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Some Chanukah 
Thoughts

My Dear Friends, Wisconsin Jewry,

W
hen did Chanukah become a holiday? When did the Sages 
declare the 25th of Kislev the beginning of an eight-day cel-
ebration? 

The Talmud describes the events of Chanukah and concludes: “The fol-
lowing year they established these eight days as a festival.” 

When does a war end? When the last shot is fired? When there is a 
signed armistice? Neither. Only in retrospect can victory be declared. 
On the year when the war ended, on the original 25th of Kislev, there 
was calm, yet uncertainty. Had the Greeks surrendered, or just gone to 
summon fresh troops and more war elephants? Only in the following 
year were they able to determine that the 25th had indeed marked the 
conclusion. 

When do we know we have made the right choices in our daily battles? 
When do we know we have made the right choices in our daily battles? 
When can we be positive that we’ve done right? When is it time for a 
victory lap? 

How do parents know they made the right decision to send their chil-
dren to a Jewish day school? It’s not evident after the first semester. It 
may be years later when the child marries Jewish that every tuition 
penny seems worthwhile. 

Today is tomorrow’s history. It’s the seeds for all of the “shoulda, coulda 
woulda” that can become weeds of regret. Yet at times it seems that the 
flowers that blossom from our choices take too much time to blossom. 

The Greeks argued, “What you can feel is all that’s real”; revel in the 
immediate. If it can’t be debated or seen under the microscope I’m not 
interested. Infinite and ethereal are interesting but don’t tell me to put 
down my popcorn and leave the theater. 

The Maccabees declared that there is no power like G-d; no Greek sen-
sory stimulus competes with the Infinite. Trust in G-d and avoid the 
enticement of the merely tangible. 

By focusing on the Eternal, the Jew is vulnerable to scorn. The truly 
valuable can’t be appreciated in the right now; it must be nurtured 
and seen only in the comforting glow of retrospect. Celebrate after the 
accomplishment; the hard choices of life are often made without abso-
lute conviction. 

It’s been too long since we’ve celebrated. Along the treacherous road of 
galut we have encountered plenty of Greeks, all selling their instant-cure 
snake oil. But we have held strong to the battle cry. We have avoided the 
scents and seductions of the “right now,” for our G-d is Eternal and so 
are our values. It is now up to us to be today’s winners, and… celebrate. 

Best wishes for a very happy Chanukah

Rabbi Yisroel Shmotkin
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The Rebbe’s Message

The Meaning  
of the MiRacle
What is Chanukah?… When the royal Hasmonean 
family overpowered and was victorious over [the 
Greeks], they searched and found only a single cruse 
of pure oil… enough to light the menorah for a single 
day.  A miracle occurred, and they lit the menorah with 
this oil for eight days.

On the following year, they established 
these [eight days] as days of festivity 
and praise and thanksgiving to G-d.  
Talmud, Shabbat 21b

Many miracles, great and 
small, accompanied the 
liberation of Israel from 
Hellenic dominance and 

the reclaiming of the holy Temple as 
the lighthouse of G-d.  But there is one 
particular miracle, the Talmud is saying, 
that is the sum and substance of Chanukah:  the 
miracle of the small cruse of pure oil that burned for 
eight days.

The challenge faced by the Jewish people at that time was 
unlike any that had confronted them before.  Hellenism, a 
noxious blend of hedonism and philosophy, could not be 
resisted by the conventional tools of Jewish learning and 
tradition.  Only the “cruse of pure oil” – the supra-rational 
essence of the Jewish soul, from which stems the Jew’s intrinsic 
self-sacrificial loyalty to G-d – could illuminate the way out of 
the mud swamps of Hellenism.  Only by evoking this inner 
reserve of incontaminable oil were we able to banish the pagan 
invader from G-d’s home and rekindle the torch of Israel as a 
“light unto the nations.”

But this was oil sufficient for only a single day.  By nature, 
man’s highest powers flare brightly and fleetingly, soon 
receding to the supra-conscious, from which they have come.  
When a person’s deepest self is challenged, the essential “oil” 
of his soul is stimulated, and no force on earth can still its 
flame; but then the moment passes, the cataclysmic levels 
off into the routine, and the person is left with his ordinary, 
mortal self.

The miracle of Chanukah was 
that “they lit the menorah with this 
oil for eight days” – that the flame 
of selfless sacrifice blazed beyond a 
moment of truth, beyond a day of 
reckoning.  That the “small pure 
cruse of oil” burned beyond its 
one-day lifespan for an additional 
week, illuminating the seven 
chambers of the soul (Kabbalistic 
teaching enumerates seven middot or basic character traits 
– love, restraint, harmony, ambition, devotion, bonding and 
receptiveness – from which stem all feelings and motivations 
of the heart).  This was no mere flash of light in a sea of 
darkness, but a flame destined to shed purity and light for all 

generations, under all conditions.
Thus the Talmud relates that it was only on 
“the following year” that these eight days were 

established as the festival of Chanukah.  A 
year is a microcosm of time, embodying all 
of time’s seasons and changes.  So it was 
only on the following year, after it had 
weathered all fluctuations of the annual 
cycle, that the victory of Chanukah could 
be installed as a permanent fixture in our 

lives.

Adapted from the works of the Rebbe, 
Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM.

Chanukah Check List 
_Menorah (visit our on-line JUdaica 
Store, www.chabadwi.org or Crown 
Judaica store in Mequon see p. 11)
_Candles long enough to burn for 
   30 minutes after night fall
_ Blessings for candlelighting (see 

pg. 39)
_Chanukah Gelt for your family
_Dreidel
_Ingredients for potato Latkes
(find recipe on p. 10)
_Scheduled to participate in a
   Chanukah Celebration



4 Check out our weekly online magazine at www.Chabadwi.org

Each night and its own light. For 2000 years they 
have been aglow; each with its own story with its 
own experience. They are eager to share with us 

their life long journey. They speak of oppression and 
freedom; of the experiences of old and of life today; of 
the power of right over might and spirit over matter; of 
the story of victory of light over darkness.

But they are not alone. All through the millennium 
they have been accompanied by hearty friends: the 
latkes, the potato pancakes that mysteriously taste deli-
cious only on Chanukah; and the Chanukah Gelt, the 
gifts of money, which are part and parcel of the Chanukah 
experience.

Of course we don’t need to look for reasons for these 
customs - the latkes taste delicious, the Dreidel is fun, 
and the gelt, who doesn’t want gelt? But, these insepa-
rable friends have their own tale to tell.

Each night, we sit near the Chanukah candles and 
observe the flickering lights. Each night we listen as the 
new candle unfolds its secret and tale. 

Tuesday Evening, December 20th
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 1, 2 & 3

Night is setting in. Darkness surrounds us. As we turn 
on the news, we hear more and more negativity. It has 
become part of our daily routine and we are almost 
immune to it. Apathy. Numbness. How are we to 
escape it?

“You do not chase darkness out with sticks,” goes 
the saying. Don’t fight darkness. Just turn on the light. 
Even a little light dispels much darkness.

“For a mitzvah is a candle and Torah is light” 
(Proverbs 6:23). Set a time to study Torah. Do you 
have a Torah book in your home? Bring that light into 
your home. Join a class once a week. You will find 
meaning, reason, courage and hope.  The light of 
Torah will illuminate your life.

Wednesday Night, December 21st
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 1 & 2

 Yeah! I did it. Last night I lit a candle, I was enlight-
ened. I discovered a new world- a world of reason, 
beauty, happiness and fulfillment – the Torah.

Can it be real? Yes it is.
Tonight, however, it is not enough. A little light 

dispels much darkness; more light will illuminate your 
life even more, and more of the darkness will disap-
pear.

You don’t have to fight the darkness. Just add more 
light, more meaning, more understanding, and you 
will see how the darkness melts away.

Last night one candle was enough, but tonight you 

Listening
     to the Candle’s 

Whisper
    each Candle With its Unique lesson
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can’t be satisfied with one candle. Now you know the 
difference between light and darkness and that by 
adding more light more darkness will disappear.

So tonight you will light two candles.

Thursday Evening, December 22nd
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 1 & 2

I get the idea, now I am beginnings to think. Why is 
there so much darkness? Why are we supposed to 
constantly fight darkness? (No, not fight it, but con-
tinue adding more light.) Wouldn’t it be easier and 
better if there would be no darkness at all? 

This is getting too heavy. Let’s have some fun. Let’s 
take the Dreidel out for a spin. Here’s how it goes: 
You spin the Dreidel. If the Dreidel falls with the 
Gimel on top—you win. If it falls on the Shin—you 
lose.

But wouldn’t it be more fun if the Dreidel would 
have Gimel on all four sides? Wouldn’t it be nice if 
whichever way you spin you win; if the Shin did not 
exist?

The fun lies in the opportunity to overcome adver-
sity. If evil did not exist, if our world did not contain 
darkness, we would be like trees bearing terrific fruit, 
but without any appreciation for all the good. It is 
the challenge that creates the fun and makes the good 
stand out. Overcoming adversity is what makes our 
life so meaningful.

