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The TWo
Purim Versions

E
ach year, we observe the festival of Purim, ful-
filling the observances of the day as they have 
been practiced for more than 2,300 years. We 
read the megillah, the “scroll of esther”; send 

shalach manos (gifts of food to our friends); give mat-
tanot la’evyonim (gifts to the poor); and partake of a fes-
tive meal, replete with food, drink and unbridled joy.

historically, the observances of mishloach manot, 
mattanot la’evyonim and feasting and rejoicing were 
jointly instituted by mordechai and esther, the two heroes 
of the Purim saga. however, the concept of the megillah 
came solely from esther: it was she, not mordechai, who 
advocated that the story of Purim be inscribed in a scroll 
and included among the twenty-four books of the “writ-
ten Torah” (the “Bible”), and that this written account 
should be publicly read each Purim. 

mordechai and esther both had their respective roles 
in the events of the time. mordechai personified the faith 
of his people through his refusal to bow to haman; he 
identified haman’s decree as the source of israel’s vulner-
ability, and called upon the Jewish people to repent and 
return to G-d. he led them in three days of fasting and 
prayer, and gathered thousands of Jewish children with 
whom he studied Torah in order to arouse the mercy of 
heaven to nullify the decree. 

esther, on the other hand, was the one who risked 
her life by approaching King Achashveirosh on the matter. 
it was she who provoked the king’s wrath against haman, 
and who prevailed upon him to empower the Jewish 
people to defend themselves against their enemies.

mordechai is the soul of Purim - the one who re-
paired the spiritual state of his people and summoned 
the divine intervention. esther is the body of Purim, she 
is the one who manipulated the physical events through 
which the salvation came about.

When our sages instituted the observances of 
Purim it was esther’s persona that prevailed. The Purim 
we observe today is esther’s physical Purim rather than 
mordechai’s spiritual model. indeed, the section of the 
Torah devoted to the story of Purim, is called “The Book 
of esther”- not “The Book of mordechai” or “The Book of 
mordechai and esther,” or even “The Book of esther and 
mordechai.”  Purim has been decisively established as 
esther’s story, esther’s miracle, esther’s festival.

For Purim is indeed the festival of the 
Jewish body. mordechai, too, recognized this when, 
together with esther, he instituted a series of decidedly 
physical observances for Purim: gifts of food and money, 
and the joy achieved through feasting and drinking.

on the most basic level, this is due to the fact that 
“the decree was to destroy and kill the bodies of the 
Jewish people... not their souls (as opposed to the efforts 
of the Greeks during the Chanukah saga) ... hence, the 
salvation is commemorated by physical means....” 

The physicality of the Purim observance reflects 
the “natural” form of the miracle it commemorates. no 
seas were split on Purim (as on Pesach  during the exo-
dus from egypt) no oil yielded eight times its potential 
light (as in the story of Chanukah), no divine voice issued 
from a flaming mountain (as when G-d gave the Ten 
Commandments on shavuos). To the casual observer, the 
events of Purim do not appear miraculous at all. rather, 
they seem like a series of fortunate coincidences. indeed, 
the name of G-d is not once mentioned in the Book of 
esther (!) - an absence fully consistent with its “story line” 
of a palace intrigue involving an evil minister, a beautiful 
queen and a fickle king. 

While other festivals celebrate G-d’s supra-natural 
interventions in history for the sake of his people, Purim 
extols the concealed hand of G-d within the natural 
world; divine providence implicit within even the most 
mundane workings of physical reality.

our calendar is replete with spiritual avenues of rela-
tionship with G-d: the experience of freedom on Passover, 
the experiencing of the revelation at sinai on shavuot, the 
imperial awe of rosh hashanah, the teshuvah - return to 
G-d of Yom Kippur, the sublime joy of sukkot and simchat 
Torah, the subtle light of Chanukah. But once a year we 
access a dimension of our relationship with G-d that no 
spiritual experience can capture. on Purim, it is our physi-
cality that affirms our commitment to G-d, expressing 
the truth that the being of our bodies is a testimony to 
the absolute being of G-d. 

– Adapted from Chabad.org
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The story of Purim, as related in the Book of Esther, gives 
us a clear analysis of the “Jewish problem”.

Being dispersed over 127 provinces and lands, their 
own still in ruins, the Jews undoubtedly differed from one 
another in custom, dress and language, according to the 
place of their dispersal, very much in the same way that 
Jews in different lands differ nowadays. Yet, though there 
were Jews who would conceal their Jewishness, Haman, 
the enemy of the Jews, recognized the essential qualities 
and characteristics of the Jews which made all of them, 
with or without their consent, into one people, namely, 
“their laws are different from those of any other people.” 
(Esther 3:8)

Hence, in his wicked desire to annihilate the Jews, 
Haman seeks to destroy “all the Jews, young 
and old, children and women.” Although there 
were in those days, too, Jews who adhered to 

the Torah and mitzvot, and Jews whose religious ties with 
their people were weak, or who sought to assimilate, none 
could escape the classification of belonging to that “lone peo-
ple”, and every one was included in Haman’s cruel decree.

In all ages there were Hamans, yet we have outlived them, 
thank G–d. Wherein lies the secret of our survival?

The answer will be evident from the following illustra-
tion. When a scientist seeks to ascertain the laws governing 
a certain phenomenon, or to discover the essential properties 
of a certain element in nature, he must undertake a series 
of experiments under the most varied conditions in order to 
discover those properties or laws which under all conditions 
are alike. No true scientific law can be deduced from a mini-
mum number of experiments, or from experiments under 
similar or only slightly varied conditions, for the results as to 
what is essential, what is secondary or what is unimportant 
would then not be conclusive.

The same principle should be applied 
to our people. It is one of the oldest in 
the world, beginning its national his-
tory with the Revelation at Mount Sinai 
some 3,300 years ago. In the course of 
these long centuries our people has lived 
under extremely varied conditions, in 
different times and different places all 
over the world. If we wish to discover 
the essential elements making up the 

cause and very basis of the existence of our people and its 
unique strength, we must conclude that it is not its peculiar 
physical or intrinsic mental characteristics, nor its tongue, 
manners and customs (in a wider sense), nor even its racial 
purity (for there were times in the early history of our people, 
as well as during the Middle Ages and even recent times, 
when whole ethnic groups and tribes have become proselytes 
and part of our people).

The essential element which unites our dispersed and 
scattered people throughout its dispersion, regardless of 
time, is Torah and mitzvot, the Jewish way of life which has 
remained basically the same throughout the ages and in ev-
ery place. The conclusion is clear and beyond doubt: It is 
Torah and mitzvot which has made our people indestructible 
in the face of massacres and pogroms aimed at our physical 
destruction, and in the face of ideological onslaughts of for-
eign cultures aimed at our spiritual destruction.

Purim teaches us the age-old lesson, which has been veri-
fied even most recently, to our sorrow, that no manner of 
assimilation, not even when it is extended over several gen-
erations, provides an escape from the Hamans and Hitlers; 
nor can any Jew sever his ties with his people by attempting 
such an escape.

On the contrary, our salvation and our existence depend 
precisely upon the fact that “their laws are different from 
those of any other people.”

Purim reminds us that the strength of our people as a 
whole, and of each Jew and Jewess individually, lies in our 
close adherence to our ancient spiritual heritage which con-
tains the secret of harmonious life and, hence, of a healthy 
and happy one. All other things in our spiritual and temporal 

life must be free from any contradiction 
to the basis and essence of our existence, 
and must be attuned accordingly in or-
der to make for the utmost harmony, 
and to add to our physical and spiritual 
strength, which go hand-in-hand in 
Jewish life.

With best wishes for a joyous 
Purim….
From a letter by the Rebbe, O.B.M., 7 Adar 5713 [1953]

the Rebbe’s Message

The Secret of Jewish Survival
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Once upon a time…
A Fateful Party
It all began in the city of Shushan of Ancient Persia in the 4th 
century BCE. The reigning King Achashverosh hosted a series 
of lavish royal feasts in his palace that went on for 180 days – 
one half of a year!  Every citizen living in Shushan was invited.  
The Jews, too, participated in the great party.  

Intoxicated with the excitement of the festivities and days of 
endless drinking, King Achashverosh commanded his queen, 
Vashti, to appear before his guests wearing only her crown. 
Vashti refused. Enraged at her insolence, the king consulted 
with his ministers and had Vashti executed.

The Beauty Contest
The king now needed a new queen. Achashverosh had all the 
beautiful daughters of the country brought to the palace so that 
he might choose a wife. The king chose Esther (Hadassah), the 
cousin of Mordechai, who was one of the leaders of the Jewish 
people. Heeding Mordechai’s advice, Esther did not reveal her 
identity as a Jew, and observed Jewish law secretly in the palace.

