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Some Chanukah Thoughts
My Dear Friends, Wisconsin Jewry,

As this issue is going to print I am under the influence… So I 
dropped my prepared “Chanukah Thoughts” in favor of a story.

I 
am under the influence of experiencing five exhilarating days 
together with my fellow Shluchim (Chabad emissaries), old col-
leagues and new faces, accomplished rabbis and energetic start-

ers, seasoned and novice Shluchim. Sixteen of the Wisconsin Shluchim 
shared moments with colleagues from California and Florida, from 
China and Alaska, from Cambodia and Zaire, from Australia and 
Vietnam, from Israel and from France.

The annual International Conference of Shluchim, which takes place in 
New York, is a time for all the Shluchim – 4,000 of them - from around 
the world to come together, share successes and challenges and garner 
strength and inspiration – all united with the passion of reaching every 
single Jew in their respective places, offering love, an appreciation to 
their birthright Jewish heritage, comfort and joy.

Four thousand Chabad Shluchim is a tremendous and powerful army 
who thrive on their collective strength. The reality is, however, that 
following the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM, guid-
ance, our strength lies in our focus on the quality of the moment, of a 
single act and on the single individual. It takes one person, in one place, 
in one day to create a little bit of light. And that light can illuminate 
more darkness than we will ever know.

Indeed, this is the message of Chanukah - a singular small light grow-
ing in strength from day to day, bringing joy and light to brighten the 
darkness.

Over the course of the convention, I have heard countless “small sto-
ries”. Here is one I trust you will enjoy. 

•  •  •

Our family once spent a summer vacation running the Shul in the 
retreat town of Plettenberg Bay, South Africa. It was one of those days, 
just at that moment when you thought you could have a day for your-
self, a fellow walks over and you know that your day off is about to be 
a day long.

So here, one morning after prayers, an elderly man, Sam, walks in and 
says he would like to talk to me for a few minutes. Of course, I agree 
and he launches into a story that began eight years earlier (and looked 
like it would take that long to tell…)

Sam begins his story. One day there’s a ring at my doorbell, I open the 
door. Two yeshiva students standing there in front of their over-sized 
van with the name “Mitzvah Tank” emblazoned on it. I invite them 
in; they come, sit down and chat. We have a wonderful conversation 
for hours, peppered with the request “Would you please like to put on 
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THE REBBE’S MESSAGE

In connection with the forthcoming days of Chanukah, I 
extend to each and all of you prayerful wishes for a bright 
and inspiring Chanukah, coupled with the fulfillment of 
your hearts’ desires for good in every respect.

Chanukah brings a meaningful message of encouragement.  
This in keeping with the spirit of all the festivals and 
commemorative days in our Jewish Calendar, which are meant 
to be observed not just for the sake of remembrance, but also 
for the practical lessons they provide in our daily life.

The special Mitzvah pertaining to Chanukah is, of course, 
the kindling of  the Chanukah Lights, which must be lit after 
sunset - unlike the Shabbos candles which must be lit before 
sunset; and unlike also the lights of the Menorah that were 
kindled in the Beis Hamikdosh (Holy temple in Jerusalem)  
even earlier  in the day.

The meaningful  message, which the  kindling of the 
Chanukah Lights after sunset conveys, is: 

When a person finds himself in a situation of “after sunset,” 
when the light of day has given way to gloom and darkness - as 
was the case in those ancient days under the oppressive Greek 
rule - one must not despair, G-d forbid, but on the contrary,  it 
is necessary to fortify oneself with complete trust in G-d, the 
Essence of Goodness, and take heart in the firm belief that the 
darkness is only temporary, and it will soon be superseded by 
a bright light, which will be seen and felt all the more strongly 
through  the supremacy of light over darkness, and by the 
intensity  of the contrast.

And this is the meaning of  lighting the Chanukah Lights, 
and in a manner  that calls for lighting an additional candle 
each successive day of  Chanukah - to plainly see for oneself, 
and to demonstrate to others  passing by in the street, that light 
dispels darkness; and that even a little light dispels a great deal 
of darkness, how much more so a light that steadily grows in 
intensity.

And if physical light has such quality and power, how much 
more so eternal spiritual light.

What has been said above, pertains to our Jewish people as 
a whole as well as to each individual Jew,  man or woman, in 
particular.

The conclusion that follows from it is, that though the Jewish 
people are still in a state of Galus (Exile), and “darkness covers 
the earth” a time when “nations rage and peoples speak vain 
things” etc., there is no reason to get overly excited by it; we 
have only to strengthen our trust in G-d, the “Guardian of His 
people lsrael, who slumbers not, nor sleeps” and be confident 

that He will protect  His people 
wherever they be, and will bless 
them with Hatzlocho (success) in all 
things, and in a growing measure;  
and that He will hasten the coming 
of our Righteous Moshiach to 
bring us the true and complete 
Geulo (Redemption)  which is fast 
approaching.

Similarly in regard to each 
individual, those who find themselves in a state of personal  
Galus- there is no cause for discouragement and despondency, 
G-d forbid; on the contrary, one must find increasing strength 
in complete trust in the Creator and Master of the Universe, 
that their personal deliverance from distress and confinement  
is on its speedy way.

All the more so when this trust is expressed  in a growing 
commitment to the fulfillment of G-d’s will in the daily life and 
conduct in accordance with His Torah and Mitzvos - of which 
the Mitzva of  kindling the Chanukah Lights is particularly 
significant in that it symbolizes the illumination of the soul, 
the “Lamp of G-d,” with the light of the Torah and Mitzvos, 
“for a Mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah is light”   illuminating  
it in an increasing measure from day to day, to bring about the 
fulfillment of the prophecy: “The people wailing in darkness 
(of the Galus) will see a great light” - the light of the Geulo.

Adapted from a letter by the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, OBM, dated 15 Kislev, 5738 (1977).
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Chanukah Check List 
_Menorah (visit our on-line JUdaica 
Store, www.chabadwi.org or Crown 
Judaica store in Mequon see p. 11)
_Candles long enough to burn for 
   30 minutes after night fall
_ Blessings for candlelighting (see 

pg. 39)
_Chanukah Gelt for your family
_Dreidel
_Ingredients for potato Latkes
(find recipe on p. 10)
_Scheduled to participate in a
   Chanukah Celebration
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N I G H T  O N E
Saturday, december 8, 2012
Candles are lit after Shabbat ends and after Havdallah is 
recited; Blessings 1, 2 & 3, p. 30

The events that 
led to the mi-
raculous vic-

tory of Chanukah 
span a period of a 
hundred and seventy 
years, beginning at about 300 BCE.  Alexander the 
Great was the leader of the Greek Empire who by the 
age of 21 had conquered most of the known world.  He 
respected the Jews.  He didn’t want to wage war against 
tiny Judea; he only required heavy taxes.  The Talmud 
details many conversations that young Alexander had 
with the Jewish Sages, many of whom traveled to 
Greece to tutor royalty.

