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Once mOre, this year, on Rosh Hashanah 
G-d will be coronated.  And once more G-d is out there 
campaigning, appealing to us to “elect” him as King.

The Talmudic Sages relate that on Rosh Hashanah, G-d 
says: “Say before me words of kingship (i.e. accept me as 
your King), so that you will make me your King.”

And who does G-d ask to crown Him?  You and me! Yes, 
you and me and so many other mortal beings.  And when 
we do so, He delights in our “vote of confidence,” accepts 
our petition, and becomes our King.

While Rosh Hashanah is G-d’s inauguration day, the 
month of Elul,  which precedes Rosh Hashanah, is “cam-
paign time,” when G-d is out there allowing us to meet 
him and inviting us to join him for the inauguration.

Our Sages compare the month of Elul to the time when a 
King, returning to his palace, passes the surrounding fields 
and greets his subjects.  When the King is enthroned in his 
palace, he is not easily accessible; an audience is granted 
only to those who have merited his attention.  But, when 
the King is out in the country on his way to the capital, he 
is approachable to all and will happily converse with any-
one, giving each his full attention and a warm smile.

In Elul, G-d, “the King of the Universe,” is available to 
all who turn to Him, and He accepts our petitions and 
grants our requests. And, like the King’s presence in the 
fields, which raises the spirits of the people and helps them 
to appreciate him, so does G-d’s presence in the month of 

Elul help us in creating a desire to serve Him and to be 
close to Him.

In order to receive G-d’s “warm smile” and the fulfill-
ment of our petition, we must first “turn” to Him, to 
let Him into our hearts and our lives, to pay attention 
to Him, to make G-d presence apparent in our lives and 
His wishes part of our consciousness. We then follow G-d 
into His palace, joining Him on inauguration day and par-
ticipating in the coronation event as it 
happens.

C o r o n a t i o n
The story is told about a Chossid, 
who was uncharacteristically joyful 
on the day preceding Rosh Hashanah. 
His young students were amazed at 
this, for the traditional Rosh Hashanah 
mood is solemn.  Noticing the young childrens’ 
wonder, the teacher told them, “Do you know what tomorrow evening 
is?  Tomorrow will be Rosh Hashanah, and in Chassidic teachings the 
night of Rosh Hashanah is considered “Karanatzia Nacht” (“Coronation 
Night”), when we place a crown on the head of G-d (so to speak).  And 
do you know who places the crown?  Yankel the Tailor and Berel the 
Shoemaker.  Can you imagine that…?”

Dedicated to the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, OBM, whose boundless love and 

teachings are an endless source  
of inspiration and guidance.
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The month of Elul, especially the Days of 
Selichoth and the Ten Days of Repentance 
– is the time dedicated to sincere introspec-
tion and a careful and honest examination of 

the record of the outgoing year, with a view to the proper 
deductions and resolutions which are to regulate one’s per-
sonal daily life, as well as that of his home, and all his 
affairs in the year to come.

Moreover, these are exceptionally propitious days, days 
permeated with the core of the Psalm recited twice daily: 
“Search my inwardness; Thy inner essence, O G-d, do I 
seek” (Ps. 27:8).  They call and demand:

Search for the innermost and the profound within you; 
seek out also the inwardness of everything around you, 
the soul of the universe; search for and bring to light the 
G-dliness that animates and pervades the world!

Both aspects – the honest self-appraisal and the search 
for the inner essence of things – are interrelated and inter-
dependent.

In evaluating the results of the outgoing year, one is very 
prone to err by taking into account only the external, both 
in himself and in the environment.  In doing so, one is on 
equally treacherous grounds in regard to setting the pat-
tern of daily living in the years to come.

To forestall this misleading approach, these auspicious 
days sound their message and challenge:

Do not sell yourself short!  Do not underestimate your 
capacities and abilities!

For no matter what your spiritual “stock-in-trade” is, 
your “visible assets” – the existing possibilities that you 
have to conduct your life in accordance with the teachings 
of our Torah, Torath Chayyim (the Law of Life); no mat-
ter how formidable is your strength of character and your 
ability to cope with a frustrating environment, and with 
undaunted perseverance to follow your path of Torah and 
Precept. 