Mordechai to the Rescue
Mordechai would spend time at the palace gates every day, 
waiting for word from Esther.  One day Mordechai overheard 
two of the king’s chamberlains discussing a plot to assassinate 

the king.  He told Esther of the plot and she informed the king. 
The plot was foiled, and Mordechai was credited with saving 
the king.

The Anti-Semitic Prime Minister
Meanwhile, Haman, a descendant of Amalek – the implacable 
enemy of the Jewish people – became Prime Minister of the 
king’s court. The king had issued an order commanding 
everyone in the palace to bow down in deference to Haman, 
but Mordechai refused, because Haman wore an idol around 
his neck. This so enraged Haman that he devised a scheme to 
annihilate all the Jews in the kingdom on the 13th day of the 
Hebrew month of Adar. 

The Fun Holiday
T h e  s h o r T  V e r s i o n
Purim, celebrated on the 14th of Adar, is the wildest, most action-
packed day of the Jewish year. 2400 years ago, haman, the Persian 
prime-minister, persuaded King Ahasuerus to issue a decree ordering 
the extermination of all the Jews. mordechai, the leader of the Jews, 
rallied his people, urging them to unite in prayer, rectify their deeds 
and return to G-d. 

meanwhile, his cousin esther - who due to a miraculous chain of 
events, was Ahasuerus’ queen - lobbied the king to spare her people. 
Ahasuerus acceded to her request; haman was sent to the gallows; 
mordechai became new prime-minister; the Jews successfully 
defended themselves against their enemies, and… we celebrate!

Though we dress up in holiday finery, Purim doesn’t feature holiday 
work restrictions. nonetheless, all the better if you can take the day off 
from work and focus on the holiday and its mitzvot.

in this Guide you will find the inner meaning, practices and traditions 
of Purim.  

Enjoy.

  The Story of

Purim
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Purim Holiday Check List 
—Have you scheduled to go to Synagogue to  listen to the Megillah reading?
—Have you prepared Shalach Manos, or did you order Shalach Manos to be sent on your behalf to your friends?
—Is there a poor person you know to give him/her a gift on Purim. (You may forward funds to Lubavitch of Wisconsin, and we will distribute it, on your behalf, on Purim.)
—Have you arranged for a Purim feast? Are you looking to celebrate with friends? Join us. 
(See ad on page 13.)

Mordechai’s Request
Hearing of the evil plan, Mordechai donned sackcloth and ashes 
and told Esther that she must go to the king and intercede on 
behalf of her people. To appear before the king without being 
summoned meant risking her life. Esther requested that all the 
Jews undertake a three-day fast of prayer and repentance. 

Mordechai complied with Esther’s request. He gathered the 
Jews of Shushan – especially the children, 22,000 of them – 
and they fasted, repented and prayed to G-d.

The First Feast
At the end of these three days, Esther stood uninvited 
before Achashverosh.  Upon seeing her, the king immediately 
extended his scepter. “What is it?” Achashverosh asked. “What 
is your request?”  “I would like to invite the king and Haman 
to a private party,” Esther responded.  

During the feast, the king again asked 
Esther whether she had any request. 
“Yes,” Esther responded. “I would 
appreciate if tomorrow, again, the king 
and Haman would join me for a feast. 

Haman left the party a happy and 
proud man. Oh, the honor he was being 
accorded! But standing at the king’s 
gate was Mordechai – who still refused 
to bow to Haman – and Haman was 
enraged. When he arrived home, his 
wife and wise advisors counseled him 

to erect a gallows, and then to go to the king and request 
permission to hang Mordechai. Haman excitedly went ahead 
and put up the gallows.

The Beginning of the End
Sleep eluded the king that night, so he asked his servants to 

read for him from the Royal Chronicles.  When they reached 
the episode where Mordechai saved his life, he realized that 
Mordechai had never been rewarded.  Just at that moment, 
Haman appeared in the courtyard, planning to suggest to the 
king to hang Mordechai.

When he entered Achashverosh’s chambers, the king asked 
Haman, “What shall be done to a person whom the king 
wishes to honor?”

Haman, who was certain that the king wished to honor him, 
responded: “Bring royal garment and a royal horse. And let one 
of the king’s nobles dress the man and lead him on the horse 
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘So is done for 
the man whom the king wishes to honor!’”

“Great idea,” Achashverosh responded. “Now go get the 
garments and the horse and do so for Mordechai the Jew!”

Haman had no choice but to comply. On the next day he 
went and honored Mordechai as the king had ordered, and 
then immediately rushed to join the king and Esther for...

The Second Feast
“What is your request?” a curious King Achashverosh asked 
Esther at the feast.  “If I have found favor in your eyes, 
O King,” Esther replied. “Spare my life and the lives of 
my people.” Surprised, Achashverosh asked Esther who had 
threatened her. She replied that it was none other than the 
wicked Haman. Haman was immediately hanged on the 
gallows he had intended for Mordechai.

The Tables Are Turned
Although Haman was dead, his cruel decree remained 
unchanged.  According to Persian law, once a king issues 
a decree it cannot be rescinded.  A new decree was issued, 
granting the Jews permission to defend themselves against their 
enemies and to attack and slay all those who would assault 

them. The Jews experienced a stunning 
victory in battle.

In Commemoration 
At that time, the 14th day of Adar was 
consecrated as the festival of Purim, to 
celebrate and commemorate the great 
miracle of our people’s salvation and the 
downfall of the wicked Haman.  

This holiday, called “Purim,” is the 
most joyous holiday on the Jewish 
calendar.
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A Celebration
of body & Soul 

The observance of the different mitzvoth and customs of 
Purim, each representing a perspective of the festival, as 
well as the spirit of the holiday, are to help us capture and 
experience what Purim stands for.

Each of these wonderful customs has its body - its practice, 
as well as its meaning - its soul. The following is a guide to 
the practice and spirit of the Purim holiday.

Purim is observed by men, women, and children alike. 
Well... almost alike. (It’s okay to drink on Purim, but not 
for kids. As for dressing up, perfect for children). 

Megillat Esther
Listening to the MegiLLah
Wednesday and Thursday, March 7 & 8

 body
Ancient history? Not for us. The Purim saga is something we 
must experience for ourselves. How? By listening to the reading 
of the Megillah (The Scroll of Esther). 

Where and When?
We read the Megillah not just once, but twice - on the eve of 
Purim and again in the morning. We pay rapt attention to 
every word, and blot out every mention of Haman’s accursed 
name by twirling our graggers and stamping our feet. 
Children are in the habit of making noise. But on Purim, it’s 
a mitzvah!
Where can you hear the Megillah? In the synagogue. Can’t 
make it? We offer many opportunities, (see ad on page 12.)

Soul
The Megillah is unique among the books of the Bible. G-d’s 

name does not appear, even once. All the 
same, G-d is constantly present, his 
name hidden amidst the words. 
Yes, it is easy to delude ourselves 
into believing that the Purim 

saga and the ultimate deliverance of the Jews was a natural 
occurrence. It is only by looking deeper, that we see the hand 
of G-d, like a master puppeteer, weaving disparate elements, 
disconnected plots, and subplots together toward an inexorable 
finale.

The Megillah is a sensational story. It’s such a powerful 
reminder that G-d is always looking out for His People; 
sustaining us, giving us the courage and the energy to forge 
ahead against all odds. This has been true from the very birth 
of the Jewish people and throughout our long journey until the 
coming of Moshiach.

Mishloach Manot
gifts of food
Thursday, March 8

body
On Purim we treat our friends to... treats. Makes no difference 
whether you call it by its proper name Mishloach Manot or by 
the abridged Shalach Manos.

hoW do I do It?
This mitzvah is performed on Purim day. The important 
thing is to pack up at least two types of edibles or drinks that 
are ready to eat or drink (e.g. pastry, fruit, beverage) and 
have them delivered, ideally by messenger, to at least one 
friend - men to men, women to women, kids to kids. The ideal 
messenger? A child, of course. They love it.

It’s Happening Now!
one of the laws governing the reading of the megillah is that, 

“one who reads the megillah backwards has not fulfilled his 
obligation” (Talmud, megillah 17a). The simple meaning of this 
law is that the Book of esther must be read in order, not, say, 
reading chapter 10 before reading chapter 8.

rabbi israel Baal shem Tov (Founder of Chassidism) explained 
the deeper significance of this law: one who reads the Book of 
esther “backwards” - as the account of an event that happened 
thousands of years ago - has missed the point of the mitzvah of 
reading the megillah. The story told by the megillah - of the hand 
of G-d concealed within the “circumstantial” occurrences; of a 
people awakening their intrinsic commitment to G-d and deriving 
from that the strength to persevere against all odds, as well as the 
other innumerable lessons derived from the megillah - is the story 
of our everyday lives, in all times and under all circumstances.