Chanukah Facts
Did You Know…
•	 The root of the word Chanukah means “dedication.” 

The name Chanukah is because the Jewish people 
rededicated the Temple after their miraculous 
victory. It happened on the 25th day of the Jewish 
month of Kislev.

•	 Being subjected to the Greek rule, the Jews could 
not celebrate the 8 days of the holidays of Sukkos 
and Shemini Atzeres. Upon rededicating the 
Temple they celebrated the missed Sukkos festival 
for 8 days.

•	 “Chanukah” can be broken into three Hebrew 
words: Chanu-chaf-hey, which means “they rested 
(from fighting) on the 25th.” The 25th day of the 
Hebrew month Kislev is when re-entered the Holy 
Temple.

•	 Many years before the miracle of Chanukah, in 
the wilderness after leaving Egypt, on the 25th 
of Kislev, 2449 (-1312 B.C.E.), the Jewish people 
completed the construction of the Tabernacle. 

•	 When the Jews rebuilt the second Temple in 
Jerusalem 3408 (-353 B.C.E.), after their return from 
Babylonian exile, they constructed the foundation 
of the Sanctuary on the 24th of Kislev. That evening 
– the night of the 25th of Kislev – they celebrated.

•	 Chanukah was established long after the Torah 
was given. Nevertheless, there is an allusion to the 
Festival of Lights in the Torah. The 25th word in the 
Torah is Ohr, meaning “light.”

•	 Did you know that the first night of Chanukah can 
never fall on a Monday night, and the fifth candle 
cannot fall on Shabbos?

•	 Jewish mystical tradition, the Kabbalah, teaches 
that the Seven Days of Creation express the 
attributes that build both the Divine and the 
human personality: “Chesed” (kindess), “Gevurah” 
(restraint), “Tiferet” (beauty), “Netzach” (victory), 
“Hod” (glory), “Yesod” (foundation) and “Malchut” 
(royalty). So too the first seven days of Chanukah. 
But, unlike the natural order of the week, Chanukah 
is eight days: for the Chanukah Lights imbue 
the world with the miraculous illumination of 
supernatural experience that will reach its full 
realization in the Era of Moshiach. 
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Friday Evening, December 23rd
Candles are lit just before the Shabbos candles. (see 
schedule page 39); Blessings 1 & 2

 Okay. Now, that I’m enlightened—I keep adding light 
and having fun—it’s a real good time to have a latke.

On Chanukah the latkes taste so much better than 
ordinary potato pancakes. Is that because of the light, 
the added light and the fun of the Dreidel?

Of course.
Not long ago, on Rosh Hashanah, you ate Tzimes, a 

sweet, carrot dish. Why? Because Jewish ideas and feel-
ings are not meant to remain just in the head. Jewish 
cooking throughout the ages have helped us absorb the 
great and deep insights of the holidays into real life.

On Rosh Hashanah we look for sweetness; so we get 
active and begin the process to make it happen. We 
begin the year with sweetness. On Chanukah, the festi-
val that commemorates the miracle of the oil, we 
remember and experience its goodness in the kitchen as 
well.

 Ah, I get the idea, it’s important to be Jewish not just 
in our heads and hearts, but it’s important to be Jewish 
with our hands and feet, with our mouths and 
stomachs.

Saturday Evening, December 24th
Candles are lit after Shabbat ends and after Havdallah 
is recited (see schedule on page 39); Blessings 1 & 2

 During the preceding four days I’ve become enlightened, 
I’ve had fun (even though I had to work hard at it!), 
I’ve eaten all that I can of the latkes (and for months I 
will have to work hard to lose the extra calories) but 
what about some reality?

That’s why we give Gelt.
After lighting the candles, on  each of the Chanukah 

evenings, we distribute Chanukah Gelt (money) to the 

Chanukah Gelt
The word Chanukah shares the same root as Chinuch 

(education).  During Chanukah we focus on the Jewish 

education of children.  We use the opportunity to 

teach them to increase in charity and good deeds.

On Chanukah, it is traditional to give gelt (money) to 

children and adults as well, after lighting the menorah.  

The recipients are encourages to give a portion of their 

gift to tzedakah (charity).  

Maimonides explained that the Greeks attempted to 

defile not only Jewish rituals, but also their property.  

It is, therefore, appropriate to celebrate Chanukah 

with dedicating a portion of our property to a sacred 

purpose – charity.

Also, the Greek’s objective was to remove the spiritual 

from our service to G-d.  They did not try to kill us, but 

to bring us over to Greek way of life.  They did not try 

to destroy the Temple or spill out the oil; they “merely” 

defiled and made them impure.

Chanukah gelt is a statement of freedom and defiance 

in the face of the Greeks’ attempt.  Encouraging our 

children to give a portion of their gelt to charity 

teaches that the physical can, and should, be used in 

service of G-d.

Parents and others give Chanukah gelt.  The most 

significant night to give is on the fifth, the first night 

that the majority of the candles of the menorah are lit 

However, parents are encouraged to give gelt each of 

the eight days.
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children and our family members. We 
encourage them to keep some of it for 
themselves (otherwise they would give it 
all away....) and to give some for tzeda-
kah–charity.

We work hard for our money. Some 
of us are constantly busy with making 
more and more of it. Our success is 
measured by the amount of money we 
accumulate. But the lights of Chanukah, 
the fun of the Dreidel, overcoming 
adversity, with the help of the latkes, 
help us understand that there is more to 
life than money. We come to appreciate 
the goodness of sharing, the value of 
making the money we earn part of our 
Jewish experience.

Ah! How wonderful it is to make 
someone else feel good, to help the 
needy and comfort the poor….

Sunday Evening, December 25th
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 
1 & 2

After five days of being so Jewish, I 
almost don’t recognize myself. My 
neighbors look strangely at me and my 
friends wonder what happened to me 
(all of a sudden I became so charita-
ble?!) Can it go on like this? Well, pre-
cisely for that reason you put your 
menorah in the window, to tell everyone 
how proud you are to share your expe-
rience. To enlighten not just yourself, 
but the entire block.

In no time your friends will respect 
you and will follow suit. In the original 
Temple in Jerusalem the lights were lit 
inside; on Chanukah we light it on the 
outside. With much pride we tell our 
neighbors: being Jewish, being kind, 
learning Torah - is terrific. Try it; you’ll 
love it.

The Dreidel 
The Dreidel is a four-sided spinning top.  A Hebrew letter is written on 
each side: Nun, Gimmel, Hay and Shin, representing the phrase Nes 
Gadol Haya Sham – A Great Miracle Happened There.

The Dreidel dates back to the time of the Chanukah story.  Since 
learning Torah was punishable by death, Jewish children would hide 
in caves in the hills to study with their teachers.

If found by Greek soldiers, they would pull out their Dreidels and 
pretend they were just playing an innocent game!  Today, we remind 
ourselves of their courage by playing the game of Dreidel during the 
holiday of Chanukah.

How To Play:
1. Each player places some coins, 
candies or nuts into the pot.  

2. Players take turns spinning the Dreidel.  

3. If the Dreidel lands on:

   n “Nun,” Nothing is won and nothing is lost.  
Bang fist on table…

  g “Gimmel” – the player Gets all.  
Everybody cheers…

  h “Hay” – the player wins Half the amount in the pot.  
Everybody says, “Oooohhhh”…

  q“Shin”  – the player must pitCH in a penny, a candy or a 
nut from their individual pile into the pot.   
Everybody says, “Aaaawwww”…

4.  If the pot empties out, everyone contributes equally once again.

5.  You can always raise the ante, asking everyone to match the 
amount agreed upon.

What does the Dreidel have to say?
Wouldn’t it be more fun if the Dreidel would have gimmel on all four 
sides?  Couldn’t the Dreidel do without a shin?  Then whichever way 
you would spin, you would win….

The answer is obvious.  If you can’t lose, you can’t win.
We often ask, why is there so much darkness, so many challenges?  

Wouldn’t it be great if all of life was bliss?  Why are we always faced 
with difficulties in the workplace, in business, in relationships, in 
achievements, etc? Why do we find so many difficulties and obsticles 
when it comes to anything Jewish?

Herein is the answer.  The fun lies in the opportunity to overcome 
adversity.  If evil did not exist, if our world did not contain darkness, 
we would be like trees baring terrific fruit, but there would be no 
appreciation for all the good.  It is the challenge that creates the fun 
and makes the good stand out.  Overcoming adversity is what makes 
our life so meaningful.
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Monday Evening, December 26th
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 1 & 2

 By now I am really righteous and thoughtful. I study 
Torah, I study more Torah, I give charity, the Jewish 
food I eat is making its mark, and I am having fun. All 
my friends know of my discoveries and appreciate it. 
They even consider it for themselves. Now I get think-
ing.