After Alexander’s death, the Greek empire was split 
into three territories:  Greece, Egypt and Syria.  In 175 
BCE, Antiochus IV rose to power over the Syrian terri-
tories, which included Israel.  The Syrian Greeks, called 
Seleucids, were not interested in co-existence, but in 
assimilation.

The Talmud, the Book of the Maccabees, Josephus, 
and other works detail the events of Chanukah.  
Antiochus IV sent his ministers to force Greek culture 
on the people of Israel.  Most Jews conformed.  What 
else could they do against the might of the empire?  The 
Zohar says of this period:  “The Greeks darkened the 
eyes of Israel with their decrees.”

The festival of Chanukah is about light overcoming 

darkness. Our world is currently experiencing a 

particularly dark time. We have become apprehensive, 

even about opening the letters in our mailbox. Our sons, 

daughters, friends and neighbors are half way around 

the world, fighting an enemy that has no borders.

“The soul of man is a lamp of G-d” (Proverbs 23:27). Our 

challenge, whether we are on the front lines or fighting 

rush hour at home, is to bring light into the world. The 

reason the Chanukah candles are lit after nightfall is to 

remind us that even in our darkest moments, we can 

illuminate, if we only kindle a flame.

E i g h t  D a y s
o fLight

Looking at the events today 
and going back to the days of 
Chanukah, makes you wonder. 

The story of a little light pushing away an empire 
of darkness, human sensibility defying terror 
and brute force, life and growth overcoming 
destruction – the battle is very much alive within 
each of us, and in the world outside of us.

The victory of light over darkness is the cosmic 
megadrama – the ongoing story of all that is. This 
victory occurs at every winter solstice and at the 
dawn of each day. It is found in every decision to 
do good in the face of evil, to be kind where there 
is cruelty and to build where others destroy.

Chanukah is more than just a festival 
commemorating a miracle of old. It is an 
eight-day spiritual journey. “In those days“ 
Chanukah celebrated the triumph of a small 
group of Jews who challenged their Greek 
oppressors and a little oil that miraculously 
kindled the lights of the menorah for eight days. 
Today, the spirit of Chanukah is experienced 
when we apply its joy, warmth and light to 
our lives – not only in our homes with our 
loved ones, but with the entire world.

Here are some of the eight days of the 
victory of light over darkness.



N I G H T  T W O
Sunday, december 9, 2012
Candles are lit after nightfall; 
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

Antiochus IV, called 
Epiphanies (the 
Illustrious) by his 

friends, and Epimanes (the 
Madman) by his enemies, 
did not build ghettos or set 
out to exterminate the Jewish people, as Pharaoh or 
Nebuchadnezzar had plotted before him. Neither did 
he intend to destroy their culture. Instead, he outlawed 
the observance of specific mitzvot (Divine command-
ments), predicting that when the Jews would cease 
to observe these precepts, it would lead to the end of 
Judaism as a unique religion and nation. He wanted 
the Jews to be just another conquered tribe. And so, he 
declared war against their souls. 

The Greeks were great philosophers. They acknowl-
edged the mitzvot as part of a great culture, and the 
Torah as a great work of Jewish literature. What they 
would not tolerate was that “G-d, Creator of the 
Universe, ordained the practice of these mitzvot.” In the 
words of the prayer recited on Chanukah, the Greeks 
set out to have the Jews forget “your [G-d’s] Torah,” 
and to cease observing “your [G-d’s] commandments.” 

Whenever we do a mitzvah, we become G–d’s auto-

graph on His masterpiece, declaring for all that this is not 

a jungle where the strong devour the weak. It is a beauti-

ful garden, filled with the light of its Creator. 
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Chanukah Facts
Did You Know…
•   The root of the word Chanukah means “dedication.” 

The name Chanukah is because the Jewish people 
rededicated the Temple after their miraculous 
victory. It happened on the 25th day of the Jewish 
month of Kislev.

•   Being subjected to the Greek rule, the Jews could 
not celebrate the 8 days of the holidays of Sukkos 
and Shemini Atzeres. Upon rededicating the Temple 
they celebrated the missed Sukkos festival for 8 days.

•   “Chanukah” can be broken into three Hebrew words: 
Chanu-chaf-hey, which means “they rested (from 
fighting) on the 25th.” The 25th day of the Hebrew 
month Kislev is when re-entered the Holy Temple.

•   Many years before the miracle of Chanukah, in the 
wilderness after leaving Egypt, on the 25th of Kislev, 
2449 (-1312 B.C.E.), the Jewish people completed 
the construction of the Tabernacle. 

•   When the Jews rebuilt the second Temple in 
Jerusalem 3408 (-353 B.C.E.), after their return from 
Babylonian exile, they constructed the foundation 
of the Sanctuary on the 24th of Kislev. That evening 
– the night of the 25th of Kislev – they celebrated.

•   Chanukah was established long after the Torah 
was given. Nevertheless, there is an allusion to the 
Festival of Lights in the Torah. The 25th word in the 
Torah is Ohr, meaning “light.”

•   Did you know that the first night of Chanukah can 
never fall on a Monday night, and the fifth candle 
cannot fall on Shabbos?

•   Jewish mystical tradition, the Kabbalah, teaches 
that the Seven Days of Creation express the 
attributes that build both the Divine and the human 
personality: “Chesed” (kindess), “Gevurah” (restraint), 
“Tiferet” (beauty), “Netzach” (victory), “Hod” (glory), 
“Yesod” (foundation) and “Malchut” (royalty). So too 
the first seven days of Chanukah. But, unlike the 
natural order of the week, Chanukah is eight days: 
for the Chanukah Lights imbue the world with the 
miraculous illumination of supernatural experience 
that will reach its full realization in the Era of 
Moshiach. 
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Chanukah Gelt
The word Chanukah shares the same root as Chinuch 

(education).  During Chanukah we focus on the Jewish 

education of children.  We use the opportunity to 

teach them to increase in charity and good deeds.

On Chanukah, it is traditional to give gelt (money) to 

children and adults as well, after lighting the menorah.  

The recipients are encourages to give a portion of their 

gift to tzedakah (charity).  

Maimonides explained that the Greeks attempted to 

defile not only Jewish rituals, but also their property.  

It is, therefore, appropriate to celebrate Chanukah 

with dedicating a portion of our property to a sacred 

purpose – charity.

Also, the Greek’s objective was to remove the spiritual 

from our service to G-d.  They did not try to kill us, but 

to bring us over to Greek way of life.  They did not try 

to destroy the Temple or spill out the oil; they “merely” 

defiled and made them impure.