For related observances prior to Purim see pages 8-9
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Soul
Being nice is always right. But, 
Shalach Manos is more than nice, 
it’s a mitzvah that we’re obligated 
to perform. It’s a mitzvah that gives 
expression to our desire for Jewish 
unity and friendship. It enables us to 
bypass our “body” - our differences, 
and give expression to our soul. 
In fact, it’s a great opportunity to 
reconnect with someone with whom we 
may have had some friction in the past. 
Allowing our Neshama (soul) to overflow 
with joy and generosity can be contagious. 
Sharing food that can be enjoyed immediately does wonders to 
shore up friendships, heal old wounds, and make us each a part 
of one another. 

Matanot L’Evyonim
gifts to the needy   
Thursday, March 8

body
Tzedakah (charity) is synonymous with 
being Jewish. And we don’t need a special 
occasion to give charity.  Nevertheless, 
Purim is a special time when we must 
give material help to at least two people 
in need. 

hoW do I do It?
Don’t know any poor Jews? How will my gift get to the poor 
on Purim day? Not to worry. There are plenty of wonderful 
charitable organizations that will gladly distribute your 
tzedakah dollars on Purim. You can even put your Matanot 
L’Evyonim money in a pushka (charity box.) This goes for 
a-l-l of us, even little children ... Especially little children. 
(Although this mitzvah is performed on Purim day, if you 
contribute at night, too, it will not be considered a sin .) 

Soul
Tzedakah on Purim is special, because it goes beyond mere 
generosity toward a needy individual. On Purim, Tzedakah 
becomes Jewish unity in action. It motivates us to transcend our 
complacency by bonding with a fellow Jew who is totally outside 
our social and economic orbit. We give to (at least) two needy 
people in order to reinforce our kinship with different types of 
people, even people for whom we lack an instinctive empathy. 
On Purim we share what we have, because we’ve achieved that 
pure sense of oneness that is so elusive on other days. 

Seudat Purim
the festive PuriM feast
Thursday, March 8

body
Of course, we eat on Purim. Can you imagine a day of Jewish 
rejoicing that doesn’t include a festive meal? The Seudat Purim 
is an occasion for every member of the family - immediate, 
extended, and friends - to celebrate with food and wine. 

When?
Anytime during the day is fit for the Purim feast. It is 
customary, however, to sit down for a meal and celebration 
towards the end of the day before sunset, and continue 
celebrating into the night. It’s traditional to include soup 
with ‘kreplach’ (stuffed dumplings) as part of the menu. (see 
page 13)

Soul
Do we curse Haman and bless Mordechai, or is it the other 
way around? Foolish question. Yet our Sages urge us to feast on 
Purim until we reach a state in which we can’t tell the difference. 
“Blessed is Mordechai” shows our appreciation for goodness, 
holiness and G-dliness. “Cursed is Haman” expresses our disgust 
for hatred, evil and wrongdoing. The two combine to represent 
two aspects of our Divine service - the positive and the negative.

On Purim we rid ourselves of certain inhibitions. We liberate 
our soul, allowing it unfettered expression of its essential love 
of G-d. Yes, Purim enables us to get past our normal personal, 
particular intellectual and emotional appreciation of the good, 
Torah and Mitzvot, and the abhorrence for evil. On Purim we 
transition into a realm of absolute passion and desire just to 
make the A-mighty happy. Whatever it takes.

On Purim, our neshama’s (soul’s) very essence is given free 
reign. Like a child devoted to its parents, we yearn only to please 
G-d - both through positive actions and by abstaining from 
anything that might cause Him displeasure. 

More Purim related observances on following page
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Other Purim Observances
Ta’anit Esther 
the fast of esther
Wednesday, March 7

body
Purim is a day of unbridled joy. Yet the day that precedes it is 
one of fasting. Why? Because the Jews of Persia – aware that 
there can be no victory without Divine help – fasted and prayed 
on this very day.

When?
This year, as the day preceding Purim is Shabbat – when 
we can’t fast – Ta’anit Esther is observed on the preceding 
Thursday. The fast begins at dawn and ends at nightfall.

Soul
Fasting is very effective in moving us from our material routine 
into a more refined, introspective state. Abstaining from food 
and drink enables us to reach an inner dimension and achieve a 
higher consciousness in anticipation of the next day’s festivities.

Machatzit Hashekel
haLf Coins
Wednesday, March 7 
(or Saturday night, March 19)

body
When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, 
every Jew was obligated to contribute a half 
shekel at this time of the year. 

When and Where?
We commemorate this by giving three half-dollar coins to 
charity - usually in the synagogue - either on the day of the 
Fast of Esther or just prior to the Megillah reading. 

Soul
The Torah describes the mandatory half-shekel offering as 
“koffer nafsho” - redemption of the soul. By contributing exactly 
a half shekel we declare that as individuals we are incomplete, 
merely one half of an entity. The other half is G-d, with whom 
we bond. As we are all merely halves - incomplete beings - 
we achieve wholeness only by bonding with other Jews, and 
together we bond with the A-mighty. The Machatzit Hashekel 
reminds us that we are not alone and, indeed, cannot be alone.

Special Prayer 
and Torah Reading
Wednesday and Thursday, March 7 & 8

body
al hanissim is recited during the amidah (Silent Devotion) 
of the evening, morning, and afternoon prayers, as well as 
during the Birkat hamazon (Grace After Meals.) During the 
Shacharit (morning) service, there is also a special reading 
from the Torah.

Soul
Both in the Amidah and during 
Birkat Hamazon we face the 
A-mighty and thank Him for 
the special care He accords 
us during good times as 
well as challenging ones. 

Masquerades, Kreplach & 
Hamantashen
Amazing how much can be said about 
Purim – yet we haven’t even scratched 
the surface, let alone gotten to masquerades and 
costumes. 

of course it’s fun to dress up on Purim, after all “we must rejoice 
until we can’t distinguish between haman and mordechai.”   
Dressing in costume, however, has symbolic importance as well. 
it reminds us of times in our history when we concealed our true 
identity as Jews. outwardly, we strayed from Torah, even as we 
remained faithful to G-d in our hearts.  

Another reason for the Purim masquerade is the Purim saga 
itself, which comes to us in the guise of a series of utterly natural 
coincidences. it takes a more discerning eye to probe beneath the 
surface and recognize the hand of G-d. 

Likewise, the ubiquitous Purim treat, the hamantash, and the 
Kreplach we feast on at the Purim meal are both made of dough 
with concealed fillings – reminding us of G-d’s hidden role in the 
Purim story. After all, what would a hamantash be without that 
delicious filling? And kreplach are hardly kreplach without the 
savory stuffing that is invisible to the undiscerning eye.
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Torah Reading
ZaChor
Saturday, March 3 

body
The Torah commands us to 
remember the deeds of the 
nation of Amalek - Haman’s 
ancestors - which sought to 
destroy the people of Israel at 
their very birth upon the exodus from Egypt. 

When and Where?
On the Shabbat before Purim the Torah portion, “Zachor” 
(Remember) is read in the synagogue, and we are all enjoined 
to be present at that moment.

Soul
Amalek is not just a nation, it is a mind set of implacable hatred 
for the Jewish People. Even as we first tasted the sweetness of 
freedom immediately following our Exodus from Egypt, the 
Amalekites declared war. They made another attempt as we 
entered the Land of Israel forty years later, and yet again on 
numerous occasions throughout our history. 

So long that Amalek – the Jews’ arch enemy – exists, no Jew 
is safe. 

We do not know for certain today who the nation of Amalek 
is (although we are aware of some absolute enemies, such as we 
experienced during the Holocaust), but we can and are enjoined 
to also practice the remembrance of Amalek today.

How? There is a spiritual aspect to Amalek as well; an 
insidious toxin within us that invades our Jewish soul, a moral 
virus that attempts to derail us by pouring “cold water” to 
dampen our enthusiasm as we try to emancipate ourselves from 
our inner constraints and move onwards in our Jewishness.

We counter this Amalek by reaching into our neshama for 

that eternal bond with G-d, to that deepest space where doubt 
does not exist, where faith is so strong that our only hunger is to 
bond with the A-mighty. It is here that we re-energize ourselves 
for our continued odyssey in the service of G-d.

Wipe Out Amalek, Today?
Today’s Amalek is an internal enemy. We each have an Amalekite 
lurking within our very self. The inner Amalek is unholy cynicism. 
That little voice inside each of us that derides, belittles and attacks 
truth and goodness; our irrational tendency to mock people who 
act morally, to be cynical when we see altruism, to doubt our 
own or other’s sincerity – these are the modern day Amalekites. 
They wage a lethal war with our soul. if we let it, cynicism can kill 
our every attempt to improve ourselves and smother any move 
towards refining our character and expressing our soul.