What would have happened if the oil had not lasted 
eight days? Without pure oil, how would they have lit 
the menorah after the first night? There was plenty of 
oil in the temple. The problem was that the Greeks 
had invalidated every jug except for one by removing 
the seal of the high priest. But, I learned that according 
to Torah law when there is no ritually pure oil you 
may use contaminated oil.

What, then, is all the fuss? Why couldn’t they just 
use the contaminated oil?

But that is precisely what Chanukah is all about. 
Being Jewish is not just having a good life. It is about 
faith and devotion and constant awareness of our 
belief in G-d, value the Torah and cherish the eternity 
of the Jewish people, beyond any rational limitations; 
transcending rhyme or reason.

It was precisely this idea that the Greeks aimed to 
uproot from the Jewish people.

They didn’t mind our practices. They could not 
stand our absolute devotion to G-d and the Jewish 
way of studying Torah, not as a science but as a G-d 
given manual. Judaism as just another philosophy—
interesting, compelling - they could live with, but they 
would not go for us committing our lives in a supra-
rational devotion.

They did not remove the oil from the Temple; they 
contaminated it. The struggle of the Chashmonaim 
was to negate the Greek attitude. And it is in this vein 
that G-d responded with the miracle of the oil, to 
show us that He appreciated our insight and self-sac-
rifice and that He would continue to demonstrate His 
special relationship with us.

The Menorah
Did You Know…

•	 The Temple’s menorah had only seven candles.  
The Chanukah menorah has eight arms and 
candles. This, to commemorate the miracle of 
the one small jar containing a supply of oil 
enough for only one day that lasted eight days 
in the service of the daily menorah lighting in 
the Temple.

•	 It is usually perceived that the branches of the 
Temple menorah had a semi-circular or oblong 
shape.  However, according to Maimonides 
and Rashi, both foremost authorities on Jewish 
tradition and law, the branches of the Temple 
menorah extended diagonally, beautifully 
decorated as described in the Torah (Exodus 
25:31-37).

•	 The Menorah in the Temple in Jerusalem was 
decorated with 22 cups. In Maimonide’s drawing 
of the menorah as shown below the cups are all 
turned upside down! This was symbolic of G-d’s 
blessing pouring down upon the world.

•	 The windows of the Holy Temple were wider 
outside than in.  Rather than let the sunlight in 
like all other windows, to light the inside of the 
house, the Temple windows were built to let the 
light of the Menorah out, to shine into the rest 
of the world.

Sketch by 
Maimonides 
of the 
Temple 
Menorah 
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Treat Yourself and Your
Family to a Fun & Unique

CHANUKAH EXPERIENCE

MEQUON

GLENDALE

MILWAUKEE

Betty
Brinn
Park

The
Shul

Mequon Rd.

Brown Deer Rd.

Lincoln
Memorial

Dr.

Lake Dr.

Port W
ashington Rd.

1

2

3

75 Car Menorah Parade

Sun., Dec. 25
Beginning with a public Menorah lighting at the BETTY 
BRINN PARK at the corner of Michigan Avenue and 
Lincoln Memorial Drive. The 75-car menorah parade will 
proceed northward via Lincoln Memorial Drive to Lake Drive, 
to THE SHUl IN BAYSIDE, at the corner of Lake Drive and 
Brown Deer Road, for a stopover to light the menorah and 
have refreshments. Then, heading to Mequon via Brown Deer 
Road to Port Washington to have the 3rd menorah lighting at 
_____ by CHABAD oF MEqUoN.

FoR MoRE INFo & To JoIN IN — 

CAll 414-961-6100

EMAIl CHANUKAH@CHABADWI.ORG

VISIT WWW.CHABADWI.ORG/PARADE
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Tuesday Evening, December 27th
Candles are lit after nightfall; Blessings 1 & 2
We are now about to light all eight candles. But why? 
Aren’t the seven candles good enough? Isn’t the number 
seven the symbol for completion and holiness, like the 
Shabbos is the seventh day of the week? Also, didn’t the 
Temple’s Candelabra have seven branches? Do we need 
to be more righteous than the Temple? (Talk about 
“holier than thou”!)

Yes, the Shabbos completes the cycle of the week; it is 
the holiest day of creation. The Temple is the holiest 
place in the world and its light comes from the seven 
branches of the menorah. But to achieve the supernatural, 
we need eight.

The faith, the miracles, the special bond of a Jew and 
G-d is supernatural. It is the eighth dimension, which 
transcends the seven basic dimensions of nature, repre-
sented by the seven-day cycle of Creation. To be able to 
stand against all odds and stand tall and proud and joy-
ous even in the face of adversity, we need the supernatu-
ral.

 Tonight we celebrate that special relationship, the 
supernatural relationship, we enjoy with our Creator.

Traditional Latkes
Chanukah food traditions have their origins in the 
first years that the holiday was celebrated, and are 
meant to remind us of certain miracles associated 
with the events of Chanukah itself. And of course, 
remembering the miracles and the freedom that 
we’re all celebrating adds a special flavor to 
everything we serve . . .

5	large	potatoes,	peeled		•	1	large	onion		•		3	eggs	
1/3	cup	flour		•		1	tsp.	Salt		•	¼	tsp.	pepper	
¾ cup oil for frying
Use: 10-inch skillet; Yields: 4 to 6 servings
 

Grate potatoes and onion on the fine side of a grater, 
or in a food processor; or put in a blender with a little 
water.

Strain grated potatoes and onion through a colander, 
pressing out excess water. Add eggs, flour, and 
seasoning. Mix well. 

Heat ½ cup oil in skillet. Lower flame and place 1 large 
tablespoon batter at a time into hot sizzling oil and fry 
on one side for approximately 5 minutes until golden 
brown. Turn over and fry on other side 2 to 3 minutes.

Remove from pan and place on paper towels to drain 
excess oil. Continue with remaining batter until used 
up, adding more oil when necessary.

Serve with applesauce on the side.

Variation:  Zucchini or Carrot Latkes – Substitute 5 
medium zucchini or 5 medium carrots for potatoes.

Excerpted from Spice and Spirit, The Complete Kosher Jewish Cookbook, 
published by Lubavitch Women’s Cookbook Publications

In Honor of the  
Towering Servant
After indulging in the lighting of the 
candles and listening to their story for the 
full eight days of Chanukah, we realize that we’ve 
completely ignored the towering candle accompanying all 
of the candles, since day one, the Chanukah candles’ loyal 
companion?

On the first night we counted only one candle? Were 
there not two? And on the second night were there not 
three?

Ah, the Shamash? Yes. Oh, he doesn’t count.
Night after night, the Shamash dutifully goes about 

his task of lighting lights. Each evening, he welcomes the 
newcomer and settles him into his rightful place in the 
growing row: two flames, three flames, four flames.... The 
Shamash coaxes them to life and then stands watch over 
them, lest one falter and require a fresh boost of light.

Still the Shamash doesn’t count. An imparter of light to 
others, he never attains the station of a Chanukah light in his 
own right.

Despite—indeed because—of this, the Shamash towers 
above all the other lights of the menorah. To forgo one’s own 
luminary potential in order to awaken a flame in others—
there is no greater virtue …
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A Short 
History
of the Happenings 
of Chanukah
The Jewish Rebellion Under Greek Rule
The events that led to the miraculous victory of Chanukah 
span a period of a hundred and seventy years, beginning at 
about 300 BCE.  The Greeks, under Alexander the Great, 

conquered much of the known world, 
including the Middle East.

You would have thought that the 
Jewish people and the ancient Greeks 
would get along.  After all, they had 
so much in common.  Both valued 

wisdom and beauty.  The Greek 
philosophers acknowledged a singe, 

great Mind behind all the cosmos, 
similar to Jewish monotheism.

Well, they did manage somewhat – at first.  
The Jews tolerated Greek rule from the time of 
Alexander of Macedonia.  Many Jews studied 
Artistotle and Plato and King Ptolemy had the 
Jewish Torah translated into Greek.  But, when 
King Antiochus attempted to force Hellenism down 
their throats, the Jews rebelled.

Laws Against Judaism
Antiochus forbade ritual circumcision. Mothers openly 
circumcised their infant boys in defiance.  Antiochus forbade 
keeping Shabbat.  Jews were forced to leave Jerusalem because 
that day was so precious to them.  Antiochus forbade the 
study of Torah.  Jews found ways to teach classes to children 
and adults in secret.  When the Greeks raised up idols in the 
cities and towns and demanded the Jews worship them, all-
out war ensued.

The Maccabees
It was the first time in history that a people fought not for 
their country or their lives, but for their integrity and the 
rights of their spirit. The problem was, the Syrian-Greek army 
was the most powerful in the world.  Their soldiers marched 
in a compact formation of overlapping shields and long 
spears, almost invincible in those times.  They had advanced 
weapons, were highly trained, and even brought elephants 
to the battlefield.  The Jewish resistance, on the other hand, 
began with a  handful of brothers of the priestly class, calling 
themselves the Maccabees.