Much greater and richer are your “hidden reserves” of 
powers to create new possibilities, and of inner qualities 

giving you the ability to over-
come obstacles and to shape 
your life and the life around 
you to be in harmony with 
Truth and Goodness.

In order to reveal and apply 
these powers, however, it is necessary that you search for 
and release your potential forces.  But you are promised: 
“You will discover – because you will search with all your 
heart and soul” (Deut. 4:29).

What has been said above is more especially and more 
fully applicable to those who occupy positions of spiritual 
leadership and influence, from the Rabbi of the commu-
nity down to the individual father who sets the pace of the 
spiritual life of his household and family.

All too often do we see them stymied by doubt and fear, 
afraid to use, what seems to them, a strong word or exces-
sive demand lest them might alienate, instead of attract.

To them these days address themselves with this message 
and challenge:

Search inwardly:  seek deeply and you will unravel the 
innermost treasures of those whom you would lead and 
inspire; evaluate them not externally, but according to 
their inner resources, according to the capacity of their 
soul, the veritable spark of G-dliness from Above – 

For with the right approach and by indefatigable effort 
you will be able to uncover and activate in everyone his 
inner spiritual resources, so that they begin to animate his 
daily life. – 

Have confidence in your fellow-Jew and give him what 
he, as a Jew, truly expects from you:  the whole Torah with 
all its precepts, unvarnished and untarnished, as it was giv-
en from Sinai, in its true eternity, for the Torah is eternal 
for all times and places.

•  •  •  
Only through this approach can one attain a true esti-

mate of the self and of those who look up to you for guid-
ance and leadership – 

A true estimation that will make the next year a full year 
– full in content and achievement commensurate with 
your fullest resources, and thus also full of G-d’s blessings, 
materially and spiritually.

Letter by the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, 
OBM, (Elul 5718)

t h e  r e b b e ’ s  m e s s a g e

Search 
Inwardly
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The
Month of
Elul
History and Significance
Elul, the Hebrew name for the month preceding Rosh 
Hashanah, contains great significance and is very special on 
the Jewish calendar.

in JEWiSH HiStorY
The thirty days of the month of Elul and the following days 
until Yom Kippur, on the 10th of the following month, 
Tishrei on the Hebrew calendar, mark the forty days on 
which (for the third time after the giving of the Torah) 
Moses ascended to Mount Sinai.  He pleaded for G-d’s 
merciful restoration of the Jewish people who worshipped 
the Golden Calf (almost immediately after receiving the 
Torah at Mount Sinai).  His request was granted on Yom 
Kippur, when G-d restored His special relationship with 
the Jewish nation.  Ever since, these forty days open to us 
a special period of Divine grace.  They stir us to sincere 
prayer, which finds special favor in the eyes of G-d.

in JEWiSH traDition
There is a Jewish aphorism, “In the month of Elul (which 
falls as the calendar departs from summer and approaches 
fall) even a fish in the water trembles.”  For as we approach 
Rosh Hashanah, when we face heavenly judgment as we 
beseech G-d for a good forthcoming year, we wonder how 
we will be judged in the face of our deeds and behavior 
from the previous year. 

Elul is a month of introspection.  We make a thorough 

account of everything we have done in the previous year 
— our behavior between man and G-d, and between man 
and man; in deed, in speech and in our thoughts, feelings 
and attitudes — and we resolve to turn to G-d and behave 
in accordance to His will.

SoUnDinG tHE SHoFar
It is in this spirit of heightened introspection that we 
sound the Shofar every day of the month of Elul (except 
on Shabbat and the last day before Rosh Hashanah),  
in order to “awaken us” and arouse greater sensitivity 
towards G-d.

a CaLL to aCtion
The name of the month, Elul, is alluded to in numerous 
places in the Torah, each of which offers an insight into the 
content and a directive for this special month. 
Among them:  

 I am to my beloved (G-d) and my אני לדודי ודודי לי
beloved is to me (Song of Songs 6:3).  The first letters of each 
word in this statement spell Elul (אלול) in Hebrew.  This 
signifies this month’s special emphasis on prayer, when a 
Jews relates individually to G-d, concentrates on their rela-
tionship with G-d, recognizes their dependence on G-d, 
and thank Him for sustaining and providing for us and 
allowing us to ask for our needs.  