Chanukah gelt is a statement of freedom and defiance 

in the face of the Greeks’ attempt.  Encouraging our 

children to give a portion of their gelt to charity 

teaches that the physical can, and should, be used in 

service of G-d.

Parents and others give Chanukah gelt.  The most 

significant night to give is on the fifth, the first night 

that the majority of the candles of the menorah are lit 

However, parents are encouraged to give gelt each of 

the eight days.

N I G H T  T H R E E
Monday, december 10, 2012
Candles are lit after nightfall; 
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

Hellenism, the Greek 
culture, meant 
accepting its pagan 

gods and Greek philosophy. 
Jews who were sympathetic 
to the Hellenistic view 
quickly gained power and prominence. But many 
Jews remained loyal to their beliefs. Eliezer, a Kohen 
(Jewish priest), was executed because he refused to 
abandon his Jewish faith. Many Jewish women were 
murdered for having their sons circumcised. Seven 
sons of Hanna, a simple Jewish woman, were put to 
death for refusing to bow down to pagan gods. 

The big trouble for the Seleucids began in the village 

of Mod’in, when an aged Kohen cried out, “Whoever is 

for G-d, join me!” Thus, the fight for religious freedom 

began. 

King Solomon wrote, “Everything has its season…  

A time to be born, a time to die… A time for war, a 

time for peace” (Ecclesiastes). In Judaism, peace is the 

ultimate goal. Yet, if one is being attacked, Jewish law 

forbids a passive stance. Peace and the sanctity of hu-

man life requires, at times, that one must defend one’s 

self, one’s family, one’s country and one’s faith.

Despite the fact that the Maccabees were fewer in 

strength and in numbers, they stood up 

against the oppressor with complete faith 

in G-d’s mercy. One lesson of Chanukah is 

that when we resolve to introduce spiritu-

ality into our lives, G-d assists us well beyond 

our limitations. G-d tells His children, “Make for 

Me a small opening, like the eye of a needle, 

and I will open for you an opening through 

which caravans can enter” (Midrash). We 

simply need to begin the process for G-d to 

help us attain that which we perceived as 

unattainable. 
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N I G H T  F O U R
tuesday, december 11, 2012
Candles are lit after nightfall; 
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

Antiochus IV out-
lawed three spe-
cific mitzvot and 

rendered their practice 
punishable by death. These 
mitzvot were “Shabbat,” 
which is a testimony to the fact that there is a Creator 
Who rested on the seventh day, “Blessing the New 
Month,” which determines when Jews can sanctify 
their holidays, and “Circumcision,” which imbues ho-
liness into the human body. The spiritual ghetto that 
Antiochus IV tried to force on the Jewish people was 
a world without a Creator, time without sanctity and 
people with no connection to the Divine.

Though a person might have a burning desire to be 
spiritual, a concrete action is needed to ignite a flame. 
Lacking the oil of genuine substance, one’s passion 
can quickly fade, failing to introduce any enduring 
light into the world. A life without mitzvot is like a 
wick without oil—it yields little or no light.

There are nine branches on the Chanukah menorah, 

even though Chanukah is celebrated for eight days. 

The ninth branch is the shamash, the “servant” candle, 

which stands apart from the other candles. This candle 

is lit so that when we make use of the Chanukah light, 

we do so from the shamash, and not from the eight 

Chanukah flames. “ … These [eight Chanukah] flames 

are kodesh (holy). We are not permitted to make use of 

them, only to gaze at them” (Chanukah liturgy).

The Hebrew word kodesh literally means separate and 

beyond. In Judaism, although we can appreciate holy 

objects and observances on many levels, they are es-

sentially higher than our finite understanding and per-

ception, since they are rooted in the Infinite. It was this 

“holiness” that the Greeks failed to destroy. And it is this 

holiness that is manifested in the lights of Chanukah.

N I G H T  F I V E
Wednesday, december 12, 2012
Candles are lit after nightfall;
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

Mat t i syahu 
the Kohen, 
and his 

five sons, began to 
challenge the Greek 
strongholds with a 
group of followers called the Maccabees. Historical 
sources estimate their numbers at 6,000, while 
Antiochus IV sent 40,000 troops to overwhelm 
them. Yehudit, a young widow, used cunning tac-
tics to assassinate Holofernes, a vicious Seleucid 
general. After significant losses in the cities of 
Shchem and Beit Choron, Antiochus IV sent an 
additional 65,000 troops. The Maccabees fought 
bitter battles.  After three years and thousands of 
lives, Israel was finally free. 

On Chanukah we celebrate two miracles: the vic-

tory of the Maccabees over the forces of Antiochus 

IV in the battlefield, and the miracle of the oil, which 

burned for eight days. The victory in the battlefield 

was miraculous, but it was physical, limited by time 

and space. The miracle of the oil, which enabled 

the Jewish people to resume the service in the holy 

Temple, was spiritual. Jews around the world emu-

late this miracle and spirituality today by observing 

Chanukah.

The Chanukah struggle is found within each of us. 

Chassidic teachings explain that we have two souls. 

One soul is drawn to the spiritual, the other to the 

material. We may reconcile this duality by being in-

volved with the material world, but toward a spiri-

tual end. This is why the Torah requires mitzvos to 

be performed with physical action. When the physi-

cal is engaged for spiritual purposes, the conflict is 

transformed into inner peace and harmony.  When 

one makes peace within, it has an effect on his or 

her home, environment and eventually the entire 

world. 
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N I G H T  S E V E N 
Friday, december 14, 2012
Candles are lit before Shabbos candles; 
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

The small jar of 
oil was only 
enough to light 

the Temple’s menorah 
for one day.  To pre-
pare more oil would 
require a process of at least seven days.

After defeating the world’s most powerful army and 

gaining religious freedom for generations to come, the 

Maccabees were not about to give up.  They lit the me-

norah with the little oil they found, and miraculously, 

the menorah shone for eight days – plus 2,000 years, 

as Chanukah continues to illuminate our home and 

world today.

Chassidic teachings explain that the essence of a soul 

can never be defiled.  This spark of holiness continu-

ously burns and longs to be fanned into a great flame.  

The universe is inherently good (Genesis 1:31).  But 

there are times when darkness invades G-d’s world.  

At such times we search for the hidden “single jar of 

pure oil” – the pure and indestructible spark of divinity 

within us that radiates goodness and holiness.

N I G H T  S I X
thursday, december 13, 2012
Candles are lit after nightfall; 
Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

Upon reclaiming 
the Holy Temple 
a painful sight 

greeted the Maccabees.  
The Greeks had violated 
this holy site and defiled 
the pure Menorah oil.  Why didn’t the Seleucids 
just destroy the oil, as opposed to defiling it? Oil is 
a symbol for holiness. It can permeate anything, yet 
when placed in water, it rises to the top. Defiled, not 
destroyed, oil is exactly what Antiochus IV wanted. 
He felt that the Jews could adhere to their culture 
and keep their laws, as long as it was “touched” by 
the Greek ideals and philosophy. 