The Miracle
There were many acts of courage, but the 
Maccabees’ handful of warriors could never have 

beaten such a mighty army.  In addition to the miraculous 
victory, they received a clear sign that their victory 
was all along a miracle from Above.  When they 
took back Jerusalem and the Temple, they searched 
and found a single flask of 
undefiled olive oil – just 
what they needed to 

light the Temple Menorah.  
Although the flask held only enough  
oil for a single day, it miraculously 
burned for eight full days, providing 
just enough time to prepare new oil.  To 
the Jewish People, this was a nod from 
Above that, yes, the One G-d of Israel 
was with us all along.
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Wed., Dec. 21

6:30pm

Giant Balloon 
Menorah!

lots of fun for
the whole family!

Bayshore Town Center Rotunda
Glendale, WI

• Box dinners available 
for purchase

prepared by“Stick to Your Ribs”

• Children’s Choir
• Chai Notes

• Balloon Twisting Fun!
• Raffle Prizes
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Wisconsin’s
8 Days of Light

pre- ChAnUKAh
•	 LUBAVitCh oF WisConsin and its affiliates will be placing 45 large 

public menorahs throughout milwaukee, its suburbs, madison, mequon, 
Green Bay and Kenosha: in shopping malls, business centers, banks, etc.

•	 the pelz hebrew school will have a special pre-Chanukah program at 
CfJL on sunday, december 18th at 10:30 am.

•	 Friendship Circle’s pre-holiday Circle at the shul in Bayside on sunday, 
december 18th from 1:00-3:00pm for the primary and adult divisions of 
friendship Circle.  the festivities will include an oil press workshop; make 
your own menorahs; filling sufganiyot; making latkes, decorating dreidels, 
and Chanukah songs.

thUrsDAY, DeCemBer 22
•	 Chabad of madison Chanukah event for the whole family at Boulders 

Climbing Gym (3964 Commercial ave) from 4:30 -6:30pm. menorah 
lighting, Chanukah goodies, music and fun! 

•	 the mitzvah Corps will treat the Chai point residents to a Chanukah 
party.  the program will include playing dreidel with the residents and 
handing out Chanukah gelt, followed by a Chanukah bash at the schapiro 
home.

WeDnesDAY, DeCemBer 21
•	 Chabad of mequon public menorah Lighting in front of the metro 

market in mequon at 5:30pm.

•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin city-wide Chanukah Celebration at the 
Bayshore town Center rotunda at 6:30pm.  the program will include 
a Giant Balloon menorah, children’s choir, Chai notes, balloon twisting fun, 
raffle prizes, food and fun.

sAtUrDAY night, DeCemBer 24
•	 the shul east is sponsoring a Chanukah Adult social Bash at 8:30pm 

at Lubavitch House.

sUnDAY, DeCemBer 25
•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin’s Annual Car menorah parade, beginning 

with a public menorah lighting at the Betty Brinn park at the corner of 
Michigan Avenue and Lincoln Memorial Drive.  The 75-car menorah parade 
will proceed northward via Lincoln memorial drive to Lake drive, to the 
shul in Bayside, at the corner of Lake drive and Brown deer road, for a 
stopover to light the menorah and have refreshments.  then, heading to 
Mequon via Brown Deer Road to Port Washington to have the 3rd menorah 
lighting at _____ by Chabad of mequon.

monDAY, DeCemBer 26
•	 the mitzvah Corps will sponsor a public menorah Lighting at the 

milwaukee Admirals game, starting at 7:00pm – the Menorah lighting 
will take place after the first period.  (to purchase tickets, contact rabbi 
avremi schapiro at 414-228-8000 or avremi@chabadwi.org)

•	 the shul east presents the children’s program, Kids Conquer it, at the 
Jewish Home at 3:30pm. Games, crafts and sharing the Chanukah joy with 
elders.

tUesDAY, DeCemBer 20        
•	 Chabad of UWm presents spread the Light, a public menorah 

lighting in the UWM Union concourse beginning at 12pm.  The Chancellor 
will be on hand to celebrate with the lighting. Jelly doughnuts and 
chocolate coins will be distributed after the lighting.

•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin public menorah lighting at the rotunda of the 
milwaukee County Courthouse at 1:30pm. 

•	 Chabad of mequon public menorah Lighting at 4:15 Pm in downtown 
Grafton - Corner of Wisconsin and Beach.

•	 Chabad of mequon is sponsoring the grand Chanukah skating party 
and Dinner in Ozaukee Skateland in Cedarburg 5-7 PM.  Menorah lighting 
in the center of the rink.

•	 Chabad of Kenosha Car top menorah parade at 4:45pm.  to have 
your car fitted with a car top menorah and to join in the parade email 
rabbitzali@jewishkenosha.com.  

•	 Chabad of Kenosha’s public menorah Lighting at 5:15 PM at the Civic 
Center.  Hot Latkes, doughnuts, chocolate gelt, menorahs and candle kits.  
followed by the grand Chanukah Bowl! at the Guttormsen recreation 
Center.  Bowling pin menorah, buffet dinner, Chanukah music and two 
hours unlimited bowling .

•	 Jewish reACh is sponsoring a Chanukah celebration at Lubavitch 
House at 7:30pm – please RSVP at rye@chabadwi.org.   for more 
information on other events call rabbi elman at 414-213-8023.

tUesDAY, DeCemBer 27
•	 Adult Friendship Circle is having the holiday Cooking Club at the 

Shul in Bayside from 5:00-7:00pm.  Join us for this annual event!  We’ll 
light the menorah, enjoy delicious food, fill sufganiyot and play Jewish 
Jeopardy.

WeDnesDAY, DeCemBer 28
•	 Winter Fun Day for Friendship Circle children and young adults from 

12:15-3:45pm.  We will be traveling to Pump It Up in Brookfield for an 
afternoon of inflatable fun.  the Chanukah party Bus leaves from the shul 
at 12:15pm sharp. 

Join us in the following festivities

Chabad of the Bay area will sponsor a Chanukah menorah Lighting 
Celebration.  Please call (920) 288-2252 or e-mail chabadofthebayarea@
gmail.com for more time and location.
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It looked the same, smelled the same, tasted the same. 
There was nothing in that little jar of “pure oil” – 
that was found in the temple after freeing it from the 
Greeks – to distinguish it from any other pure-grade, 

virgin olive oil. The only distinct thing about 
it was the seal of the high priest, signifying that 
it was ritually pure. But the Jews insisted on 
using only the ritually pure oil, and no other, 
to light the menorah in the Holy Temple, 
thus precipitating the renowned miracle of 
Chanukah.

“Ritually pure.” What, exactly, is that? What 
properties does a ritually pure sample of olive 
oil have that the others don’t? What laboratory 
tests can be performed to measure degrees of 
ritual purity? There are none. Ritual purity is a state that 
has no parallel in the physical universe; it exists solely in the 
world of the spirit.

The Jewish tenacity in adhering to their rigorous rules of 
purity and impurity drove the rationalistic Greeks berserk. 
This was why, when plundering the Holy Temple, they 
defiled every jar of oil that they could get their hands on. 
The obstinacy of the Jews enraged them. Why did the Jews 
insist on living in a reality that no one else could see, one 
that was unverifiable by empirical evidence? Bring a proof, 
bring evidence that the “pure” olive oil was indeed more 
refined or superior to the “defiled” oil, and we’ll accept your 
religious ritual. But the Jews did not and could not offer any 
earthly evidence that this oil was any different than other oil. 
All they had was their faithfulness to a standard that existed 
purely in the realm of spirit.

Mind you, the Greeks were not strangers to the world of 
the spirit. They had their own finely developed culture with 
drama, art, philosophy and religions, rivaling anything in 
modern times. But their aesthetic had a certain logic to it; it 

appealed to human instincts. The Jews followed 
rules that did not conform to any human 
system of thought. They unapologetically 
declared their allegiance to a Master who was 
above human logic and understanding.

Not much has changed in the 2,000 years 
of Jewish existence since the Chanukah story. 
As an observant Jewish woman, I often field 
questions about my lifestyle from curious, 
usually friendly outsiders. I don’t mind these 
questions at all; in fact, I enjoy the challenges 

they present to me.  “What’s the point of covering your hair 
with a wig, if it’s just as attractive as your own hair?” “The 
kosher laws may have made sense before modern refrigeration 
and sanitation. But in today’s world, what makes kosher 
meat different than non-kosher?” “I understand Shabbat is 
a special day of the week. But is turning on a light that big 
of a deal?”

I do the best I can to answer these questions truthfully 
and intelligently. But before I can formulate an answer for 
someone else, I must turn to myself first and ask, why? Why, 
indeed, do I follow these laws? What compels me to observe 
Shabbat, eat only kosher, or maintain the intricate laws of 
family purity? As I question myself, I realize that all the 
beautiful, eloquent explanations I find do not really express 
the core reason for why I keep the commandments. Not 
that those answers are not truthful; they are all absolutely 

How Was The 
Chanukah Oil 
Different?

What is 
my real 

motivation, 
the “why” 
behind my 

observance?