 A man to his friend and  איש לרעהו ומתנות לאביונים
gifts to the destitute (Scroll of Esther 9:22). The first letters of 
the words of this verse which speaks about friendship and 
charity, spells Elul in Hebrew.  This highlights the special 
emphasis of giving and adding charity in this month. 

 (And G-d shall circumcise) (ומל ה’) את לבבך ואת לבב
Your heart and the heart (of your descendents)  (Deut. 30:6). 
This Torah verse, of which the first letters spell Elul, speaks 
about softening our hearts, returning to G-d, and becom-
ing sensitive to Him.

ConCLUSion oF tHE MontH
The month reaches its climax on the 18th day — which is 
the numerical value of the Hebrew words  chai — when, 
from here on, each day we take inventory of one month 
of the previous year.  It is further heightened on the week 
before Rosh Hashanah when we gather in the early morn-
ing hours for additional intensified prayers during the 
S’lichos service, as we prepare for Rosh Hashanah.
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The following is a check list of possible ways in 
which we can show our desire to fulfill G‑d’s 
wishes, letting Him into our lives.

r  Lighting Shabbat candles 
(on Friday before sunset, and on the eve of Jewish holidays)

r  Donning tefillin (daily, or start with (a) fixed time(s) 
during the week)

r  Affixing a mezuzah on the doorpost 
of your home (or on every doorpost in your home)

r  Daily charity (place a pushke (charity box) in a conspicuous 
place in your home)

r  Set times for Torah study (find out what G‑d 
thinks, wants of us, and why)

r  Try the Mikvah experience

Chai Elul
The 18th of Elul, this year September 18th, is the birthday of 

rabbi Yisroel Baal Shem tov, founder of the Chassidic 

movement and rabbi Shneur Zalman, founder of the 

Lubavitch movement.

Elul’s Specials
•  The Shofar is sounded every day, except 

on Shabbat and the last day before Rosh 

Hashanah.

•  Psalm 27 is added to the daily morning and afternoon prayers.

•  It is customary to give additional charity each weekday.

•  It is appropriate to learn more Torah with special emphasis on 

learning the laws concerning repentance.

•  Beginning with the first day of Elul and continuing until the day 

before Yom Kippur, it is also customary to say three consecutive 

chapters of Psalms every day, starting from the beginning of the 

book.  On Yom Kippur the remaining 36 Psalms are recited, thus, 

concluding the entire Book of Psalms.

•  Elul is the time to reflect on our actions and attitudes of the 

previous year, and resolve to correct our shortcomings.  One 

action is better than a thousand sighs!

•  Elul is the ideal time to have mezuzos and Tefillin checked by a 

professional scribe.

•  Selichot prayers recited beginning on Saturday night (this year 

- September 19th) after midnight (around 1am), and continue 

through the week (except Shabbat) until the following Monday 

(the 29th), the day before Rosh Hashanah.

Reserve
the Date!
Please join us for a city-wide

Sukkah 
Celebration

to take place on
the third day of Sukkos,

Thursday,
October 16

at the Lubavitch House
“Sukkah for A Thousand.”
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T  he Days of Awe at The Shul — awesome. 
The meaning of the Days of Awe doesn’t have 
to mean feeling awful.The Rosh HaShanah/

Yom Kippur Services should be and are supposed to 
be memorable, and meaningful and deep, as well as 
uplifting, engaging, and — enjoyable.

We feel strongly about that.

And that’s why we’ll have lively services (together 
with English explanation and translation), a warm 
environment with friendly people — and a serious 
Kiddush after services. (Rosh HaShanah is a serious 
holiday.)

And it will be enjoyable for kids too, from their very 
own Holiday ToolKit, sent to them if you call, to 
exciting

children’s activities with stories, songs, and snacks 
(even babysitting if you need it for very young kids.)