Miraculously, the Maccabees discovered a single jar 

of pure oil, with the seal of the Kohen Gadol (Jewish 

high priest) intact. With this oil, the holy Temple was 

reinaugurated.

Chassidic teachings explain that despite any entity 

that tries to sever our connection to G-dliness, the 

essence of a soul can never be defiled. This spark of 

holiness continuously burns and longs to be fanned 

into a great flame. The universe was created to per-

petuate light, and it is inherently good (Genesis). But 

there are times when darkness invades G-d’s world. 

At such times, we search for the hidden “single jar of 

pure oil” (Chanukah liturgy), the pure and indestruc-

tible spark of Creation, which radiates goodness and 

holiness.
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The Menorah
Did You Know…

Seven or eight – The Temple’s menorah had only 
seven candles.  The Chanukah menorah has eight 
arms and candles. This, to commemorate the miracle 
of the one small jar containing a supply of oil enough 
for only one day that lasted eight days in the service 
of the daily menorah lighting in the Temple.

Straight or Curved – It is usually perceived 
that the branches of the Temple menorah had a 
semi-circular or oblong shape.  However, according 
to Maimonides and Rashi, both foremost authorities 
on Jewish tradition and law, the branches of the 
Temple menorah extended diagonally, beautifully 
decorated as described in the Torah (Ex. 25:31-37).

up or down – The Menorah in the Temple 
in Jerusalem was decorated with 22 cups. In 
Maimonide’s drawing of the menorah as shown 
below the cups are all turned upside down! This was 
symbolic of G-d’s blessing pouring down upon the 
world.

inward or outward – The windows of the 
Holy Temple were wider outside than in.  Rather than 
let the sunlight in like all other windows, to light the 
inside of the house, the Temple windows were built 
to let the light of the Menorah out, to shine into the 
rest of the world.

Sketch by 
Maimonides 
of the 
Temple 
Menorah 

N I G H T  E I G H T  
Saturday, december 15, 2012
Candles are lit after Shabbat ends and after Havdallah 
is recited; Blessings 1 & 2, p. 30

However miracu-

lous their victo-

ry, some would 

attribute the Maccabean 

military success to their 

superior strategy. The last night of the holiday is called 

Zot Chanukah, “This is Chanukah.” Our Sages explain 

that “zot” refers to something when it is revealed and 

tangible, “when it can be pointed to with a finger.” 

When the Jewish people witnessed a scientific impos-

sibility, the miracle of the oil, there was no denying 

G-d’s Presence.

Why does G-d perform miracles? Without “miracles,” 

such as the oil found in the holy Temple, one might 

believe that the laws of physics define reality. However, 

once we see the inexplicable, we witness a transcen-

dent reality and attain a higher consciousness. We can 

then look back at physics, point with our finger and 

realize, “This too is a miracle.” The Baal Shem Tov said, 

“The difference between nature and a miracle is the 

frequency.”

The Kabbalah, Jewish mysticism, teach-

es that the ultimate miracle is not the 

splitting of the sea, manna from heaven, 

or the sun standing still. It is described as 

the subtle and, at the same time, dramatic 

transformation of the universe that will 

occur with the arrival of Moshiach. At that 

time, nature itself will uncover its miracu-

lous essence. What is now perceived as a 

wall between the physical and spiritual 

will be revealed as a bridge. How can we 

bring about this miracle? With the light 

of our collective good and the perfor-

mance of G-d’s commandments, the 

mitzvoth in our day to day lives. •
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The Dreidel 
The Dreidel is a four-sided spinning top.  A Hebrew letter is written on 
each side: Nun, Gimmel, Hay and Shin, representing the phrase Nes 
Gadol Haya Sham – A Great Miracle Happened There.

The Dreidel dates back to the time of the Chanukah story.  Since 
learning Torah was punishable by death, Jewish children would hide 
in caves in the hills to study with their teachers.

If found by Greek soldiers, they would pull out their Dreidels and 
pretend they were just playing an innocent game!  Today, we remind 
ourselves of their courage by playing the game of Dreidel during the 
holiday of Chanukah.

How To Play:
1. Each player places some coins, 
candies or nuts into the pot.  

2. Players take turns spinning the Dreidel.  

3. If the Dreidel lands on:

  .Nun,” Nothing is won and nothing is lost“ נ   
Bang fist on table…

  .Gimmel” – the player Gets all“ ג  
Everybody cheers…

  .Hay” – the player wins Half the amount in the pot“ ה  
Everybody says, “Oooohhhh”…

 Shin”  – the player must pitCH in a penny, a candy or a“ש  
nut from their individual pile into the pot.   
Everybody says, “Aaaawwww”…

4.  If the pot empties out, everyone contributes equally once again.

5.  You can always raise the ante, asking everyone to match the 
amount agreed upon.

What does the Dreidel have to say?
Wouldn’t it be more fun if the Dreidel would have gimmel on all four 
sides?  Couldn’t the Dreidel do without a shin?  Then whichever way 
you would spin, you would win….

The answer is obvious.  If you can’t lose, you can’t win.
We often ask, why is there so much darkness, so many challenges?  

Wouldn’t it be great if all of life was bliss?  Why are we always faced 
with difficulties in the workplace, in business, in relationships, in 
achievements, etc? Why do we find so many difficulties and obsticles 
when it comes to anything Jewish?

Herein is the answer.  The fun lies in the opportunity to overcome 
adversity.  If evil did not exist, if our world did not contain darkness, 
we would be like trees baring terrific fruit, but there would be no 
appreciation for all the good.  It is the challenge that creates the fun 
and makes the good stand out.  Overcoming adversity is what makes 
our life so meaningful.

Traditional Latkes
Chanukah food traditions have their 
origins in the first years that the holiday 
was celebrated, and are meant to remind 
us of certain miracles associated with the 
events of Chanukah itself. And of course, 
remembering the miracles and the freedom 
that we’re all celebrating adds a special 
flavor to everything we serve . . .

5 large potatoes, peeled
1 large onion
3 eggs 
1/3 cup flour
1 tsp. Salt
¼ tsp. pepper 
¾ cup oil for frying
Use: 10-inch skillet
Yields: 4 to 6 servings
 

Grate potatoes and onion on the fine side 
of a grater, or in a food processor; or put in 
a blender with a little water.

Strain grated potatoes and onion through 
a colander, pressing out excess water. Add 
eggs, flour, and seasoning. Mix well. 

Heat ½ cup oil in skillet. Lower flame and 
place 1 large tablespoon batter at a time 
into hot sizzling oil and fry on one side 
for approximately 5 minutes until golden 
brown. Turn over and fry on other side 2 
to 3 minutes.