Special Chanukah presentation at www.chabadwi.org/Chanukah 15

MEQUON.
JUDAICA once only 
  found in New York is now 
available in 

Crown Judaica
Located in the Peltz Center for Jewish Life-Lower Level

2233 W. Mequon Rd   262-242-9514  crownjudaica.org
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9 to 4 | Wed 9 to 6 | Fri 9 to 12 |Sun 10 to 12:30

B"H

sincere. Shabbat is truly a magnificent experience, a day that 
nurtures me and gives me strength to cope with the week 
to come. Keeping kosher helps me be more mindful of the 
act of eating and elevates all my physical functions to a 
higher plane. Observing the laws of modesty enhances my 
relationship with my husband and brings us closer together. 
But none of these reasons really explain why I keep these 
laws. What is my real motivation, the “why” behind my 
observance?

It’s a sentiment that is not very easy to articulate, especially 
to a slightly mocking stranger. It sounds almost uncouth; 
too raw and unsophisticated to declare that I observe Jewish 
laws because I am a Jew, and G-d commanded me to do so. 
As a 21st century Jew, I am still battling a personal, inner 
foe, a modern incarnation of the ancient Greek who derides 
open displays of faith. That inner Greek is comfortable 
with rational, cultural or psychological explanations for the 
commandments. Observance based on faith sounds scary 
and out of touch with modern-day reality.

But that’s the whole point -- as Jews we’ve never been 
in touch with everyone else’s reality, modern or otherwise. 
Being Jewish means having a connection with a reality 
that’s out of view of the physical senses; a reality in which 
the difference between pure and impure, kosher and non-
kosher, Shabbat and weekday, is self-evident and intuitive. 
The miracle of Chanukah that we commemorate each year is 
a celebration of that essential connection we have with that 
which is beyond reason.

As I said, it’s not easy for me to express my faith in 
words. Words are for communicating thoughts, concepts, 
philosophies. Words are what we use to bridge the gap, 
when my reality is different from yours. But the faith that 
is in me, my soul-bond with G-d, is the same as in you. 
Mitzvot are not a philosophy; they are our life, our essence. 
That’s why mitzvot can’t really be explained. They need to be 
felt, experienced, through tangible physical acts. Like laying 
tefillin. Or placing a coin in a charity box.  Or lighting a 

candle. 
And finally, another “why” question that Chanukah often 

invokes. It’s such a warm little holiday, a nice alternative 
to all the commercialized glitz out there. We can celebrate 
at home, share latkes and jelly donuts, play a few rounds 
of draidel and sing Maoz Tzur. But why all the publicity? 
Why the huge Menorahs and celebrations? Why does Jewish 
law stipulate that we must light the Menorah by either the 
window or the door, at a time of night when passersby are 
likely to see it? The answer is really the culmination of all 
of those “why” questions: because it’s not enough to hold 
my faith hidden deep in my heart like a treasure. It can’t 
just remain “up there,” in the spiritual realm. It needs to be 
expressed and articulated; it must find a home within the 
physical, commonplace world.

We kindle the Chanukah lights in public to make a proud 
statement to everyone, curious strangers and mocking Greeks 
alike: We are the Jewish nation, and we are here to stay. These 
lights will pierce through all worldly darkness, and will never 
be extinguished.

From Chabad.org by Chaya Shuchat.  Chaya Shuchat is a mother 
of four, a teacher and freelance writer living in Brooklyn, New York.
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“Schneerson, Guests 
have Come to Visit Us!”
Early on the morning of June 15, 1927, members of 

the Russian secret police and the Jewish Communist 
Party (Yevsektzia) arrived at the Leningrad apartment 

of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, the sixth Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, to arrest him for the counterrevolutionary crime of 
spreading Judaism.

Shortly after the agents arrived at his home, his future 
son-in-law (and later, his successor), Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, approached the house. Before he entered, Chaya 
Mushka—daughter of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, and Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel’s future wife—ducked into a side room 
and, unaccompanied by the authorities for a moment, opened 
the window and called out: “Schneerson, guests have come to 
visit us!” Upon hearing that and understanding that the long-
feared arrest was finally playing out, he hurriedly turned around 
and rushed to the home of the Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak’s secretary, 
who—knowing that his own arrest couldn’t be too far behind—
immediately proceeded to burn the incoming mail and other 
evidence of their “crimes.”

•  •  •
Several nights ago, I had the opportunity to participate 

in the wedding, in Moscow, of two young people—Blumi, 
daughter of Chief Rabbi of, and the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem 
M. Schneerson’s shaliach (emissary) to Moscow, Rabbi Berel 
and Mrs. Chani Lazar, and Aizik, son of Chief Rabbi of, and 
the Rebbe’s shaliach to Bogota, Columbia, Rabbi Yehoshua 
Binyomin and Mrs. Rivka Rosenfeld.

The poetry was especially poignant.
If one knows anything about the history of Jews and Judaism 

in the USSR, he knows that the entire notion of this wedding 
was surreal—actually, unthinkable. Over 2,000 people from 
around the world—I noted participants from South Africa, 
Over 2,000 people from around the world had flown into 
Moscow to celebrate a Jewish wedding, aided by the Russian 
authorities. South America, and every country in the former 
Soviet Union—had flown into Moscow to celebrate a Jewish 
wedding, aided by the Russian authorities. Food and drink 
were plentiful (especially drink—it is Russia . . . ), and the 
words of Torah were flowing. As the master of ceremonies 
explained every step of the Jewish wedding ceremony to those 
as yet religiously uninitiated—many of them young people 
newly interested in learning about their Judaism—the crowd 
observed and participated with excitement.

You don’t need to add an exclamation point to a scene like 
that, and each person can find his or her own “wow.” But here’s 
my personal exclamation point: The wedding took place on 
the fifteenth of Sivan—84 years to the day after Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchak’s arrest in Leningrad.

In the winter of 1927, several months before his arrest, 
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak took a train from Leningrad to Moscow 
to conduct some of his underground activity, receiving reports 
from several of his traveling clandestine shluchim about their 
work. In a riveting entry in his diary, he relates how he was 
shadowed to the train station by the Leningrad Yevsektzia 
and, after arriving in Moscow, was spirited from the hotel by 
a friendly attendant who recognized the impending danger. 
Eventually he made it to a prescheduled meeting with an 
elderly gentleman at the Stara Varvarskaya Hotel.

As they met, members of the Moscow Yevsektzia finally 
caught up with him, burst into his room, pulled out their 
revolvers, and demanded that the rebbe and the other individual 

C o n t e m p o r a r y  s t o r i e s  o f  h o p e ,  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p r o m i s e
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show their identification.
The individual with whom 

the rebbe was meeting was 
himself a member of both the 
Sovnarkom (Council of People’s 
Commissars) and OGPU, the 
state secret police of the time. 
He pulled rank on the young 
bullies, demanding to see their 
search warrant. The tables were 
turned dramatically, and they 
now needed to provide some 
answers of their own.

In his diary, Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchak continues: “Affected 
by the event and the divine 
providence that G-d had shown, 
I walk to Kremlin Square . . . 
Although the hour is late, my 
emotions are intense and my 
head is hurting. I think the good air and the light of the moon 
will calm me. I decide to take a walk. I chanced upon a good 
taxi, and I went to Sokolniki Park. At 1:30 AM, I arrived back 
at my room in the Stara Varvarskaya Hotel.”

As it turns out, the beautiful forested area in the middle of 

Moscow where the wedding had 
taken place was . . . Sokolniki 
Park. And yes, the air was still 
fresh, and the full moon was 
radiant.

On a personal level, as I 
observed Rabbi Berel and Chani 
as they married off their daughter, 
I thought of the difficult 
circumstances under which they 
went out on shlichus some 21 
years ago. With literally nothing 
in hand, they rented an apartment 
where the only furnishings, for 
many long months, were two 
mattresses and a crib for their 
baby.

The other night, I noticed 
that their struggle now was a 

bit different. Berel strove—mostly 
successfully—to welcome each guest with a smile and a 
moment of individual attention. The Who’s Who of Russian 
Jewry, hundreds of shluchim from across the former Soviet 
Union who had flown in with their own supporters and friends, 
and untold other friends who had arrived from around the 
world, were each vying for a brief moment to speak with him 
and convey their wishes. The Speaker of the Russian Parliament 
obviously knows him well; in his remarks, he wished the bride 
and groom that they have as many children as the Lazars—a 
large and beautiful family, thank G-d. The mattresses and baby 
crib have been replaced by a presentable apartment with many 
beds.

As I traveled home, I realized not so much has changed 
in 80 years . . . On the fifteenth of Sivan, in Sokolniki Park 
in Moscow, the Lazars, shluchim across Russia, and Russian 
Jewry welcomed Jews who had arrived from across the world—
proclaiming, “Schneerson, guests have come to visit us!” •

By Elkanah Shmotkin

VOICES FROM 
MOSCOW FOREST  
One moment captured it all for me more than 

anything. It was when Aizak was saying the Maamer, 

a discourse of the Rebbe, based on a talk that the 

Previous Rebbe had said at his wedding, which is 

invoked at the beginning of the wedding as a way 

of “inviting” the Rebbes to come join in the wedding.