Possibilities for High Holiday spiritual connections 
are truly infinite but seating is limited.

Everyone is welcome, but to assure you a seat, please 
call and let us know that you are coming.

So join us, and come hear the blowing of the Shofar.

We promise: you’ll have a blast.

THE SHUL-EAST  3109 N. Lake Drive - Milwaukee 
(414) 961-6100, ext. 309

THE SHUL  383 W. Brown Deer Rd. - Bayside
(414) 228-8000

CHAbAd of MAdiSon  1722 Regent  - Madison 
(608) 231-3450

AgUdAS ACHiM CHAbAd 2233 West Mequon Rd 
Mequon  •  (262) 242-2235

bnAi ZEdEk CHAbAd  Kenosha  
For info on locations contact 262-359-0770

MAdiSon – CHAbAd on CAMpUS 
 223 West Gilman , Madison  •  608-257-1757

It’ll Blow You Away.
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By Professor Michael Hasofer

FOr a stretch OF time I was completely devoted 
to the leftist ideology of Hashomer Hatza’ir (an extreme 
leftist Israeli movement). I was wholly under its influence. 
At some point, however, when my mother left Israel to 
live with her sister in Australia my family and I moved 
there, too.

We settled in Hobart, on the island of Tasmania. 
Tasmania’s population was about 300,000, including 
Hobart’s thirty Jewish families. Far from leading a Jewish 
lifestyle, their token link to Judaism included a synagogue, 
which they attended on Shabbat and Jewish holidays.

They had no rabbi, only a fellow they looked up to as 
“scholar-in-residence.” He led the services, did the Torah 
readings, and so on.

The form of prayers and everything else took was, 
understandably, not particularly in sync with traditional 
Jewish practices. Yet it was all that linked the area’s Jewish 
together.

Our own household was completely non-observant. We 
kept no kosher and no Shabbat; not even on Yom Kippur 
did we go to the synagogue. Nothing, not even the slightest 
hint; in irreligious Tasmania, we would be the vanguard. 
We were one hundred percent outsiders.

We just started studying at the university – I, statistical 

mathematics; my wife, psychology. Our yearnings were 
directed to the lofty world of academics and science. 
Judaism was the farthest thing from our minds.

Just around that time the fellow who led the prayers and 
read from the Torah left Tasmania, with no replacement 
in sight. Living our separate existence we knew nothing 
of this, so it came as a total surprise when a communal 
delegation arrived and asked to speak with me.

Their leader had left, they said, and – with a celebratory 
flourish – they wished to inform me of their resolution: As 
of today, I would assume the duties of rabbi….

I was absolutely astonished; I had no idea how to 
respond. Reviving somewhat, I tried to explain: we were 
not religious, we were atheists; we had no interest in any of 
this business. I had never seen the inside of a synagogue.

Perfectly all right, they answered. “We’re not asking you 
to become a ‘believer’ or do Mitzvot; just lead the prayers 
and do the Torah reading.”

“But I don’t know anything,” I countered.
“You know plenty. You know Hebrew; that’s more than 

we know. So,” they concluded, “starting tomorrow you’re 
the rabbi and Torah reader.” Those were their parting 
words. I was dumbfounded.

Thinking matters over, I reasoned that it was an issue 
of providing humanitarian assistance to the Jewish com-
munity. After all, I thought charitably, they need prayers 

in gratitude to the rebbe’s,  
rabbi MenacheM M. schneerson, 
obM, gift of Love — we present 
the foLLowing story.

The Atheist 
Who Discovered 
Judaism
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and Torah readings, so why not accom-
modate them? I would go to the syna-
gogue, be “rabbi” and read the Torah. 
It was nothing personal.

I had no idea how to proceed. But, 
my wife’s fuzzy recollections of the 
prayer melodies, which she taught me, 
saved the day. I was able to lead the 
prayers as a cantor, not merely read-
ing.

My ignorance, like that of the con-
gregation, was profound; maybe an 
example will help. A religious Israeli 
once showed up to join our Shabbat 
prayers and introduced a startling inno-
vation: the silent Amidah prayer is not 
repeated in the evening services! Until 
then, we were more religious than the 
most religious Jews….