Remove from pan and place on paper 
towels to drain excess oil. Continue with 
remaining batter until used up, adding 
more oil when necessary.

Serve with applesauce on the side.

Variation:  Zucchini or Carrot Latkes – 
Substitute 5 medium zucchini or 5 medium 
carrots for potatoes.

Excerpted from Spice and Spirit, The Complete Kosher Jewish 
Cookbook, published by Lubavitch Women’s Cookbook 
Publications
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t h e  E S S E N T I a L 
B aT T L E  o f  I D E a S
Hellenism vs. Faith
Celebrating What? 
the talmud asks this question “What is Chanukah?”, and then provides what 
seems to be an unexpected answer:

When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary [in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem], they 
contaminated all its oil. Then, when the royal Hasmonean family overpowered 
them and was victorious over them, they searched and found only a single cruse 
of pure oil that was sealed with the seal of the high priest—enough to light 
the menorah for a single day. A miracle occurred, and they lit the menorah with 
this oil for eight days. The following year, they established these [eight days] 
as days of festivity and praise and thanksgiving for G-d. 

But isn’t there more to Chanukah than that?
What about the extraordinary military victory of the Maccabees, a 

dedicated and small force of Jewish fighters, against one of the great 
imperial powers of classical antiquity, the Seleucid branch of alexander the 
Great’s empire?

Why doesn’t the talmud even mention that miracle?
in fact, of the two, the miracle of the oil lasting eight days seems peripheral, 

considering the near-extinction the Jews faced.
let’s look at the historical context of this war between the Greeks and the Jews.
it was the year 164 bCe, some two centuries before the destruction of the 

Second temple by the romans. israel was then under the rule of the Seleucid 
empire, based in Syria. a Syrian ruler, antiochus iV, ascended the throne and was 
determined to impose his values on the Jewish people. he forbade the practice 
of Judaism, set up a statue of Zeus in the temple, and systematically desecrated 
Jerusalem’s holy sites. Jews who were caught practicing Judaism were tortured 
to death.

if antiochus would have had his way, Judaism would have been extinguished.
and yet, in the talmud, the miracle of the Jewish people’s survival is 

overshadowed by the survival of a cruse of oil!
Moreover, the miracle of the oil is the only element of the Chanukah events 

that we commemorate today by lighting menorahs for eight days. Yes, there is 
a paragraph inserted into the prayers and grace after meals, but that’s about it. 
We have no customs or rituals commemorating a miraculous military triumph.

How are we to understand this imbalance in our commemoration 
of the two miracles?

Visible and Invisible
the Greeks were a unique enemy of the Jews, arguably unlike any who came 
before or after them.

While others were concerned with issues of state - Pharaoh feared a future 
Jewish revolt, and haman despised their particularistic nature and refusal to 
assimilate - antiochus was concerned with matters of the “primitive” faith and 

practices to which the Jews continued to cling despite the progressive era of 
enlightenment which the Greeks had ushered into the world.

While throughout history Jews suffered at the hands of those who sought 
to eradicate the Jewish people, the Jewish faith and practice, antiochus was 
bothered by the existence of faith itself. he recognized and acknowledged only 

the mind and body, while the Jews believed in a soul within man and 
creation. he saw nature as the force that governs the world, while the Jews 

saw nature as an instrument and creation of a supernatural G-d.
there is another difference between ancient Greece and israel. the 

Greeks were the supreme masters of the visual arts: art, sculpture, 
architecture and the theater; the Jews, as a matter of religious principle, were 

not. the G-d Jews worship is invisible. he transcends nature. he created the 
universe and is therefore beyond the universe. he cannot be seen. 

this distinction between Jewish and Greek culture is not random; it is 
deeply rooted in their respective ideologies. 

to the ancient Greeks, if something wasn’t seeable or understandable, it 
simply wasn’t. they claimed that if G-d’s existence could not be proven in a 

science lab, it could not be proven at all. it was their philosophy that gave birth 
to the idiom, “Seeing is believing.”

to the Jew, reality is not defined by, or confined to, that which is apparent, 
visible and tangible. to quote Moses: “then the l-rd spoke to you out of the fire. 

Crown Judaica

MEQUON.
JUDAICA once only 
  found in New York is now 
available in 

Located in the Peltz Center for Jewish Life-Lower Level
2233 W. Mequon Rd   262-242-9514  crownjudaica.org

Mon,Tues, Thurs 10 to 4 | Wed 10 to 6 | Sun, Fri 10 to 1

B"H
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You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.” 
a listening culture is not the same as a seeing culture. Judaism’s way of 

understanding and relating to the world is fundamentally different from that of 
the Greeks, and of the philosophical tradition they (Socrates, Plato, aristotle and 
others) founded.

this was the crux of the Jewish-Greek conflict. it may have resulted in a 
political war, but it stemmed from a battle of ideas.

it was this war of spirit over matter, of faith over hellenism, and of the pursuit 
of meaning over materialism that was won, not on the physical battlefield 
through spears and swords, but in the holy temple through the menorah and a 
small cruse of oil.

and while the military victory was temporary, the religious one 
still endures.
a little over two centuries after the Chanukah story took place, in 69 Ce, the 

temple was destroyed, this time by the romans. Jerusalem was plundered, israel 
was decimated and the Jewish people were exiled. it was the beginning 
of a period of Jewish subjection, dispersion and persecution which 
has lasted almost two millennia.

Yet the spiritual miracle—the faith that carried our people 
through thick and thin—like the oil, remains inextinguishable.

as Mark twain famously put it:
The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet 

with sound and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; 
the Greek and the Roman followed, and made a vast noise, and they 
are gone; other peoples have sprung up and held their torch high for a 
time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished.

The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting 
no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his 
energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the 
Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains.

as for Twain’s question: “What is the secret of his immortality?” The 
Chanukah story answers that.

What’s in it for Me?
one might argue that today’s world bears a growing resemblance to ancient 
Greece.

for one thing, pop icons and sports stars are more popular than the scholars 
and religious leaders. the gym has become a place of worship, with personal 
trainers running the services. there is an obsession with the body, its weight and 
how youthful it looks.

Children today are taught that cynicism, skepticism and suspicion equal 
sophistication and professionalism. today, the word “naïve” is a very bad 

word. the age-old human traits that make mankind so exquisite—
like trust, hope, optimism and faith (in G-d or in man)—are now 
considered impractical and unsafe.

Chanukah reminds us the time has come to rediscover our spirituality, 
innocence and purity, and to redeem our power of belief. it’s time we 

gave the inextinguishable Chanukah flame burning in each of us full 
expression, allowing it to bring light, warmth and trust into the twilight 
that has descended on our world.