There is only one effective response to Amalek’s attacks: 
Annihilation. Don’t argue back, it won’t work. The power of 
cynicism is that it is irrational. The most inspiring, uplifting and 
profound moment of spiritual awakening can be dismissed in an 
instant by Amalek’s sarcastic taunts. The most logical and sound 
arguments can be deflected with his quick one-liners –  “Get real!”, 
“Who ya kidding?” or “hey, you think you’re so holy-moly?” There 
is no answer to such cheap pot-shots. You can’t fight cynicism with 
reason. Just wipe it out. no dialogue. no compromise. erase it from 
the face of your soul.

Beat him at his own game: Do good things for no good reason. Be 
kind without an explanation. Love your fellow irrationally. Become 
the hero of your own inner battle, and free your captured soul.

Excerpts from Chabad.org by Aron Moss
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Hamentaschen
Hamentaschen, a traditional Purim delight, 
is a  three-cornered pastry filled with mohn 
(poppy seed) or other 
sweet filling.

1 cup sugar  •  1/3 cup oil

1/2 cup margarine  •  3 eggs

4 cups flour  •  1/2 cup orange juice

3 tsps. baking powder  •  1 tsp. salt

1 egg, beaten  •  2 lbs. mohn filling

Cream sugar, oil and margarine. Add eggs 
and juice and mix well. Blend with dry 
ingredients and roll into a ball. Divide 
into four parts. Roll out each piece very 
thin (approximately 1/8 inch) on a floured 
board. With the rim of a cup or glass 
(depending on desired size) cut into the 
dough to make circles. Place 1/2 to 2/3 
teaspoon of filling in the middle of each 
circle.

To shape into triangle, lift up right and left 
sides, leaving the bottom side down, and 
bring both sides to meet at center, above 
the filling. Lift bottom side up to center to 
meet other two sides.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Brush dough 
with beaten egg before baking. Place on 
greased cookie sheet. Bake at 350 degrees 
for approximately 20 minutes.

Yields 4 dozen Hamentaschen

Basic Kreplach
Kreplach are small squares of rolled pasta dough filled with ground 
beef or chicken and folded into triangles. They can be boiled and 
served in soup or fried and served as a side dish.

It is traditional to eat kreplach on the eve of Yom Kippur, on Hashana 
Rabbah and on Purim. These specific holidays are associated with 
“hiddenness” (like the kreplach that have an unseen filling). All three 
holidays are very holy days that 
are “enclothed” in weekday-like 
activity.  “Work” that cannot be 
performed on Shabbat and 
other holidays may be done 
on these days although the 
essence and meaning of 
the day is very holy.

instructions

Dough: In a large bowl, combine flour, salt and oil, In a separate 
bowl, beat egg yolks, water, and baking powder (or soda). Add to 
flour mixture. Knead and roll dough out thin on floured board. Use a 
glass to cut into 3 inch circles.

Filling: Sauté onion in oil. Add ground beef and brown for 5 minutes. 
Remove from heat and cool. Add salt, pepper, egg, and matzah 
meal. Mix well. 

Place a tsp. of filling in the middle of the dough circle. Lift 3 sides 
of the dough circle to meet in the center and form a triangle. Press 
together tightly and pinch corners closed. Moisten edges with top of 
finger dipped in cold water to keep seams closed.

Place kreplach in boiling, salted water. Cook about 20 minutes until 
kreplach floats to the top. When ready, remove from pot. Serve 
kreplach in soup or fry it until golden brown and serve as a side dish

This recipe comes from Spice and Spirit, The Complete Kosher Jewish 
Cookbook (Lubavitch Women’s Cookbook Publications, 1990).

ingredients 

Dough

2 cups flour

1/2 tsp. salt

3 Tbsp. oil

2 egg yolks

1/2 cup water

1 1/2 tsp. baking powder 
or soda

Filling
1 onion, diced

2 Tbsp. oil

1 cup ground beef

1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

1 egg

1 Tbsp. matzah meal
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T
here are miracles and there are miracles.

True, every Jewish holiday comes down to the same 
basic theme (“They tried to kill us, G-d saved us, let’s eat!). 
Still, the story behind each holiday expresses it differently.

Some divine interventions are as plain as day. Like walls of 
water, manna from heaven, and stopping the sun. These are 
the heroic, supernatural displays that only the Master of the 
universe could pull off. It’s as if He painted an extravaganza and 
signed His name in the middle in fluorescent orange, “I am the 
L-rd your G-d.”

Then there are miracles like Purim — understated, 
implicit, devoid of fanfare, completely enclothed 
in the ebb and flow of the vagaries of nature and 
society. Like an anonymous tapestry, the Scroll 
of Esther—the Megillah—weaves an intricate, 
real-life drama that does not even once mention 
the name of G-d, so well disguised is His hand 
in the story.

Strange is it not? A book of the Bible and 
not even one explicit reference to G-d? 
Why is that? Perhaps we can answer this 
question with another one. (Why does a 
Jew answer a question with a question? 
Why not?)

When listening to the Megillah being 
read on Purim, one must be careful to 
hear every word. In fact, missing one 
word is tantamount to missing the whole 
thing. This is quite different than listening 
to the Torah, where every word heard is 
another mitzvah. So why is the Megillah 
different?

The miracle of Purim is not one specific 
event. Rather it’s in the way all the details 
hang together. 

How did the tide turn toward the Jews’ favor in the story of 
Purim? It started when the king happened to wake up in the 
middle of the night. Because he did that, he discovered that 
Mordechai had foiled a plot to kill the king, but had never been 
rewarded. That prompted him to call in Haman from the hall 
who was waiting around to get permission to have Mordechai 
executed for not bowing down to him.

As a cascade of perfectly 
natural events unfold, the 
uncanny result is that the 
viceroy Haman is disgraced 
and then hung on the very gallows 
intended for Mordechai, Mordechai is promoted to viceroy, the 
day designated for the destruction of the entire Jewish nation 
introduces their national holiday, and life goes back to normal.

So where is the miracle? In the gantze megillah, in the story 
as a whole. We need to hear every word because every detail 
counts.

The message of Purim is: There’s nothing natural about 
nature. Random processes are really anything but, and nature 
is just G-d’s way of managing the details without showing 
off. We live our lives as if events are disconnected, as if G-d 

is passively watching, maybe keeping 
score somewhere up above Cloud 9, 
while we are bouncing around in the 
‘real’ world on the pinball game of 
life, hoping not to fall between the 
flippers. That’s not what’s happening.

In reality, life is a constant dialog 
with G-d. Every little event is part 
of an interactive master plan that has 
its own goal and logic, yet responds 
to our every move, subtly adjusting a 

world of outcomes in accordance with the 
quality of our deeds. 

This level of divine action is even greater than the hair-raising, 
sea-splitting interventions of a hit-and-run nature. It is more 
subtle, diverse and pervasive than a capital-M Miracle. And it 
leaves us with our free choice to believe or not, to achieve or 
not. No Big-G presence breathing down someone’s neck saying 
“Or Else!”

This helps us also with our first question — why no Name? 
Purim Power is a divine quality that is so exalted it defies 
definition in any name. Just like we can’t put our finger on the 
miracle, we can’t put our finger on the Divine quality that makes 
it happen.

To sum it up in two words: Megillat Esther. The Hebrew 
name of the Biblical book that chronicles the events of the 
holiday contains the secret of Purim Power. “Esther” means 

m i r A C L e s  Masked
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concealment, that hidden, nameless level of divinity 
beyond our ken. “Megillah” has the opposite meaning, 
revelation. Put the two together and you get the 
paradoxical reality of Jewish life - mission impossible, 
yet getting it done - revealing the essence of G-d in the 
workaday world.

This too gives a clue to another Purim Puzzle. 
Maimonides writes that when Moshiach comes, all the 
24 books of Tanach will be nullified except for the Five 
Books of Moses and Megillat Esther. Why is this Book 
different from all other Books? 

The hallmark of the Messianic era (may it happen 
immediately!) is the fulfillment of the divine purpose 
in making the world in the first place: To make this 
lowly world into a home for G-d, where His essence 
will be revealed. Purim is a foretaste, a celebration of 
the revelation of essence. By accessing the Essence 
through our Purim celebrations, we activate the 
Essential revelations of the promised tomorrow, today!

L’Chaim!

From Chabad.org, by Dr. Arnie Gotfryd

Milwaukee

The shuL eAsT  • 3030 E. Kenwood • (414) 961-6100 x 205
Wed., March 7th – Maariv/Megilla reading at 6:15 pm

Thurs., March 8th – services at 7:00 am, megilla reading at 7:30am
Thurs., March 8th – Megillah reading at 5:00pm, followed by Purim Feast

C h A B A D o F u W m  •  3445 North Summit • (414) 939-3770
Wed., March 7th – Megillah readings at 8:00 and 10:15pm at UWM Union #344

Thurs., March 8th – megillah readings at 12:00 and 3:00pm at 3445 N. Summit Ave.