Suddenly there was a bustle near one of the doors, 

as it opened and an entourage of burly security 

guards walked in escorting some important looking 

guy. “Who is that I asked?” a nearby fellow. “That’s 

the Speaker of Parliament - number three in the 

government after Putin and Medvedev.” But Aizak 

was saying the Maamer. So he sat down patiently on 

the side while Aizak finished. And then he brought 

the message from the Russian Federation.

By Rabbi Asher Deren of Capetown, South Africa
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Victory In  
Mid-Season
In my little shtetel, Weatogue, near Hartford, Connecticut, 

there is a fellow by the name of Rick Gross. His ten year 
old son, Gabe Gross, is a sweet boy. The local AA team in 

Hartford CT, The New Britain Rock Cats had a player named 
Gabe Gross. So one day little Gabe Gross went to a Rock Cats 
game and met big Gabe Gross, who came out of the dugout, 
spent 10 minutes with him and promised to stay in touch. He 
kept his promise and from time to time he would send a letter 
to little Gabe Gross.

Eventually big Gabe Gross, went 
on to the majors and ended up 
at the Milwaukee Brewers. Gabe 
Gross continued sending letters to 
little Gabe Gross while he was a 
professional baseball player. 

Now, as you know in the baseball 
world the American and National 
league don’t play each other. The 
Milwaukee Brewers are in the 
National League and the Boston 
Red Sox, the American League, but 
every once in a while they do inter-
league games to make it exciting. 
One of those games was scheduled 
for May 19, 2010. And so, they 
have a game between the Milwaukee 
Brewers and the Boston Red Sox to 
be played in Boston. 

Little Gabe Gross very much 
wanted to attend and get together again in person with big 
Gabe Gross.

What do you do when you need tickets, when you need 
anything, who do you call, you call Chabad. So, sometime in 
March I received a call from Rick Gross. “Rabbi Samuels, I 
know you have connections, I want my son to go to this game 
so he can meet Gabe Gross, the professional player from the 
Milwaukee Brewers. Boston is right near us, can you arrange 
it for me?” 

What does a Chabad rabbi say? Of course, no problem. I 
begin to call my rolodex. Unfortunately, everyone I call tells me 
“not that game.” It seems there is simply no one I know who 
can get us tickets for that game. 

ESPN has a center right there near us, where Rick had a 

connection. The fellow said that he would do his best. A week 
later, he returns, saying, “Not only did I find tickets, they’re 
right behind home plate. Except there is a little problem. It’s 
for May 4th. The May 19th game is sold out. Forget about the 
Milwaukee Brewers.” 

Rick explained to the man at ESPN, “You don’t understand. 
The whole purpose of my son’s need for the tickets is to meet 
Gabe Gross.” The man from ESPN says “This is what I have, 
do you want them?” 

The Father then calls me to tell me the news, asking “What 
should I do?” Being a Chabad shliach (emissary) and being 
accustomed to miracles, I say, “Rick, you know, G-d is not 
limited and G-d can make it possible that you’ll meet Gabe 
Gross at the May 4th game. 

“Rabbi, I like your enthusiasm,” he responded, “but it’s 
simply impossible. On May 4th the Milwaukee Brewers are 
playing a different team. Gabe Gross is going to be in another 

part of the country. It’s not possible.”
I said, “I want you to remember, 

G-d is not limited”. 
“Rabbi Samuels,” Rick Gross 

responded, “I promise you, if my 
son meets Gabe Gross on May 4th, 
I’ll put on teffilin”. 

Now for a Chabad shliach, that’s 
an incentive. So, I took pen and 
paper, wrote a letter and faxed it to 
the attendant at the Rebbe’s resting 
place to be placed there. I told the 
Rebbe, I know this might be trivial, 
but I need the player Gabe Gross in 
Boston on May 4th. I have a fellow 
who is ready to put on teffilin. I 
need your help, Rebbe. I’m a shliach. 
I know it’s small. I don’t ask for 
much. Actually, I do ask for a lot, 

but this is important. Please intervene 
with G-d to make it happen.

That Shabbos Rick came to shul and told everyone, Rabbi 
Samuels tells me there is a possibility of this guy, Gabe Gross 
showing up. I told him I’d put on teffilin if he does. Everyone 
laughs, as they all know it’s impossible. 

Guess what happened. As I said, G-d is not limited. In a very 
rare move (Players are usually not traded mid-season,) Gabe 
Gross was traded to the Tampa Bay Devil Rays, who played the 
Boston Red Sox on… you guessed it…. May 4th! 

Rick and Gabe went to the game. Little Gabe did meet and 
speak to big Gabe… Rick Gross did put on Tefillin… again and 
again and again. •

As told by Rabbi Mendel Samuels
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Light Amidst 
Darkness
As a child, it was ingrained in my very being 

that my every move was being monitored. Freedom of 
religion was a foreign concept as citizens of the Soviet 

Union. With every step that I took in the street I needed to 
look back to see who was following me, who was keeping track 
of my activities.

Invariably my shadows were KGB informers, and specifically 
the Yevesektzia, the notorious Jewish branch of the KGB, 
whose mission it was to eradicate religion in the Soviet Union, 
with special emphasis placed on stamping out Judaism.

Families like mine were right in the KGB’s crosshairs. They 
knew that we were members of the “Schneersons,” as they 
dubbed us: Chabad chassidim who worked tirelessly to keep 
alive the flame of Torah and mitzvot, and its infrastructure, 
in Communist Russia. The “Schneersons”, who built an 
underground network of Torah schools, synagogues, and 
mikvahs.

This was my childhood. Despite the risk and the constant 
vigilance required, we lived a traditional Jewish life. We prayed, 
studied Torah and all about Judaism, and even had chassidic 
gatherings, complete with singing and dancing. Needless to say, 
all of this was done in utmost secrecy.

Public school attendance was mandated by the law, and 
school life was understandably difficult, presenting many 
challenges for a boy who wished to follow all Jewish laws and 
traditions. For example, I would always have to find a place to 
ritually wash my hands before eating my lunch sandwich.

I had three Jewish classmates who were religious. Naturally, 
we bonded and became close friends. After school we would 
go to a secret location to learn Torah in a clandestine afternoon 
school. Sometimes the location of this “school” changed four or 
five times a week, for fear that the previous location might have 
been compromised. We took all this in stride; it was “normal” 
life for us.

One particular event sticks out in my mind. The school 
principal came to our class one day together with the school 
nurse. It was actually quite unusual for them to visit a 
classroom together. The principal informed us that we would 
be receiving immunization shots.

Now, while this might seem to be a routine medical procedure, 
for me it was far from simple…. I was wearing Tzitzit beneath 
my shirt. You know a Tzitzit is that four-cornered garment with 
eight knotted strings dangling from each corner. This garment 
reminds us of the 613 commandments contained in the Torah, 

our holy guidebook for life.
If I would now pick up my shirt to receive a shot in my 

back, the nurse would definitely notice my normally concealed 
tzitzit. That could mean doom for my family and me.

I’m not talking about a small fine or even some lashes. This 
could mean that my father, and maybe even me, would sit in 
a dark and dingy jail cell. My father had already sat in prison 
before, and my friends’ parents too. It was hell on earth. A 
wave of heat overcame my body. I immediately devised a plan: 
I would request permission to use the bathroom, and there I 
would remove my tzitzit.

I requested permission to the go to the bathroom. In a sly 
voice the principal responded, “Sure, you will receive the first 
shot and after that you can go right to the bathroom.” I am not 
sure why he did not let me go to the bathroom first; perhaps he 
thought that I was trying to avoid getting the shot. I am certain 
that he was unaware of my tzitzit.

I tried to hide the fringes by hiking up my tzitzit as a high as 
possible. All went seemingly well. The nurse administered the 
shot and didn’t mention a word about the fringes. I wasn’t sure 
whether she didn’t notice them, or whether perhaps she simply 
ignored them.

The next day during lunch break, the nurse called me in to 
her room. I was sure that my time had come. She must have 
noticed them, and now I was in grave trouble. She closed the 
door behind me and gently asked, “Are those tzitzit or tefillin?”

You can imagine my shock! She continued, telling me that 
she was Jewish and how she recalled her grandfather wearing 
the same sort of garment. She distinctly remembered two 
Jewish ritual objects mentioned in her home, and she wanted 
to know which of them I was wearing.

She told me that she was inspired and heart-warmed by my 
strength and courage, maintaining my Jewish traditions under 
such harsh conditions. We discussed what it meant to be a 
religious Jew in Soviet Russia as well as my personal hardships 
in school. She told me that from that day on I could come to 
her room to ritually wash my hands and eat my lunch. And 
indeed, that was what I did from that day on.•

As heard from Betzalel Schif 
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In August of 1975 I went to Detroit for some business 
meetings.