Edited from an article by Chabad.org 

The Empty
  Menorah
the flaming Chanukah menorah is one of the most vivid symbols of Judaism.  the 
menorah’s very shape reveals important lessons about living as a Jew.

on Chanukah, the Jewish people go out of their way to perform the mitzvah of 
lighting the menorah as beautifully as possible.  the basic requirement, according 
to Jewish law, is to kindle just one candle for each night 
of Chanukah.  nevertheless, the common Jewish practice 
is to light one candle the first night, gradually increasing 
each night until eight are lit the final night. 

With this in mind, one might notice that the menorah 
is built in a curious way.  looking at the menorah on the 
first night, a person sees one burning light and seven 

empty holders.  to the uninitiated, it appears (at least for the first seven days of 
Chanukah) that we are being cheap about this mitzvah.  

[the anecdote is told of a pervious President of the United States who attended 
the White house menorah lighting.  Upon seeing that only one candle was 
being lit, he insisted that the others also be lit, claiming that in the White house, 
nothing should be done half-way!]

in Judaism, there are no accidents.  even the most minute custom is steeped in 
tradition and filled with meaning.  it is possible to construct a menorah in which 
the holders are added with each successive day.  Why, then, is the custom to have 
the holders present, yet to keep them empty?

Flaw and Growth
it is a natural tendency to find justification for one’s negative 
behavior.  a person can have an obvious flaw, while finding 
reasons why his actions are excusable, even positive.

this pattern of thought makes personal growth 
impossible.  Since everything this person does is right in 
his eyes, there is no need to grow and virtually no room for 
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improvement!
a person with this attitude finds 

it difficult to tolerate criticism.  Should 
someone else tell him that he needs to 
improve himself, he experiences it as a 
personal attack.  he is devastated, because 
his inflated ego finds excuses for everything 
he does.  in the privacy of his mind, he 
views himself as perfect.

the design of the menorah shows us 
the flaw of such an attitude.  even while 
we are fulfilling a mitzvah, and doing so to 
the fullest extent, we are faced with empty 
spaces, silently telling us that what we have 
done today will not suffice tomorrow.

the need to progress does not indicate 
that the person is “bad,” or that he has not 
been trying.  rather, G-d has created the 
world in such a way that advancement is 
expected, necessary, and constant.  as our 
Sages put it, G-d created the world, and us 
as part of it, so that we “fix” and improve 
upon it.

Gradual, Yet Steady
Seeking to connect to our Jewishness, at 
the beginning of the road back home, the 
vast number of mitzvoth yet unfulfilled 
seems awesome.  how could one ever 
master, or even feel competent, in them all?

the empty spaces in the menorah teach 
us that the torah does not demand that all 
the mitzvoth be performed at once.  it is 
unrealistic to expect such radical change, 
just as one would not begin to exercise by 
running a complete marathon on the first 
outing.  Progress must be gradual.

on the other hand, the progress must 
be continuous.  today, one candle was 
lit.  tomorrow, however, one candle is 
insufficient.  even when you reach seven, 
that still isn’t enough; tomorrow you must 
light eight.

and even when eight is reached, it is 
only sufficient for this year.  by next year, 
you should be on a totally new level at 
which time you must begin again from one.

Sun., Dec. 9
5:30pm

Giant Mitzvah 

Menorah!
lots of fun for

the whole family!

Bayshore Town Center Rotunda
Glendale, WI

• Yummy Chanukah Treats!
• Chanukah Gelt!

• Lively Musical Fun!
• Raffle & Prizes

• Oodles of fun for all ages!!
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Wisconsin’s
8 Days of Light

pRe- CHanUKaH
•	 LUBaVitCH oF WiSConSin and its affiliates will be placing 50 large 

public menorahs throughout the Milwaukee metro area, Madison, 
Mequon, Waukesha, green Bay, grafton and Kenosha: in shopping 
malls, business centers, banks, etc.  

•	 Chabad of Madison Chanukah Wonderland event on dec. 2nd, for the 
whole family at 422 commerce Dr. from 12-4:00pm. olive oil Workshop, 
candle making, and much more! 

•	 the Mitzvah Corps will sponsor a gift drive at the Milwaukee admirals 
game, dec. 5th, starting at 7:00pm – before the game, m. c. volunteers 
will collect new, unwrapped toys to be distributed to families for 
chanukah.  Donors receive an admirals T-shirt. (To purchase tickets, contact 
rabbi avremi schapiro at 414-228-8000 or avremi@chabadwi.org)

MondaY, deCeMBeR 10
•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin chanukah celebration at the governor’s 

mansion in Madison, 10:00am.  music by Hillel academy students. 
•	 Chabad of UWM presents Spread the Light, at the UWm Union 

concourse 10am-2pm monday through friday.  Jelly doughnuts, dreidels 
and fun.

•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin public menorah lighting at the rotunda of 
the Milwaukee County Courthouse at 1:30pm with music from Hillel 
academy students.

SUndaY, deCeMBeR 9
•	 the pelz Hebrew School will have a special chanukah program at cfJL 

at 10:30am.

•	 Chabad of Mequon public Menorah Lighting in front of the metro 
market in mequon at 3:15pm.

•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin’s annual Car Menorah parade, beginning 
with a public menorah lighting at Glendale’s Pick n Save at port Washington 
and Green Tree roads, at 3:45pm; chabad of mequon’s contingency of 
the parade will begin its procession at Metro Market at 3:15, and  meeting 
up with the milwaukee group and together parading on port Washington 
road, heading north to Brown Deer road, turning right and continuing 
onto Lake Drive, to Bradford on the east side and south onto farwell, 
continuing onto prospect, south to Wisconsin, left onto cass st, left onto 
michigan and right onto Lincoln memorial Drive , right onto 794W and to 
43 north, exiting at silver spring Drive following port Washington exit, 
turning into Bayshore mall parking lot, approximately 5:15pm.

•	 Lubavitch of Wisconsin city-wide Chanukah Celebration at the 
Bayshore town Center Rotunda at 5:30pm.  The program will include 
a Giant mitzvah menorah, children’s choir, chai notes,  raffle prizes, food 
and fun.  

•	 Chabad of Kenosha is sponsoring the Kenosha grand Chanukah 
party and drum Circle at the Best western conference center 5125 6th 
ave from 2:30-4:30pm.  entertainment for the entire family.

•	 Chabad of Kenosha’s public Menorah Lighting at 4:45pm at the civic 
center.  Hot Latkes, Doughnuts, chocolate gelt, menorahs and candle kits.  

•	 Jewish ReaCH is sponsoring a Chanukah celebration at Lubavitch 
House at 7:00pm – please rsVp at rye@chabadwi.org.   for more 
information on other events call rabbi elman at 414-213-8023.

tUeSdaY, deCeMBeR 11
•	 Chabad of Mequon public Menorah Lighting at 4:00pm in downtown 

Grafton - corner of Wisconsin and Beach. 