Bayside

The shuL  • 8825 North Lake Drive. • (414) 228-8000
Wed., March 7th - Megillah Reading at 6:15pm

Thurs., March 8th - Services at 6:45am, Megillah Reading at 7:30am
Thurs., March 8th - Megillah Reading at 5:00pm, followed by Purim Feast

miLWAuKee CommuniTY heBreW sChooL  • 6401 N. Santa Monica Blvd. 
(414) 861-4626 • Call for more information.

Mequon

AGuDis AChim ChABAD  • 2233 West Mequon Road • (262) 242-2235
Wed., March 7th – Megillah Reading at 6:00 pm, followed by Purim Celebration

Thurs., March 8th– Services at 6:45 am, Megillah reading at 7:15 am
Thurs., March 8th – Megillah reading at 4:45 pm, followed by Purim Dinner

Madison

ChABAD oF mADison  • 1722 Regent • (608) 231-3450
Wed. March 7th – Megilah reading 6:15pm

Thurs. March 8th – services at 7:00am, megilah reading at 7:30am
Thurs. March 8th – megilah reading 10:00am

Thurs. March 8th – Megilah reading 5:00 pm; followed by Purim Party, Minkoff Center

C h A B A D o F u W – mA D i s o n
Wed., March 7th – Megillah Readings at 7:00 & 9:30pm

and every hour on the half hour until midnight
Thurs., March 8th – megillah reading at noon, 2:00pm

and 5:00 pm,  followed by a Purim Feast
For Location: info@chabaduw.com  or call 608-257-1757

Green Bay

ChABAD oF The BAY AreA  • 220 Bellevue Street • (920) 288-2252
Wed., March 7th – Megillah Reading at 6:15 PM

Thurs., March 8th – Services and Megillah Reading at 9:00 AM
Thurs., March 8th – megillah reading at 12:30 Pm

Thurs., March 8th – Purim Banquet and Megillah Reading 5:30 PM

Kenosha

ChABAD oF KenoshA  • 6522 87th Avenue • (262) 359-0770
Call for more information.

A D D i T i o n A L s e r V i C e s A n D r e A D i n G s:
Thurs., March 8th – sara Chudnow Campus at 10:30am

For more information on the above and additional readings
please visit our website at www.chabadwi.org,  or call (414) 961-6100

MEQUON.
JUDAICA once only 
  found in New York is now 
available in 

Crown Judaica
Located in the Peltz Center for Jewish Life-Lower Level

2233 W. Mequon Rd   262-242-9514  crownjudaica.org
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9 to 4 | Wed 9 to 6 | Fri 9 to 12 |Sun 10 to 12:30

B"H

m i r A C L e s  Masked continued
J o i n  u s  F o r  s e r V i C e s  &

Megillah Reading
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THE SHUL EAST
Thursday, March 8th - 5:00pm
3030 E. Kenwood Blvd.
For More Information:
414-961-6100x205 – www.shuleast.com

THE SHUL
Thursday, March 8th – 5:00pm
8825 N. Lake Drive – Bayside
For more information:
414-228-8000 
www.shulcenter.org

PELTZ CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE
“Grand Purim Family Celebration”
Wednesday, March 7th – 6:15pm
Thursday, March 8th – 5:15 pm 
2233 W. Mequon Rd – Mequon
For more information:
262-242-2235 x204 – purim@chabadmequon.org

CHABAD OF MADISON
Thursday March 8th – 5;00pm
Minkoff Center/ Goodman Campus  
7762 Hwy PD Verona 
For more information:
608-231-3450  – rabbi@chabadofmadison.com

CHABAD UW – MADISON
“Party of the Year”
Thursday, March 8th – 5:00 pm.
233 Gilman St. – Madison
For More Information:
608-257-1757  www.chabaduw.com
info@chabaduw.com

CHABAD OF THE BAY AREA
“Grand Purim Banquet”
Thursday, March 8th – 5:30 PM
220 Bellevue St – Green Bay
For more information:
(920) 288-2252 – 
chabadofthebayarea@gmail.com

CHABAD OF KENOSHA
Call for more information.
6522 87th Avenue – Kenosha
(262) 359-0770
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In gratitude to the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM,  
gift of love, we present the following story.

RegaRds
from

Hell

Natan Yellin-Mor was a gifted and successful 
writer and journalist with exceptional 
descriptive abilities in both Yiddish and 
Hebrew.  As a young man, he fought with the 

LEHI (Stern Group – “Fighters for the Freedom of Israel”). 
At a later age, he took issue against anything connected with 
the Jewish faith. Following the 1967 Six Days War in Israel, 
he underwent a metamorphosis and began advocating the 
interests of Arabs. Yellin-Mor’s columns were extreme and 
provocative, and thanks to his exceptional writing style, they 
made one’s blood boil. Nevertheless, in the interests of free 
speech, his extreme leftist views appeared in the Algemeiner 
Journal, a rightist Yiddish language weekly edited and 
published by Gershon Jacobson.  

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah 1976, Yellin-Mor 
showed up at Gershon Jacobson’s Crown Heights home. 
Jacobson told him about a farbreingen (Chassidic gathering) 
that was soon to take place at which the Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem M. Schneerson, would distribute kos shel bracha 
(a cup of wine coupled with a blessing). He suggested Yellin-
Mor come along and receive a cup of his own from the Rebbe. 

“Gershon, this makes no sense. I know the Rebbe’s views 
on the subjects I write. He opposes everything I preach. 

Should the Rebbe recognize me, he’ll surely yell at me and 
have me evicted from the synagogue…” To which Jacobson 
replied; “First of all he does know you. Second, although 
the Rebbe has his own profound perspective concerning 
the People of Israel and our Torah, nevertheless he is a true 
gentleman, very sweet and soft-spoken. I assure you the 
meeting will be pleasant.”

At the gathering, joining the thousands who had come, 
Jacobson received a cup and the Rebbe wished him “l’chaim 
V’livracha” (for life and blessings). He then introduced his 
friend to the Rebbe.

Natan Yellin-Mor was intimidated, convinced the Rebbe 
was about to have the Chasidim throw him out. Instead the 
Rebbe raised his hands in greeting, and with a broad smile 
said; “Mr. Natan Yellin-More, what an honor to have you 
here in my Shul! You’re a wonderful writer. When I receive the 
paper every Wednesday evening I go straight to your column, 
even before reading the lead article.  You are an outstanding 
journalist. I bless you that you should continue writing and 
using all your gifts for a long life and good years.” 

Surprised and astonished by the Rebbe’s reception, 
Yellin-Mor wondered whether this was really happening. 
Stammering slightly he responded; “You actually read my 
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columns? … I don’t understand … You 
agree with what I write?”

Smiling, the Rebbe replied; “Listen, 
my friend. If I would only read things 
with which I agree, I would read very 
little. I read many things, including 
your columns.”

The journalist was nonplussed; 
Yellin-Mor: “I don’t understand, if 

you don’t agree with me why do you say 
I’m a wonderful writer?”

The Rebbe: “Because the Al-mighty 
gifted you with extraordinary writing 
skills”.

Yellin-Mor: “Then why does the 
Rebbe bless me that I should continue 
writing if he disagrees with what I say.”

The Rebbe:  “The truth will eventually emerge. Until then 
you should write. Each person has gifts and sensibilities that 
are granted by G-d. It is the individual’s responsibility to 
exploit these talents and sensibilities to the maximum, and I 
want to see you continuing to do just that, even more so than 
before.”

The journalist was floored. Taking leave from the Rebbe he 
said “Shalom”, and the Rebbe responded accordingly. But just 
as Yellin-Mor was about to exit, the Rebbe called him back.

Gershon Jacobson was puzzled by the Rebbe’s attitude. 
Even he could not have anticipated the 
Rebbe blessing and encouraging a Jew 
who relentlessly spewed vitriol against 
the People of Israel and their Torah,

The Rebbe then said; “I would like 
to ask a question: what is going on in 
your life with regard to Torah, mitzvot 
and Judaism?  To which Yelln-Mor 
replied; “A Jew thinks”.

The Rebbe then said; “It’s a fine 
thing for a boy of seventeen to think. 
But you are already a Jew in his 70s. 
It’s time to stop thinking and to start 
doing.  How much longer will you 
postpone your obligation to act?”

Yellin-Mor later explained to 
Jacobson that he was tempted to tell 

the Rebbe that he hates religion, only 
that would have been impolite. On the 
other hand, he would have been lying 
had he said that he respected Torah and 
mitzvot. Which is why he answered 
cryptically, “It’s like the story of Rabbi 
Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev”. To which 
the Rebbe replied; “That’s a nice story 
to tell regarding someone else, but it 
doesn’t cut it as an excuse for oneself”.