Yet, little by little, Judaism began 
working its way into our lives. The reg-
ular exposure to the prayers and Torah 
readings had its effect. Moreover, we 
were worried about assimilation, how 
to ensure that our children would remain Jews.

Our unavoidable conclusion: without fostering a Jewish 
lifestyle at home, we were endangering our children’s 
Judaism. They were growing up with friends and teachers 
who were not Jewish. Our only means to reinforce their 
Judaism was to practice Mitzvot in our lives.

There were other factors, as well, that led us to this 
conclusion. We found ourselves arguing with missionar-
ies, unevenly defending a way of life with which we were 
unfamiliar.

Studying the philosophy of science, including the reveal-
ing of its weaknesses and shortcomings, shattered our frame 

of reference. When it became apparent 
that science was far from absolute, it 
left us wondering: Who has the right, 
then, to say that observing Torah and 
mitzvot is backward or primitive? 

All of this led us to the observance 
of mitzvot. It is important to note, 
though, that we did it with no belief 
whatever, neither in G-d nor His 
Torah; our observance was founded on 
cold, calculated rationalism.

But, while we were ready to practice 
Judaism, there was no one to ask what 
to do, and how to do it. No religious 
Jew was within a radius of thousands 
of miles from Tasmania. 

My wife racked her brain sifting 
childhood memories (she has excellent 
recall) to recover mitzvot she had seen 
at home. We started to light Shabbat 
candles, make Kiddush over wine, 
wash our hands before eating bread, 
recite the blessings after our Shabbat 
dinners, as well as observing the prohi-

bitions against cooking or driving on Shabbat.
But, now what? we asked ourselves. Where do we go 

from here? My wife remembered the separation between 
meat and dairy. She bought a second set of dishes, but 
then we realized that our old dishes aren’t kosher; how can 
we make them kosher?” But, we had no idea how. Our first 
set went into the cupboard; we didn’t know what to do. 
No one to talk to, no one to ask.

We wanted to know, to learn, but with whom? Nor did 
we have any relevant books; it was unbearable.

Then an idea came. Thinking of the stories we read in the 
Bible, I realized that from the time of our father Abraham 

I ran and hugged him 
ecstatically, without 
his having an idea of 
what was happening. 

I brought him home 
and we spent long 

hours talking.

Scott R. Winkler
Attorney At Law

Winkler Law Firm S.C.
Phone: 414/271-0000
Fax: 414/277-1303
Cell: 414/708-9465

633 West Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 1500

Milwaukee, WI 53203
Shmuel@winklerlawfirm.com

Litigation  •  Work Injuries  •  Accidents
Employment  •  Zoning
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every generation without exception 
had a leader: Moses, Joshua, Samuel, 
Elijah… If this is true and not my rabid 
imagination, I told myself, then in our 
generation, too, there must be such a 
leader. It couldn’t be otherwise. And 
if so, this leader has a responsibility to 
worry over the fate of every single Jew, 
and to help him when he turns to him.

Furthermore, I thought to myself, if 
such a leader exists, then he must be 
able to hear me, and then I started pray-
ing. Sometimes it was a prayer within 
my heart; other times it was spoken. I 
cried out to G-d, “You must listen to 
us! If everything in the Torah is true, 
then there is certainly a leader whose job includes assisting 
every Jew. If so, he is obligated to help us in our quest of 
leading a Jewish life!”

I walked out to the road and saw a religious Jew. He 
looked like a rabbi, and was wandering around as though 
unsure what he was looking for. I ran and hugged him 
ecstatically, without his having an idea of what was hap-
pening. I brought him home and we spent long hours talk-
ing. He taught us as we sat writing down every word.

We were so excited it didn’t occur to us to ask his name 
before he left. Such joy! Now we knew how to fulfill the 
mitzvot! We set up our kosher kitchen and performed 
other mitzvot.

A year passed. The rabbi returned to Tasmania and 
taught us the laws of family purity. This time we asked his 
name. Chaim Gutnick of Melbourne. It seemed inappro-
priate to ask what had brought him to Tasmania, nor did 
he offer any clue.