•	 Chabad of Mequon is sponsoring the grand Chanukah Skating party 
and dinner in Ozaukee Skateland in cedarburg, 5-7pm.  menorah lighting 
in the center of the rink.

SatURdaY, deCeMBeR 8
•	 Young Jewish professionals on saturday night, , dec. 8th, at “The 

orpheum” 216 state st., 8-12 pm.

•	 the Shul east - Chanukah Café and game night at 8:00pm at 
Lubavitch House.

WedneSdaY, deCeMBeR 12
•	 Chabad of Kenosha Car top Menorah parade at 6:00pm.  To have 

your car fitted with a car top menorah and to join in the parade email 
rabbitzali@jewishkenosha.com.

tHURSdaY, deCeMBeR 13
•	 Chabad of Madison in conjunction with YJp and Chabad at UW will be 

having a grand Chanukah Car parade at 5pm starting at the chabad 
House 1722 regent st. To have your car fitted with a menorah please 
contact rabbi avremel at Director@yJpmadison.com.

SatURdaY, deCeMBeR 15
•	 Chabad of the Bay area will host the annual Chanukah Menorah 

Lighting Celebration – at 220 Bellevue st. at 7pm.  please call (920) 
288-2252 or e-mail chabadofthebayarea@gmail.com for more information.

•	 Mequon Chabad will have a party for adults on saturday night.

Join us in the following festivities
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Treat Yourself and Your
Family to a Fun & Unique

CHANUKAH EXPERIENCE

Green Tree Rd.

Silver Spring Dr.

GLENDALE
PICK ‘N SAVE

2

Port W
ashington Rd.

Port W
ashington Rd.

Brown Deer Rd.

Lake Dr.
Lake Dr.

Farwell Ave.

43

794

1
METRO

MARKET

BAYSHORE
TOWN

CENTER3

80 Car
Menorah Parade
Sun., Dec. 9
START with the Mequon group, Metro Market, 3:15pm
BEGIN at Glendale’s Pick’n Save, 3:45pm
WELCOME the Mequon contingency at 4:00pm
PARADE through Milwaukee and Suburbs, 4:10pm
CELEBRATE at Bayshore, 5:15pm

FOR MORE INFO & TO JOIN IN –
CALL 414-961-6100
EMAIL CHANUKAH@CHABADWI.ORG
VISIT WWW.CHABADWI.ORG/PARADE
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As told by Binyomin Rosenstein

I don’t consider myself by any means a Lubavitch Chossid 
(devout), however I am an ardent follower of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe. My love and admiration for the Rebbe 
began in the late 1970’s. At the time, I was working for 

‘Agudas Yisrael’ in their efforts to support our brothers and 
sisters who were trapped behind the Iron Curtain. Our main 
objective was to import religious articles through all kinds of 
possible and impossible means and distribute them through-
out the former USSR. To that end it was necessary to cross the 
Mediterranean multiple times a week.

At the time it was well known that the Rebbe was the great-
est champion of Russian Jews, So naturally, while on official 
business in New York, I was very keen on speaking with the 
Rebbe and seeking his advice. Upon arriving at “770” (Eastern 
Parkway – Lubavitch Headquarters), I turned to the Rebbe’s 
secretariat and requested an audience. The Rebbe’s schedule 
never had enough hours in the day and people seeking the 
Rebbe’s time were put on waiting lists for months. Upon 
extending my ‘business card’ as an activist for Russian Jews, 
the secretary’s tone changed and after checking with the 
Rebbe’s personal secretary, I was granted an interview within 
the next few days.

On the appointed day, after waiting an hour or so for my 
turn, I was escorted into the Rebbe’s office. He greeted me 
warmly and proceeded to inquire about my activities with 
great interest. Every detail seemed to be as essential as the 
next. (Sadly, I must admit, I ended up doing most of the talk-
ing, and then realized that I had missed a golden opportunity 
to hear more of the Rebbe’s advice.) I explained to the Rebbe 
the purpose of my visit to New York; and that I had plans 
to travel to Berlin the next day to facilitate the smuggling of 
religious articles into Russia. I would then return to New York 
on Thursday. Our conversation then moved on and revolved 
primarily around our efforts in the Soviet Union. 

As the audience came to an end the Rebbe wished me a 
safe trip and then, after hesitating a moment, asked me where 
I will be spending Shabbos. This threw me off balance. Does 
the Rebbe not remember what I mentioned in the beginning 
of the meeting – that I was returning on Wednesday? So I 
responded that I will be returning to the US on Thursday and 
thereby will be spending Shabbos here. But, to my surprise, the 
Rebbe repeated himself: “So, where will you spend Shabbos?” 
“In New York”, I answered simply, to which the Rebbe replied: 
“Nu, wherever you will be - have a good Shabbos.” My curios-
ity was piqued. “G-d willing in New York!” But the Rebbe’s 

A Strange Dialogue
In gratitude of the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM, gift of love  

– we present the following fascinating story.
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response was unchanged, “Nu, wherever 
you will be, have a joyous Shabbos.”

I left the Rebbe’s study and considered 
our strange dialogue. Was this the usual 
farewell? Alas it seemed unimportant and 
I removed it from my thoughts.

The next day I boarded a flight to 
London and from there on to Berlin. 
Thank G-d, the mission was successful, 
and on Wednesday I was back on a plane 
to NY as scheduled. The European winter 
was then at its height and during the flight 
a storm began to brew. After a long and 
frightful hour of turbulence the captain 
announced that we would be making an emergency landing in 
Reykjavik, Iceland. 

Glad to be safe and on the ground, I began to wander the 
halls of Keflavik airport. Meanwhile, the minutes ticked on 
and the tension mounted. In the winter,   doesn’t see much 
sunlight, and today it seemed as there hadn’t been any at all. 
It was late on Thursday, Shabbos was rapidly approaching 
and the whereabouts of a community that could host me was 
obscure. I began pacing from anxiety, hoping the bad weather 
would pass. But it was in vain. The storm would be spending 
the night along with us in Iceland. 

In the late hours of the morning it seemed as though my 
salvation had come, however the plane would only take off at 
2 p.m. The verdict was in. I would be spending Shabbos in 
Reykjavik. 

In the hope of finding a place to spend Shabbos, I began 
sifting through the local phonebook trying to discern a Jewish 
sounding last name. At best I would even find a Jewish com-
munity for I had not brought with me wine or challah, never 
mind the other necessities. To my chagrin neither the phone-
book nor the dozens of people that I asked were able to point 
me in the direction of a Jewish address. Dispirited, I began to 
wander the terminal. Hopeless. Dejected.