Yellin-Mor told Gershon he had been 
referring to the story about the Jew who 
smoked on Yom Kippur and readily 
admitted to doing so. Like that Jew, he 
himself did not keep the Torah and the 
mitzvot but at least he was honest …

Several months later Yellin-Mor took sick and was 
hospitalized. When Gershon came to visit, the old journalist 
handed him a sealed envelope and told him; “I think my days 
are numbered. Enclosed is a piece I wrote which I hope you 
will read and publish after I die.”

Natan Yellin-Mor died on February 19, 1980.  His post 
mortem column ended with the words “Regards from hell”.  
In his article, Yellin-Mor provides a colorful depiction of his 
personal hell, describing it as a deep, terribly dark pit in which 
he finds himself among his colleagues.

And then Yellin-Mor writes; “Suddenly I feel a ray 
of light reaching down from above, 
descending all the way down to 
illuminate me. I ask myself where this 
light comes from. I look up and see 
that it comes from the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe. The Rebbe is the only human 
who could look at a heretic like me 
and ask him – as if I were one of his 
Chasidim – “And what about Torah 
and mitzvot?”. The Rebbe’s question 
shook me to the core, and forced 
me to undertake a profound soul-
searching. This is the ray of light that 
shines on me in the dark pit in which 
I now find myself. •

despite his extreme 
and provocative 
essays, the Rebbe 
told him; “You 

are a wonderful 
writer and  I 

bless you that you 
should continue 
to maximize  all 

your talents and 
sensibilities”.
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W h e n  M A x  N O R D A U 
e n C o u n T e r e d  a  C h e d e r 
B o y  i n  P a r i s

A political activist, author, and acclaimed physician, 
Max Nordau, an assimilated and acculturated 
European Jew gave the opening speech at the first 
Zionist Congress on “the condition of the Jewish 

people.”  
The speech, the theme of which was “Rachel cries over 

her children” (Rachel mevakah al baneha) - a quote from the 
Prophet Jeremiah (31:14) – was the “talk of the town” and left a 
powerful impression on the gathering.  

When asked, How did you come to choose this topic?  As a 
child, did you also learn Chumash (Torah) and Rashi (‘Father 
of all Torah commentaries’)? Dr. Nordau 
responded: 

“One day, while seeing patients in Paris, a 
poor woman – obviously Jewish – came in with 
a boy of about eight or nine who needed to 
be examined.  I quickly realized the sick child 

was very clever even though he spoke no French. So I asked 
him in which school he is enrolled.  In a very weak voice, and 
clearly embarrassed, he responded, ‘I learn in a cheder.’ (Cheder 
is a traditional primary school for Jewish children, where the 
curriculum is focused entirely on Torah.) 

“The mother quickly added that it was not her fault, blaming 
her husband instead – ‘as he is old fashioned and doesn’t want 
his child to go to the school of ‘goyim’ before he finishes cheder.’

“And so,” Dr. Nordau continued, “I thought about these 
old-school Jews who deprive their children of a European 
education. And somewhat sarcastically I asked the boy, ‘What 
exactly do you learn in cheder?’   The child suddenly came to 
life, and with great excitement began telling me, in Yiddish, 
about Rashi’s commentary on the verse ‘… When I came from 
Paddan, Rachel died unto me in the land of Canaan on the 
way…’ (Genesis 48:7).”

“The boy cited Rashi regarding this verse, ‘Jacob told Joseph, 
although I am troubling you to bring me for 
burial to the Land of Canaan, even though I did 
not do the same for your mother who died near 
Bethlehem … yet I did not bring her into the 
city to bury her. I know that in your heart you 
bear a grudge against me, yet you should know, 

C o n T e m P o r A r Y  s T o r i e s  o F

Triumph & Light
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Y A R M U L K E :  M y  h e a d 
C o v e r i n G  T h a T  u n C o v e r e d 
J e W i s h  i d e n T i T y

My favorite Jewish holiday is Simchat Torah. It is 
the holiday when Jews dance with the Torah, 
expressing their joy and fervor that all Jews are 
connected to Judaism and the Torah. I love my 

synagogue’s Simchat Torah tradition. 
Preceding the dancing with the Torah, it is customary to 

honor individual congregants with a public recital of a verse 
from the Torah. At that time, each person announces 
their resolution in front of the entire congregation. 
They take upon themselves a new life’s goal. 
It could be a mitzvah, adding more to one’s 
own Jewish learning, or offering a significant 
contribution. 

For me, it’s inspiring to hear my fellow 
friends’ resolutions, and it propels me to 
improved personal development. I also try, every year, to make 
big, yet realistic, resolutions for myself. 

One such announcement was that I would propose marriage 
to my Jewish girlfriend, who is now my wife of seven years. Also 
several years ago, I accepted upon myself to put on Tefillin a 
couple times a week. (Now, and for the past few years, I have 
been putting them on every day.) Another resolution was to 
keep kosher, (which my wife and I have done for about five 
years). A more recent resolution was to wear a Yarmulke at all 
times. 

Perhaps more than any other resolution, wearing a Yarmulke 
turned out to be the biggest inspiration to others. 

As a public school teacher, for years I would wear a Yarmulke 
everywhere except in my place of work. I didn’t feel comfortable 
wearing it in school. In the first place, I personally wasn’t 
accustomed to it. I never wore a Yarmulke while growing up. 
I also didn’t want to necessarily differentiate myself from my 
students and colleagues. Being different can cause one to feel 
a sense of awkwardness, and a Yarmulke would make me stand 
out.

Yet, as I was climbing in my spiritual development, I felt that 
if I was comfortable wearing a Yarmulke in public everywhere 

else, it was time to wear my Yarmulke at school. 
I consulted my Rabbi, asking if my resolutions 
were appropriate for the level where I am holding 

spiritually. Concerning my doubts, he said it was 
an appropriate resolution; however, realizing 
that it was a large step for me, he also advised 
me not to take on new things for the following 

three months. That settled it. 
That Simchat Torah, when I was called to say the Torah 

verse, I announced my Yarmulke resolution. And guess what? 
As soon as I made it public, one woman exclaimed out loud to 
everybody, “Do you know where he works for a living?!” 

That was the first known result of the yarmulke’s inspiration, 
with several more to follow.

Wearing a Yarmulke did, in fact, make me self-conscious and 
awkward for the first few months. Students would ask, “What is 
that hat on your head? Why do you wear that?” I’d explain that 
I’m Jewish, and some Jewish men wear head-coverings, called 

that I was instructed by the Master of the Universe to bury her 
right there so that she would be a help to her descendants.’ 

‘During the exile, when the Jewish people would be driven 
out of Eretz Israel en route to Babylon, the Jews passed by the 
Tomb of Rachel, and she wept and pleaded with G-d to have 
mercy upon them - as it says (Jeremiah 31: 14-15) … A voice 
is heard on high, lamentation, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping 
for her children, she refuses to be comforted for her children for 
they are not.  To which G-d responded, So says the L-rd: Refrain 
your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, for there is 
reward for your work, says the L-rd,… and the children will 
return to their own borders.’

“The words of this cheder child had such a powerful impact 
on me,” said Dr. Nordau, “that all my limbs began singing to 
G-d. I was beside myself. I began kissing the boy all over, and 

in my heart I was telling myself, ‘What a People we are, that 
maintains such memories over thousands of years and plants 
them in the hearts of Jewish children. Such a People will never 
die out, they are guaranteed eternal life.’”

Max Nordau also pointed out that event occurred during the 
Dreyfus libel trial in France. “At a time when as I was thinking 
despairingly about the nations of the world and the sort of 
justice, honesty and integrity they showed toward the Jews, this 
little boy came along, inspiring me to believe in the eternity of 
the Jewish People.”

Rabbi Moshe Kaiman, who related that story, concluded, 
“My fellow Jews, do not seek flowers in strange lands. Our 
finest flowers are the positive attributes found in our Torah. 
This should be our greatest pride, and we must ingrain these 
attributes in our young.” •
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Gold & Silver
Bought and Sold

We are highly competitive buyers of precious 
metals, coin collections, and jewelry. Contact us 
with confidence whether your collection is large or 
small. We also sell a wide range of precious metals, 
so call today for our latest quotes.

Web: www.paragoncoins.com • e-mail: ak@paragoncoins.com

1425 W. Mequon Road, Ste E
M-F 9-5

In
Harris Bank

Yarmulkes. Beyond that explanation, I 
didn’t feel comfortable explaining myself 
any further. So I’d immediately say, “It’s 
not pertinent to the lesson; let’s get back 
to our studies.” 

My hasty redirection away from 
the Yarmulke was due to my initial 
awkwardness, as well as not wishing to 
cross the line of separation of religion 
and state. Furthermore, I grew up in 
Brown Deer, where I attended public school, kindergarten 
through twelfth grade. There were very few Jews in that 
suburban Milwaukee public school system. Before winter break, 
I remember how teachers would have parties with religious 
overtones, and I always felt uncomfortable around holiday time. 
I did not want to impose that discomfort onto my own students 
today.