We became observant and within a few years moved to 
Canberra. It was close to Melbourne and enabled us to 

stay in touch with the Chabad com-
munity there.

We also learned how Rabbi Chaim 
Gutnick had come to us. My wife 
bumped into his daughter, Penina, 
and in the ensuing conversation 
mentioned that we formerly lived in 
Tasmania. “What? Tasmania?!” came 
the reply. “Let me tell you something 
amazing.”

“Years before, my father received 
a letter from the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
telling him it was urgent that he travel 
to Tasmania. He was taken aback by 
the strangeness of the mission – liter-
ally, to the end of the earth – and even 

more by the fact that the Rebbe didn’t write a word con-
cerning the reason for the trip. Yet, when the Rebbe gives 
a directive, one doesn’t ask questions.”

“My father left,” she continued, “and on his return 
described how he wandered aimlessly through the streets 
until, out of nowhere, a Jew ran up, hugged him exuber-
antly, took him home, and requested instructions on how 
to fulfill Torah and mitzvot!”

My wife came home, excited to relate to me all that she 
had just been told. We were speechless. We had already 
heard about the Lubavitcher Rebbe, but this?! That he 
would write a letter to Rabbi Gutnick, requesting him to 
travel and teach us Judaism?!

And, anyway, how could the Rebbe possibly know we 
needed help? We had never written to him. Then I remem-
bered. The prayers to G-d, asking for assistance from the 
generation’s Jewish leader… Unbelievable! Begrudgingly, 
my mind stretched: the Rebbe was aware of our difficulties 
and prayers. Yes, he was concerned!

At our first opportunity we traveled to the Rebbe and 

…how could the 
Rebbe possibly 

know we needed 
help? We had never 

written to him. Then 
I remembered. The 

prayers to G-d, asking 
for assistance from 

the generation’s 
Jewish leader…

Christina’s Carpet Care
L’Shanah Tova!

(414) 281-4491
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were privileged to have a private meeting with him. We sat 
for hours; the Rebbe assigned us numerous tasks. 

We had wanted to return to Israel, but the Rebbe asked 
us to remain in Australia and bring Judaism to the Jewish 
students at the university where I taught. At the time, with 
my senior university position in Sydney, I had significant 
influence. Our home, open to students, became the address 
where they could receive intellectually grounded answers. 

We’ve brought back to Judaism many hundreds of stu-
dents. Roughly a hundred currently live in Israel and are 
leading Jewish lives. Our home in Sydney was “Grand 
Central Station,” yet every Jew felt it was his house, as well. 
Thank G-d for the privilege to fulfill the Rebbe’s mission.

• • • • •
Over the years we’ve experienced a number of out-of-

this-world missions from the Rebbe. Here is one of them: 
In 1979, on the day after Sukkos, we had a lengthy audi-

ence with the Rebbe. Toward the end he told us abruptly: 

“You must rescue Jews in Malaysia.” Turning to my wife, 
he said, “In Malaysia you can also study the fundamen-
tals of meditation in depth; then you can rescue young 
Jews from idolatrous meditations and teach them kosher 
ones.”

Immediately after the meeting we made travel arrange-
ments to Malaysia.

My wife looked for meditation lessons and made con-
nections with a ninety-seven-year-old Buddhist priest. He 
had achieved their highest levels and was known as Nyana 
Apunik.

To her astonishment my wife discovered that her 
Buddhist priest was, in fact, a Jew – the product of assimi-
lated German Jewish parents. Looking for meaning in 
life, he had found Buddhism and, in time, became their 
leader!

In a symbiotic two-step he taught her meditation, while 
I taught him Tanya (basic book of Chabad Chassidism). 
He felt a strong pull to the teachings (and we later sent 
him an English-version Tanya).

Some time after leaving Malaysia we received a letter 
from a young Jewish woman, Tsipporah S., in London. 
She had studied with the Buddhists and had encountered 
the very same priest, with whom she had wished to con-
tinue her studies. Upon hearing she was a Jewess, he told 
her: “Your place is not here. Go to your source – the place 
they study Tanya, “and referred her to my wife.