I arrived on a Tuesday morning, had meetings 
all day, and in the evening went to stay with one 

of the people who was involved in the business meetings, 
and whose family was associated with the local Lubavitch 
community.

My hosts had invited a few couples to their home. 
Although not at my instigation, the conversation turned to 
religion and one of the men there kept asking seemingly 
facetious questions about tefillin: “Why couldn’t they 
be round?” “Who said that they had to be black?” etc. 
etc. The “evening” ended at about 2:00 am. As we were 
saying goodbye, I said to the man who had been asking 
the questions: “I suppose that you have a special interest 
in tefillin; is that was why you were asking those questions 
about them?” 

“I haven’t put on tefillin for over 20 years!” was his reply. 

“But you should!” I responded. 
He then said: “Everyone here is now going home to sleep 

but I am going to work. I own a bakery and we work all 
through the night. If you want me to put on tefillin, you can 
come to my bakery at about 6:30 am. At that time we are 
between bakes and I’ll put on tefillin.”

I must admit that this was not my style but I could not 
refuse, so at 6:30 Wednesday morning I arrived at his bakery 
with tefillin, prayer book and skull cap, and amongst the 
sacks of flour he put on tefillin. What surprised me was that 
he needed no help -- he knew exactly what to do and what 
to say.

After he finished, I said to him: “You obviously know 
how to put on tefillin, you know the blessings and the 
prayers, why don’t you do it regularly?” He told me that 
he didn’t own a pair of tefillin and it was not one of his 
priorities to buy a pair, but if someone gave him a pair of 
tefillin he would put them on regularly. I answered that I 

In gratitude to the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM,  
gift of love, we present the following story.

Another Day
Without 
Tefillin?

By Benzion Rader
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was returning to England via New York 
but I expected to be back in Detroit in 
about six weeks and that I would bring 
him a pair of tefillin.

Late that evening I flew to New 
York and stayed overnight in Crown 
Heights. Thursday morning I prayed 
with the Rebbe and sent in a note to 
him. I wrote to the Rebbe about the 
business discussions and about the 
episode with the man in Detroit and 
the tefillin. I concluded the note by 
telling the Rebbe that I was returning 
to London that evening (Thursday night) and that I was 
especially looking forward to Shabbat, since our entire 
family will be staying with us in our London home: my 
daughter, her husband and three children from London; 
my daughter, her husband and baby from New York; and 
my son, who was studying in Israel, and would be home 
prior to returning to New York. This was the first time that 
the whole family, including the grandchildren, was to be 
together for a Shabbat.

After praying I went to Manhattan. My intention was to 
return to Brooklyn in time to pray the afternoon prayers 
with the Rebbe and then go to the airport for my journey 
home.

A little while before the afternoon prayers I returned to 
the Rebbe’s headquarters at 770 Eastern Parkway, where the 
Rebbe’s secretary told me he had been trying to reach me, as 
he had a reply to my note to the Rebbe.

In his reply the Rebbe gave a blessing for the business 
discussions but then wrote: “Do you think it is right that a 
Jew who put on tefillin yesterday for the first time in over 
twenty years should wait another six weeks for you to buy 
him a pair of tefillin so that he could perform the Mitzvah 
again? You should buy the tefillin 
today, and if you can arrange to get 
them to him in Detroit in time for 
him to put them on today, fine; if 
not, you should personally return 
to Detroit today with the tefillin 
so that he can put them on in 

good time. You should do this even if 
it means not being with your family for 
Shabbat.” The Rebbe then wrote: “And 
when this Jew sees how important it is 
for you that he does not miss even one 
day putting on tefillin, this mitzvah 
will have a special importance to him.”

There were a number of problems. 
It was the time of exchange control 
in England, and one could only take 
a small amount of currency out of the 
country; I had used up all my allowance, 
so I had only a small amount of money 

with me. I certainly didn’t have enough money to also buy a 
new airline ticket. The second problem was obtaining a pair 
of tefillin in Crown Heights. First I tried Lubavitch Youth’s 
office, however, they had none; then the Judaica store 
“Drimmers,” who were out of stock. Finally I was able to 
buy a pair at a store on Kingston Avenue -- the last pair they 
had -- against my check. Then I phoned American Airlines, 
who would transport them, and the person with whom I 
had stayed Tuesday night in Detroit, who said he would 
collect them at the airport and deliver them in time to the 
person for whom they were intended. One of the yeshivah 
students gave me a lift to La Guardia Airport and the tefillin 
were put on the plane to Detroit.

I left for London only after advising the Rebbe what had 
been arranged, and after waiting to hear that they had been 
collected and delivered in Detroit.

A few months later, I met the person again in Detroit and 
asked him how he was doing with the tefillin. He told me 
that he had not missed a day -- even walking home in the 
snow one day when his car broke down so that he put on 
the tefillin before sundown. He said: “Because of the trouble 
you went to in order that I should receive the tefillin the 

very next day, they are especially 
important to me.”

Almost the exact words that the 
Rebbe had written to me.

“Do you think it 
is right that a Jew 

who put on tefillin 
yesterday for the 
first time in over 

twenty years should 
wait another six 

weeks…?”
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Adult Education

What’s Happening
at Lubavitch of Wisconsin

Gold & Silver
Bought and Sold

We are highly competitive buyers of precious 
metals, coin collections, and jewelry. Contact us 
with confidence whether your collection is large or 
small. We also sell a wide range of precious metals, 
so call today for our latest quotes.

Web: www.paragoncoins.com • e-mail: ak@paragoncoins.com

1425 W. Mequon Road, Ste E
M-F 9-5

In
Harris Bank
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Adult Education

Jewish Beginnings 
Grandparents’ Day
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Mitzvah Corps!
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Kenosha Torah 
Dedication
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Sukkos Under the Stars Children’s
Programs
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Children’s
Programs
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Hillel Academy
50th Anniversary

Dinner
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Hillel Academy
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The Shul
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Jewish REACH

The Shul East
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Chabad on Campus - UWM

Chabad of Madison
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Jewish Classes 
Gain Popularity 
at the University 
of Wisconsin
By Reuvena Leah Grodnitzky, Chabad.edu

For students at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, going to class has taken on multiple 
meanings. Since Rabbi Mendel and Henya 
Matusof moved to campus in 2005, it’s just as 

common to find Jewish students studying for their final 
exams as delving into a classical work of Jewish thought.

Every week, some 100 students flock to one of the Rohr 
Chabad-Lubavitch Jewish Student Center’s classes, which 
range from Chasidic philosophy to weekly 
Torah insights to one-on-one in-depth 
study. As the Chabad House’s most popular 
offerings, learning opportunities fill the 
schedule, with at least one class offered 
every day of the week.

“I love learning one-on-one. Whatever 
we learn, he makes it applicable and 
interesting,” said Keith Lewis, a sophomore 
math and economics major. “When 
I learned [in greater detail] about the 
commandment to love a fellow Jew, for 
example, I saw how to put this into action 

with others by not focusing on their flaws. It was really 
helpful in my life.”

One of the most successful programs is the Sinai Scholars 
Society, which draws 45 students in two classes each 
semester. The class, which is jointly sponsored by the Rohr 
Jewish Learning Institute and Lubavitch of Wisconsin, 
focuses on the Ten Commandments and is reportedly larger 
at UW than at many other campuses in the country.

“I really got a lot out of Sinai Scholars and the other classes 
that I’ve taken at Chabad,” said Zach Pestine, a philosophy 
and communications junior from Chicago. “I like that 
they’re all very applicable to my life. Rabbi Mendel is very 
relatable and easy to talk to. For me, it has been great to 
see how many students get involved with things beyond the 
party scene on campus and become very inspired by classes.”

Learning opportunities have enabled students to change 
their approach to many real-life topics as well.

“My approach to these matters would have been very 
legal,” explained David Glickstein, a political science 
sophomore who took a Talmudic ethics class covering such 
subjects as euthanasia. “I never thought of them from a 
Jewish perspective before, and why certain things may be 
ethical or unethical.”

For Mendel Matusof, who grew up in Madison at the 
local Chabad House, returning to the town to focus on 
its students has been especially rewarding. Now that UW, 
which is 10 percent Jewish, has its own Chabad center for 
Jewish life, students flock to programs and events. Chabad’s 
Sabbath meals are the largest on campus, with up to 120 
students every Friday night, and this year’s Passover Seder 
was the largest yet, with so many students – 320 to be exact 
– that the Matusofs had to rent a space to accommodate it. 

Lubavitch of 
Wisconsin in the 

NEWS

Rabbi Mendel Matusof presides over a pre-Rosh Hashanah class at the Chabad House serving 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
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But in the end, it is the classes that have increased Chabad’s 
popularity on campus.

“I like how Rabbi Mendel presents a question, a seeming 
contradiction, and then delves into it until we realize at the 
end that everything makes sense, it all fits together, and 
there’s a profound unity in the Torah,” said Emily Irwin, 
a recent graduate who will go on to study at the Mayanot 
Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. “The classes clear 
up a lot of misconceptions and have enabled me to become 
very introspective and reacquainted with my inner self. I’ve 
really gained a new perspective on my life; learning has been 
an incredible experience for me.”