And, shall I say, that it’s not as if I have a self-contained 
classroom, where only twenty-five of my own students would 
see me wearing a Yarmulke. I am a Spanish teacher, teaching 
well over 500 students across three schools, in fourth through 
seventh grade. A huge student population is exposed to my 
Yarmulke. And this, I must confess, presents me with a certain 
fear, a deep concern, that if a certain student will dislike me, he 
or she may generalize and gain an unfavorable impression of all 
Jews. I hope I represent myself respectfully. However, seeing my 
Yarmulke, students and colleagues hold certain expectations of 
me. 

In fact, I experienced just that. Chanukah, as you may know, 
is a holiday on which we are permitted to work. Despite this, 
when teaching during the first few days of Chanukah, many 

gentiles and even one Jewish student 
questioned why I did not take off for 
the holiday. They expected me to be 
in synagogue. I doubt they would have 
that same expectation if I didn’t wear a 
Yarmulke.

Without prompting, the Yarmulke 
had its effects. There is one particular 
incident that stands out. In the fall of 
2011, after having finished teaching a 

fourth grade class, a girl came over to me and said, “Do you 
wear that thing on your head because you’re Jewish?” I answered 
affirmatively, to which she replied, “I’m also Jewish.” 

A few days later the school had an open house - an evening 
event where parents go from classroom to classroom, chatting 
with teachers and getting a glimpse into their children’s day. 
Seeing my Yarmulke, a man approached me and said, “My 
daughter is Jewish; the only holidays she knows about are 
Chanukah and Passover; do you have any materials or books 
you could pass along to her so she learns more about Judaism?” 
I made the connection that this was the father of that fourth 
grade girl who approached me after class. I told the father I’d be 
happy to help.

I would not normally delve into religion with any of my 
students or their parents, whether Jewish or not, because as 
mentioned, I’m cognizant of separation of religion and state. 
However, I figured that since the father, himself, initiated the 
conversation, it was a green light for me. I emailed my rabbi, 
Israel Shmotkin of Lubavitch House, asking if he had any books 
or materials that would be appropriate for a fourth grader. 
He suggested that I invite the daughter and her mother to 

 “ W h A T  i s  T h A T 
h A T  o n  Y o u r 

h e A D ?  W h Y  D o 
Y o u  W e A r  T h A T ? ”
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a community-wide Sukkah celebration 
that was going to take place in just a 
few days on the holiday of Sukkot. 
The mother and her daughter were 
not able to attend the celebration that 
particular weekend. Eventually, Rabbi 
Shmotkin invited them to a Friday 
evening Shabbat meal at his home. 

Subsequently for over a year now, 
the mother and daughter have attended 
Friday night meals at the Shmotkin 
household almost every Shabbat. Both 
mother and daughter are learning more 
about Judaism, and the family is very 
happy. Recently, upon consulting with 
the Rabbi’s wife, Mrs. B. Devorah 
Shmotkin, it was decided that the duo 
would get Hebrew names. And just at 
the anniversary of their first encounter, 
mother and daughter were endowed 
with beautiful Jewish names. 

In another incident, a fifth grader who was a newcomer to the 
district, after seeing me wear a Yarmulke, decided to purposely 
bring a Yarmulke to class and wear it while in my classroom. 
Although he only continued wearing his Yarmulke for a few 
weeks, I could tell that it was a source of Jewish pride for the 
duration that he did.

One day, walking through the hallway of an elementary 
school during my lunch hour, I observed a high school student 
tutoring a fourth grader in the hallway. As I returned to my 
classroom to create lesson plans for the following day, the high 
school student followed me and said she noticed my Yarmulke. 
“This might sound kind of funny and I hope I’m not bothering 
you,” she continued, “but I saw your Yarmulke. It’s rare to 
see anybody wearing a Yarmulke and I’m Jewish too. I don’t 
do much Jewishly, except once a year on Yom Kippur I go to 
synagogue.” We had a nice conversation about Judaism. I gave 
her some Jewish articles that I wrote, and I’m looking forward to 

discussing these articles with her. 
Ultimately, I gained from these 

experiences. It’s beautiful when two Jews 
can come together. Although they may 
be “strangers,” a Jew is bound to another 
Jew. And all of this came about as a result 
of seeing my Yarmulke.

• • •
I mentioned earlier that I do in fact 

take off for Jewish holidays. Being absent 
from teaching is not an easy ride for me, 
as I have to create lesson plans for my 
absences. My attending synagogue had 
begun before wearing a Yarmulke. Taking 
off for a Jewish holiday is just as valid for 
a Jew who wears a Yarmulke as it is for 
one who doesn’t wear a Yarmulke. 

Yet, the Yarmulke adds an additional 
dimension. It serves as a reminder to me 
that there is a Being Above who deserves 
my attention at least as much if not more 

than my vocation. And, in fact, attending synagogue rejuvenates 
me and makes me more sensitive to my work and my mission.

The following, I believe, is a result of this reminder, and it also 
proved that all my apprehensions were for naught. Rather than 
being ridiculed and looked at strangely, wearing the Yarmulke 
gained me respect. 

Last school year, the Jewish holiday of Shavuot (celebrating 
the receiving of the Torah) occurred on the last two days of 
school. I was in a dilemma. On the one hand, it’s important 
to be in synagogue for this two-day auspicious holiday. On the 
other hand, it’s the last two days of school. I feel it’s important 
to review a year’s worth of Spanish and say a proper farewell 
to my colleagues and students. In addition, what would the 
administrators say?! As I have multiple bosses, it added a twist 
to the situation. Maybe one principal would permit me to miss 
while another would be upset. 

Ultimately, I decided to submit my forms in order to be 
absent on the last two days of school. I checked off the box 
for “religious holiday” and wrote next to it, “Shavuot.” I also 
contacted a substitute who had availability on those two days. 
I took off the last two days of school and never received any 
known negative repercussions from my absence. Nobody said 
a word about it. 

I related this story to my fellow congregants, and it too was 
a source of inspiration for them. Perhaps I’m respected more 
by following my Jewish ideals, and wearing a Yarmulke is an 
outward extension of those ideals. 

How wonderful that a head-covering can bring strength to the 
individual and be a catalyst for others to express their Judaism. 

“ D o  Y o u  W e A r 
T h A T  T h i n G 

o n  Y o u r  h e A D 
B e C A u s e  Y o u ’ r e 

J e W i s h ? ”  i 
A n s W e r e D 

A F F i r m A T i V e L Y , 
T o  W h i C h  s h e 
r e P L i e D ,  “ i ’ m 

A L s o  J e W i s h . ”

Christina’s
Carpet Care

Pesach specials
Call Early

(414) 281-4491
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M E M O R I E S  T h a T  
L i v e  F o r e v e r

They came aboard the ship. 
An entire boatload, carrying 
hundreds of orphaned 
children from the Ukraine, 

made its way to the port of Haifa in 
Israel. At the end of World War II – they 
were skeletons of human beings, left all 
alone in the world.

Among these orphans was Tzipora, 
a nine year old girl, who had seen her 
father killed before her very eyes. After 
the long journey to Israel, Tzipora was 
brought to an absorption center in a 
kibbutz near Petach Tikvah. As this poor girl waited to be told 
where her new home would be, she was approached by one of 
the leaders of the kibbutz – a kind gentleman with a pleasant 
smile. “Here, my child, these are for you,” the man said as he 
handed her a wristwatch and a doll.

Tziporah’s eyes opened wide. She had never owned a watch in 
her life. She excitedly wrapped it around her wrist. Her mother, 
she remembered, had bought her many dolls, but she hadn’t 
hugged one since she and her family were torn from their home. 
She took the doll and held it tightly against her chest. It gave 
her great comfort and security. “You will come with me and 
everything’s going to be okay,” the kind man said.

“Where will you be taking me?” she asked him.
“Oh, to a place where there are many nice 

children just like you,” the man said softly. “You 
will have many friends and enjoy your homeland, 
Eretz Yisrael.”

Tziporah clutched the doll even tighter, but 
something was bothering her, something was not 
right – though she wasn’t quite sure what it was. 
Finally she turned to the man and stammered, 
“Excuse me, in the place where you are taking 
me, do they do this?” At that point, she closed her 
eyes, bent her head, and rolled her outstretched 
little fingers in circles toward her face. She looked 
up at him and waited for his answer.

The man knew exactly what she was asking. 

Do they light candles there Friday night 
like her mother did? Those motions were 
ingrained in her heart.

“No,” said the man “That was in the 
old world you came from. Your future 
is ahead of you. Don’t think about the 
ancient past anymore. My dear child, 
this is a new place now.”