“Rescue Jews in Malaysia!”

Wishing You a Sweet New Year!

L U X U R Y  A PA R T M E N T S  •  G R E AT  VA L U E S  O N  1 – 3  b E d R O O M S !
F r o M  P o r t  WA s h I N g t o N  t o  s h o r E W o o D  t o  g r E E N F I E L D

shovers realty
(414) 962-8000

Considering the sale of your multi-family building? We are confident we can outbid any offer.

Bradley, Marilyn, Sari and Daniel Shovers
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are we a People of 
the Past or of the 
Future?
Excerpts from an article by George D. Hanus

time is a Funny thing. It has a way of slipping 
away from us, forever elusive. Trying to grasp time is like 
trying to wrap our arms around a cloud. Today quickly 
becomes yesterday’s tomorrow. Tomorrow is forever 
becoming today. 

In fact, it seems like only yesterday that the radio air-
waves were filled with a young Barbra Streisand crooning 
the popular song “The Way We Were,” the title song of 
the eponymous hit movie of 1973. Because the sentiment 
expressed in the song’s lyrics is quintessentially Jewish, 
perhaps it is no coincidence that the Academy Award- 
winning song was written by Alan Bergman and Marilyn 

Bergman and scored by Marvin Hamlisch, three Jews. 
Mem’ries,
Light the corners of my mind
Misty water-color memories
Of the way we were
Scattered pictures,
Of the smiles we left behind
Smiles we gave to one another
For the way we were
Can it be that it was all so simple then?
Or has time re-written every line?
If we had the chance to do it all again
Tell me, would we? Could we?
Mem’ries, may be beautiful and yet
What’s too painful to remember
We simply choose to forget
So it’s the laughter
We will remember
Whenever we remember...
The way we were...
The way we were...

(As an editor’s note, if you are singing the words as you 
read them, karaoke style, you are probably over 45 years 
old.) The song’s message is remembrance and nostalgia 
for a golden past that no longer exists, a perennial Jewish 
theme. This August 10, for instance, we commemorate 
Tisha b’Av. We fast and sadly mourn the horrific destruc-
tion of the Temple, an event that happened 2,000 years 
ago but one that still painfully impacts our lives today. In 
fact, the Hebrew imperative to remember, zakhor, appears 
in the Bible in various forms no fewer than 169 times. 
There is no disputing that we Jews are experts at memory.  

This summer, as we take our vacations, many of us 
will probably visit Jewish museums. A short list of such 
museums includes the Jewish Museum in Ferrara, Italy; 
the Jewish Museum of Belgium in Brussels; the Sherwin 
Miller Museum of Jewish Art in Tulsa, Okla., the Jewish 
Cultural Historical Museum of Curacao; the Galicia 
Jewish Museum in Krakow, Poland; the Jewish Museum 
of Franconia in Furth, Germany; and the Jewish Museum 
in Thessaloniki, Greece. Notwithstanding the far-reaching 
boundaries of both time and geography, wherever you 
go, the language introducing each Jewish museum to its 
visitors will be similar to the words on the Web site of the 
Irish Jewish Museum in Dublin: 

“The Irish Jewish Museum is located in the once highly 
Jewish populated area of Portobello. The former Walworth 
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Road Synagogue, which could accom-
modate approximately 150 men and 
women, consisted of two adjoining 
terraced houses. Due to the movement 
of the Jewish people from the area to 
the suburbs of Dublin and with the 
overall decline in their numbers, the 
synagogue fell into disuse and ceased 
to function in the early 70’s. The prem-
ises remained locked for almost fifteen 
years, and was brought back to life again with the establish-
ment of the Irish Jewish Museum Committee in late 1984. 
A special feature adjoining the area is the kitchen depicting 
a typical Sabbath/Festival meal setting in a Jewish home 
in the late 19th/early 20th century in the neighbourhood. 
Upstairs, the original Synagogue, with all its ritual fittings, 
is on view and also the Harold Smerling gallery containing 
Jewish religious objects.” 