For many students, the classes’ personal approaches make 
them so attractive.

“I never feel like I’m being lectured to, it’s always 
discussion focused and very intellectually stimulating,” 

said Ilana Bandos, a biology senior who learns with Henya 
Matusof. “I liked learning, for example, the Jewish view of 
abortion. It was very different from what I expected and 
I’ve gotten into debates with my friends since I first learned 
about it.”

And the learning can be very practical as well. Bandos 
is set to study abroad on a marine biology program in the 
Caribbean this fall, so the Matusofs have been helping her 
prepare to observe the High Holidays on her own in faraway 
Turks and Cacaos.

“Torah study is the heart and soul of Judaism,” said the 
rabbi. “It’s important for students to connect to Judaism on 
an intellectual level. I just learn lots of Torah with them and 
let the Judaism speak for itself.”

Mequon Girl Takes 
Part in White 
House Hanukkah 
Ceremony
From the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

An 11-year-old Mequon girl read her award-
winning essay on the meaning of Hanukkah at 
the White House on Wednesday as part of the 
annual menorah lighting ceremony.

Liora Bushee, a fifth-grader at Hillel Academy in 
Whitefish Bay, penned the piece, titled “Light” - that’s also 
the meaning of her name - as part of a national contest.

“I’m so excited. I really can’t wait,” Liora said before the 
ceremony by telephone from Washington, D.C., where 
she’d traveled with her parents, Deb and Glenn, 14-year-old 
sister Chana, and 7-year-old brother Natan.

The ceremony, sponsored by the Washington-based 
American Friends of Lubavitch, included performances by 

internationally known violinist Itzhak Perlman and cantor 
Itche Meir Helfgot. Jack Lew, director of the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget and the Obama administration’s 
highest-ranking Jewish official, lighted the menorah.

Hanukkah is the festival of lights that commemorates the 
cleansing of the Temple after the Jewish Maccabees defeated 
their occupiers more than 2,000 years ago. Tradition holds 
that the Maccabees found only enough oil to illuminate the 
temple for a day, yet the flames burned miraculously for 
eight.



setting up the menorah
all the lampholders of the menorah should be of 
even height and in an even line, except for the 
shamash (service candle), which should be at a 
distinctly different height than the rest.

Candles may be used. Because of its role 
in the Chanukah miracle, a menorah of oil is of 
special significance. the candles used must burn 
for at least half an hour.

a menorah which uses electric candles can 
be used as a Chanukah decoration, but does not 
achieve the mitzvah of lighting the menorah. 

placement of the menorah
the optimum place for a menorah is in a doorway, 
opposite the mezuzah. you can also use a window 
that is visible from the street.

Who lights the menorah?
the Chanukah miracle is for everyone to share and 
all members of the family should be present at 
the kindling of the Chanukah menorah. it is best 
that each one has its own menorah. a married 
couple is considered one unit. Children, too, 
should be encouraged to light their own candles. 
students and singles living in dormitories or their 
own apartments should kindle menorahs in their 
own rooms.

how to Light the menorah?
on the first night, light the candle furthest to 
the right. each day, add another to the left of the 
original. always light the newly added candle 
first.

Before lighting, say the appropriate blessing. 
after lighting the candles recite Hanairos Hallolu 
(see page 39).

time of Lighting
the right time to light is at nightfall (about 
30 minutes after sunset). your menorah should 
remain lit for at least a half hour past nightfall. 
you may light earlier, but make sure the candles 
are long enough to stay lit for the requisite half 
hour past nightfall.

got home late? As long as someone’s 
around to see the menorah, you can still 
light it with a blessing. After that, light the 
menorah without a blessing. 

the menorah before and 
after shabbat
on friday, we light the Chanukah candles before 
the shabbat candles. (see schedule on page 39.) 
the Chanukah flame should burn the required 
half an hour after nightfall. to achieve this, make 
sure to use extra long candles or more oil in the 
menorah. 

on saturday, the Chanukah candles are not 
lit until the end of shabbat (see schedule on next 
page), after the Havdalah prayer is recited.

note: From the time the shabbat 
candles are lit on Friday, until shabbat ends 
(an hour after Friday’s candle-lighting time) 
the Chanukah menorah should not be re-lit, 
moved or prepared.

sitting by the Lights
“Chanukah” means “dedication,” and as we sing 
“Hanairos Hallolu,” the Chanukah Lights are 
devoted to our spiritual celebration; thus, we are 
not to derive physical benefit from them, only 
from the shamash.

“Chanukah” also means “education” and it is 
customary to sit by the menorah as the candles 
burn, telling stories and lessons related to the 
holiday.

Work should not be done in the proximity of 
the burning candles. Women, in particular, refrain 
from household work during the half hour that 
the Chanukah lights are burning, to honor the 
brave Jewish women who played a significant 
role in the Chanukah story.

Chanukah gelt
parents give their children Chanukah Gelt 
(money) on Chanukah.  the fifth night is a special 
time for giving Chanukah gelt. the fifth night is 
significant, since on that night the majority of 
candles on the menorah are lit. However, parents 
are encouraged to give gelt every night.

Additional Charity
the triumph of Chanukah is also celebrated by 
giving additional charity during each day of the 
festival.  this shows that we are truly grateful to 
Hashem for all that He has done for us.  Chanukah 
Gelt comes in handy when you want to give a 
little extra charity.

note: on Friday be sure to give the 
Chanukah gelt and charity before shabbat 
candle lighting. Double the amount to 
account for shabbos, when money is not 
permitted to be handled.

Let’s  Chanukah!
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5772/2011 Menorah Kindling Schedule

Milwaukee Madison Kenosha Green Bay Eau Claire Wausau

FriDAy, DECEMBEr 23    Shabbos Candle Lighting Times
4:02 4:08 4:04 3:58 4:11 4:03

SATurDAy, DECEMBEr 24   Shabbos Ends
5:07 5:13 5:09 5:03 5:16 5:08

Shabbos Candle Lighting Schedule
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HANEirOS HALLALu
We kindle these lights (to commemorate) the 
saving acts, miracles and wonders which You 
have performed for our forefathers, in those 
days at this time, through Your holy Kohanim. 
Throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these 
lights are sacred and we are not permitted to 
make use of them in order to offer thanks and 
praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, for 
Your wonders and for Your salvations.

Al HANissim 
During the eight days of the Chanukah prayer 
we recite Al HaNissim in the Amidah  (daily silent 
prayer) and in the grace after meals.

The complete Hallel prayer (see your prayerbook) 
is also said in the morning services.

A portion of the Torah is read daily in the 
Synagogue during morning services.

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-
sho-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Cha-nu-kah. 

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom She-o-so 
Ni-sim La-avo-sei-nu  Ba-yo-mim Ho-heim Bi-z’man Ha-zeh.

The following is said only on the first evening (or the first time 
one kindles the lights this Chanukah).

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom She-heche-yo-
nu  Ve-ki-yi-mo-nu Ve-higi-o-nu Liz-man Ha-zeh.

1

2

3

THE BLESSiNGS

Tuesday, Dec. 20 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1, 2 & 3

Wednesday, Dec. 21 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Thursday, Dec. 22 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Friday, Dec. 23 – Before Shabbos 
Candle Lighting (See Chart Below)
Blessings 1 & 2

Saturday, Dec. 24 - After Shabbos 
Ends (See Chart Below)
Blessings 1 & 2

Sunday, Dec. 25 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Monday, Dec. 26 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Tuesday, Dec. 27 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE IRS

MEMBER, NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF ACCOUNTANTS

SALZSTEIN’S ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1712 E. CAPITOL DRIVE, SHOREWOOD. WI 53211-1910

414-332-3122

FAX 414-332-7772

Allan O. Salzstein
Enrolled Agent
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The Art of Illumination • Schonbek

• Kichler

• Waterford

• Casablanca

• Emerson

• Minka

• 100’s More

Properly selected and well placed lighting can transform your home – inside 
and out. BBC Home Lighting Outlet offers an incredible selection of name 
brand lights and fixtures at 50 to 90% savings everyday.  Our comprehensive 
selection includes outdoor wall lanterns and post lights, fluorescents and
                 commercial fixtures, table and floor lamps and shades, ceiling  fans,
                       bath and kitchen lighting fixtures. 

                           From chandeliers to sconce lights,  whatever your lighting
                                needs, you’ll find the solution at BBC Home Lighting Outlet.  

Visit Wisconsin’s largest lighting showroom! Open Every Day!
Mon.–Sat.  9a.m. to 5pm • Sundays 11a.m. to 4pm

Member ALA
American 
Lighting 

Association

Free Storage • Free Delivery • Free Light Bulbs
Free Consultation • New Home Lighting 

BBC LIGHTING
2015 W. St. Paul Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53233

414-933-0808
www.bbclighting.com
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