Without a moment’s hesitation, little 
Tziporah separated the doll from her 
bosom and removed the watch from her 
wrist. “Here, take these back,” she said 
handing them to the man. “I can’t take 
these, because I don’t want to go with 
you.”

The man was stunned at the bold 
response from this frail little child… 

“No, sweet child, I want you to have these – even if you don’t 
come with me.”

The young child – mature beyond her years – replied, “No, I 
can’t take it if it represents throwing away where I came from. If 
I take them from you today, then tomorrow you may come back 
and say that I have to go with you and do as you say – even if 
it’s not where I think I belong. I can’t come with you, so please 
take these back.”

The man took the doll and the wristwatch as his heart broke 
in a million pieces. “Where does such strength and resolve come 
from?” he muttered to himself. “Aizeh am anachnu – what a 

nation we are!” Still overcome with emotion and 
remembering how his own mother would make 
those very same hand motions when she would 
light the Shabbat candles, he walked toward the 
officials at the front desk. “That child over there,” 
he said, “Have her brought to Mosad Aliyah (a 
Torah observant kibbutz) and see to it that she is 
well taken care of.

Indeed, Tziporah grew up in a manner true to 
the ways of her mother. Today, this noble woman, 
Mrs. Tziporah Adler lives in Queens, New York, 
where she is very active in implementing chesed 
projects – selfless acts of kindness – on behalf of 
the community.

“ h e r e ,  T A K e 

T h e s e  B A C K … 

i  C A n ’ T  T A K e 

T h e m  i F  T h e Y 

r e P r e s e n T 

T h r o W i n G  A W A Y 

W h e r e  i  C A m e 

F r o m . ”
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To join us for the celebration of Jewish unity & Torah scholarship 
At the Siyum - completion of the 30th cycle of the study of 

Maimonides’ landmark compendium of Jewish Law.

 The Mishneh Torah
Hundreds of Milwaukeeans, scholars and laymen 
will join with tens of thousands of Jews the world 

over, in celebration of this occasion.
 

Celebrate Jewish unity and Torah scholarship by supporting those 
who have partaken in this most impressive accomplishment.

•
Eve of 8 Adar, 5772  •  March 1, 2012

7:00 pm

at The Shul
 8825 North Lake Drive, BaysiDe, WiscoNsiN

Join Rabbis:
  Yisroel Shmotkin Mendel Senderovic Dovid Rapoport
 Lubavitch of Wisconsin Milwaukee Kollel Chabad of Mequon 
 
 Wesley Kalmar  Yoseph Samuels Shmaya Shmotkin
 Anshe Sfard Kehilat Torah Chabad of Downtown The Shul

Light buffet dinner and refreshments. 

RSVP: e-mail: ris@chabadwi.org or telephone: 414-961-6100 x208
Contributions are welcome. Your early reply will assist us to plan better.

You are cordially invited 
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ThiS yEar marKS ThE 200Th yahrzEiT 

(annivErSary of ThE PaSSing) of rabbi 

SChnEur zalman of liad, foundEr of ThE 

Chabad ChaSSidiC movEmEnT.

ThE following iS a SynoPSiS from rabbi 

SChnEur zalman’S lifE and doCTrinE, 

whiCh ChangEd ThE landSCaPE of ThE 

JEwiSh world To ThiS day.

rabbi Schneur zalman founder of Chabad, 
was born in li’ozna, white russia in 1745. 
as a young man, he joined the Chassidic 
movement, founded a generation earlier 
by rabbi israel baal Shem Tov. by 1772, 
he was developing his own branch of 
Chassidism, which came to be known as 
“Chabad”. 

in 1796 he published Tanya, the book which 
contains the fundamentals of his teachings, 
over which he labored for 20 years -- a book 
which prompted one of his great contemporaries to 
exclaim, “how did he put such a great g-d into such a small 
book!” by the time of his passing in the winter of 1812-3, he 
had sown the kernels of the seven generations of Chabad 
teaching and activism that were to revolutionize Jewish life 
across the globe.

FaitH and reason  
it’s not just that they’re natural antagonists, but that they 
seem to inhabit two different, never-intersecting planes. faith 
is unequivocal; reason is reasonable. faith is supra-human 
and thus (to us) unreal; reason is realness made human-sized, 
defined and confined, drained of wonder and life. for many 
centuries each dwelled on its plane with its loyalists, viewing 
the other with suspicion, even disdain.

Then came rabbi Schneur zalman, who was a “citizen of 
both worlds”. he passed freely from one to the other, building 
bridges between them, describing a symbiotic faith-reason 
universe in which each flows into, feeds on, and buttresses 
the other.

The intellect and the powers of the mind play a central role in 
rabbi Schneur zalman’s system. Study, comprehension and 
meditation are the tools by which faith is internalized and 
made real, so that permeates the person, developing and 
guiding his emotions and motivating his actions. indeed, the 
name “Chabad” is an acronym for the hebrew words for “wis-
dom”, “understanding” and “knowledge”, and Chabad is often 

referred to as the “intellectual branch of Chassidism.”

That categorization is not entirely correct. rabbi 
Sachneur zalman was not an “intellectual” - at 

least not in the common sense of one who 
regards the intellect as the ultimate arbiter 
of truth. on the contrary: he taught that 
ultimate truth lies in our deeply-held con-
victions, in the things we know without 
understanding them - in the beliefs that 
are ingrained in our self-awareness by vir-

tue of our soul being a spark of the divine. 

in fact, the intellect will often suppress and 
distort these truths. but that is only when the 

intellect’s function is misapplied -- when it sees its 
own bounds as absolute, and what lies beyond them as 

beyond its ken. True intellect, taught rabbi Schneur zalman, 
is receptive to the supra-rational, and harnesses its own tools 
to the task of apprehending it and “internalizing” it.

The fact that you cannot rationally understand something is 
no reason not to study it. you know it to be true -- your deep-
est self tells you it is. So contemplate it, analyze it, meditate 
upon it. don’t be intimidated by your mind’s initial inadequa-
cy. when you embrace faith’s infinitude with your mind’s finite 
tools, you’ll eventually find those tools “expanding” to receive 
it. and you’ll find your finite reality saturated with the divine 
supra-reality you’ve always regarded as “beyond” you.

From Chabad.org, by Yanki Tauber

Rabbi schneur 
Zalman

T w o  H u n d r e d  Y e a r s
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What’s Happening!
Recent Events at Lubavitch of Wisconsin

Chanukah Public Menorah Lightings & Celebrations
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adult education
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adult Friendship  Circle
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Cheder Mothers 
Visit Bracha Bee
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Jewish Beginnings 
Lubavitch Nursery
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Mitzvah Corps 
Chanukah 

Candle Lighting- 
Admirals Game
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Arts at Hillel Academy

Young Jewish 
Professionals - 

Madison
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Chabad Mequon
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Shul 
East

Chabad of Green Bay
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Chabad - UW Madison

Chabad of Madison
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Chabad UW-Madison
B E A u t I F y  y o u R  S E D E R  t A B L E

With Hand Made

Shmurah 
Matzoh

now is the time to order!
Please place your orders by march 23 

The earlier the better!

Please send me __ box(es) of Shmurah Matzoh for 
my Seder Table
cost: $19.00 per box of six (delivery included)

❑ My Check Is Enclosed

❑ Please charge my credit card
❑ MC   ❑ Visa   ❑ Discover     

Card No.                                    

Exp. Date

Signature

Name

Address

City                                     

State                  Zip 

Tel.

E-mail

Matzos will be delivered between March 25-30.

Lubavitch of wisconsin
3109 North Lake Drive

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Tel: (414) 961-6100
Fax: (414) 962-1740

E-mail: info@chabadwi.org

UW - Milwaukee



Celebration!
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5772 / 2012

LubavitCh of WisConsin

3109 North Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53211
(414) 961-6100

address Service requested

The Art of Illumination • Schonbek

• Kichler

• Waterford

• Casablanca

• Emerson

• Minka

• 100’s More

Properly selected and well placed lighting can transform your home – inside 
and out. BBC Home Lighting Outlet offers an incredible selection of name 
brand lights and fixtures at 50 to 90% savings everyday.  Our comprehensive 
selection includes outdoor wall lanterns and post lights, fluorescents and
                 commercial fixtures, table and floor lamps and shades, ceiling  fans,
                       bath and kitchen lighting fixtures. 

                           From chandeliers to sconce lights,  whatever your lighting
                                needs, you’ll find the solution at BBC Home Lighting Outlet.  

Visit Wisconsin’s largest lighting showroom! Open Every Day!
Mon.–Sat.  9a.m. to 5pm • Sundays 11a.m. to 4pm

Member ALA
American 
Lighting 

Association

Free Storage • Free Delivery • Free Light Bulbs
Free Consultation • New Home Lighting 

BBC LIGHTING
2015 W. St. Paul Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53233

414-933-0808
www.bbclighting.com
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