This language is harmless. In fact, the museum sounds 
quaint and charming. But that is precisely the problem. 
The museum features people who once lived in that com-
munity and whose antiquated rituals are presumably no 
longer in practice. Visiting the museum is an exercise 
in amateur anthropology, like studying extinct Native 
American tribes. 

“Come here children,” one can imagine a well-meaning 
visitor saying, “Let’s look at how these people called Jews 
used to live. They once lived here but have since disap-
peared. Let’s move on to the next exhibit.” 

Our Jewish community loves remembering the past. 
Memorials and museums are magnets for Jewish philan-
thropy. Earlier this year, Jonathan Tobin, editor of the 
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent, wrote a powerful essay 
discussing the large number of Jewish donations made to 
museums at the expense of Jewish day schools. In fact, we 
Jews are so good at establishing monuments to the past 
that you might say we suffer from an “edifice complex.” 

Not that we shouldn’t commemorate the past. It’s an inte-
gral component of our religious tradition. But our desire 
to consecrate the past should not come at the expense of 
our future. 

The statistics are familiar yet numbing. Currently, two 
out of every three marriages involving a Jew are intermar-
riages. A majority of young Jews under 35 would not view 
the loss of Jerusalem as a personal tragedy. One million, or 
54 percent, of all American Jewish children under the age 
of 18 are being raised in a non-Jewish or no-religion home. 
Most of our young people do not view Judaism as vibrant 
or spiritually relevant to their lives. 

Think, for a moment, to the future, 
which is never as far off as we imagine. 

If we continue on our current course 
and neglect to make the necessary mas-
sive investments in local funding of free 
high-quality Jewish education for all 
Jewish children who seek it, our future 
will be relegated to Jewish museums, 
like the one in Dublin. 

But imagine a different future. 
Imagine walking into a Jewish day school and hearing 
the sound of happy laughing children singing enthusias-
tically.  Imagine them learning the alef-bet and learning 
Jewish prayers and speaking Hebrew. Imagine them com-
ing home at the end of a long week and happily explaining 
the lessons of the Torah at the family dinner table. 

Or imagine a group of bored Jewish school children lis-
tening restlessly to a punctilious docent, who recounts for 
them a Jewish community that no longer exists. 

It’s our choice: do we want our kids to sing happy songs 
of hope or view a lost history behind thick glass? 

The lyrics to “The Way We Were” say it best: 
Mem’ries, may be beautiful and yet
What’s too painful to remember
We simply choose to forget
So it’s the laughter
We will remember
Whenever we remember...
The way we were...
The way we were

George D. Hanus is the chairman of the Superfund for 
Jewish Education and Continuity and the publisher of the 
World Jewish Digest.

…imagine a different 
future. Imagine walking 
into a Jewish day school 

and hearing the sound of 
happy laughing children 
singing enthusiastically.
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What’s Happening at
LUBavitCH oF WiSConSin

Taste of Yeshiva
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Friendship Circle Camp

Mequon
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Gimmel Tammuz Event

Adult Education
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The Art of Illumination • Schonbek

• Kichler

• Waterford

• Casablanca

• Emerson

• Minka

• 100’s More

Properly selected and well placed lighting can transform your home – inside 
and out. BBC Home Lighting Outlet offers an incredible selection of name 
brand lights and fixtures at 50 to 90% savings everyday.  Our comprehensive 
selection includes outdoor wall lanterns and post lights, fluorescents and
                 commercial fixtures, table and floor lamps and shades, ceiling  fans,
                       bath and kitchen lighting fixtures. 

                           From chandeliers to sconce lights,  whatever your lighting
                                needs, you’ll find the solution at BBC Home Lighting Outlet.  

Visit Wisconsin’s largest lighting showroom! Open Every Day!
Mon.–Sat.  9a.m. to 5pm • Sundays 11a.m. to 4pm

Member ALA
American 
Lighting 
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Free Storage • Free Delivery • Free Light Bulbs
Free Consultation • New Home Lighting 

BBC LIGHTING
2015 W. St. Paul Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53233

414-933-0808
www.bbclighting.com