As I was aimlessly roaming about, I came upon a cordoned 
off area with a sign saying “Do not enter”. For some reason, I 
understood the instruction as a recommendation. As my eyes 
began to dart across the large room I noticed a young man 
with a large black beard dozing on a bench with an open book 
on his lap. I rubbed my eyes in disbelief. Was this an angel or 
could this possibly be a Jew? As I approached, trying to decide 
if I should wake him or not, I noticed he was holding a book 
and studying the weekly Torah portion.

I tapped the fellow on the shoulder, and immediately recog-
nized him as a Chabad Lubavitch Chossid. My newly found 
partner greeted me with a hearty ‘Shalom’ and introduced 
himself I explained my predicament and wondered aloud if he 

was stuck as well? He calmed me down 
saying, “My job is to travel around the 
world and see to the needs of Jews who 
are located in areas where there is no local 
Jewish community. A group of American 
air force pilots will soon be landing here to 
train at an underground base and amongst 
them are six or so Jewish officers. So I have 
come here to provide them with kosher 
food and a Torah.”

Being a military base, in order to spend 
Shabbos with them, I would require secu-
rity clearance. The Shaliach (Lubavitch 
Emissary) gladly said he would try his best 

and raced off to arrange the necessary papers. 

I sat down to collect my thoughts and try to understand 
what had just transpired. A loud “woah” pierced the silence. It 
was my own voice. The conversation with the Rebbe suddenly 
became crystal clear: “Nu, wherever you may be have a joyous 
Shabbos.”

After the Shaliach returned I recounted with great emotion 
my episode with the Rebbe. “In your merit we will surely have 
a joyous Shabbos. And you never know, perhaps there will be 
more Jews than expected and we will have a Minyan (group of 
ten men for praying together) as well.” In fact, in the end there 
were eight Jewish pilots and we indeed had a most joyous and 
unforgettable Shabbos.

Just as Shabbos ended it dawned on me the Rebbe’s wide 
reach and care even for some unknown Jewish pilots training 
at Iceland….

• • • •

Eleven years later I again traveled to New York for business, 
and as before sought to schedule an audience with the Rebbe. 
After inquiring I was informed that the Rebbe would distribute 
dollars for charity on Sunday morning (as he did in his last 
years, beginning 1986) and I would be able to speak with him 
then, albeit briefly. When my turn came I asked the Rebbe’s 
advice on the pressing issue and received an answer. (The said 
initiative was successful beyond what we had expected.) Before 
I turned to go I mustered the courage and said: “Thank you 
for the joyous Shabbos.” The Rebbe nodded and responded: 
“Yes. And here is an extra dollar for your involvement with 
Russian Jewry.”

Rabbi Binyomin Rosenstein is Director of Studies at the “Netivot 
HaChinuch” yeshiva in Bnei Brak, Israel.

“So, Where Will YoU SPend 

ShabboS?” “in neW York”, i 

anSWered SiMPlY, to WhiCh 

the rebbe rePlied: “nU, 

WHEREVER yOU WILL BE - 

HaVE a GOOD SHaBBOS.”
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He was Waiting for 
Your Call
It was the summer of 2008, on a Shabbos afternoon in 

Brooklyn, New York, in the Hebrew month of Elul. I 
always make a special effort to be in New York for my 

paternal grandfather Zaidy Shmuel’s yahrtzeit (anniversary 
of his passing) to accompany my father to his nearby Shul. 
Following davening (prayers) there is always a Kiddush with 
L’Chaim, wine, herring, cholent (a Shabbos food), etc. Being 
the Guest Shliach with a graying beard, the ‘young people’ 
ask me to farbreng. (A farbrengen is a Chassidic gathering 
where words of Torah, Chassidic stories, and old Chassidic 
melodies are shared.)

There are two usual stages to a Kiddush. During the first, the 
whole Shul stays to eat, say L’Chaim, and converse. After many 
have left, the second stage usually begins. The remaining chevra 
(the boys) gather in a more serious manner, for more L’Chaim, 
deeper, more personal reflection and discussion, interspersed 
with Chassidic words of Torah, insight, and song.

A few hours later into the second stage of the Kiddush 
(after I had already walked my father home and returned), a 
young melamed (teacher) said to me, “Reb Sholom Ber, you 
were privileged, to stand by ‘The Mountain’ all your life, by 
our beloved and holy Rebbe, OBM. You saw, you heard, you 
merited to be chosen to be a Shliach of the Rebbe, to be his 
personal emissary to Seattle and the entire Northwest. But 
I am just a simple melamed. I don’t feel fully accomplished 
and fulfilled.” The entire room fell silent, as the thirty to forty 

young men and yeshiva students 
turned to hear my response.

I asked, “How long have you 
been a teacher?”

He replied, “I’ve been a second 
grade teacher for fifteen years.” 

I asked him, “How many 
students do you have?”

He answered, “About 22 to 25 
seven and eight year old boys.”

I said to him, “So in the fifteen 
years of your career you have 
interfaced daily for six to eight 
hours, with as many as 350 to 400 students. You taught them 
Torah, provided inspiration serving as a model that they 
hopefully will carry with them for the rest of their lives. In all 
my years in Seattle I may be able to point to just a few times 
that I have taught Torah for six to eight hours a day.” The 
young Rabbi seemed taken aback, as I continued and asked, 
“Do you know the birthdays of all of your current and former 
students?

He replied, “No, I do not.”
I then said, “Could you imagine if a young teenager, named 

David, Chaim or Boruch would receive a call from their 
former teacher, wishing them Yom Huledet Same’ach (Happy 
Birthday)? Can you envision the impact on a young man’s life 
that a former teacher remembers, and cares enough, to call him 
and wish him a happy birthday and ask how life’s treating him? 
That call, at that moment in his life, can truly be a turning 
point, lift him out of despondency, or inspire motivation.” 
I continued in this vein, elaborating on the impact. When 
I concluded, I saw tears in the young man’s eyes. He rose to 
his feet, and in front of everyone declared, “Rabbi Levitin, I 

c o n T e m p o r a r y  s T o r i e s  o f  H o p e  
–  o f  L i t t L e  L i g H t S  D i s p e L L i n G  m U c H  D a r k n e s s



Special Chanukah presentation at www.chabadwi.org/Chanukah 19

A Stranger at the Door
From the New York Times, December 18, 2011

Ilive in a huge condo in Brighton Beach.
On the first night of Hanukkah, there was a knock 

on my front door, which I didn’t open. When I 
inquired who it was, a small voice asked, “Are you Jewish?”

Indignant, I replied, “That’s none of your business.”
When the voice claimed to be with the Chabad, I 

retorted, “I don’t care who you are – that’s an inappropriate 
question,” and promptly called security.

Moments later I heard our guard very politely explain 
to the man from Chabad that he 
was trespassing and couldn’t 
go around knocking on 
doors asking about religious 
affiliations. He would have to 
leave the premises at once.

Without missing a beat, I 
heard that small voice ask the 
very patient security guard, 
“Are you Jewish?” •
– Suzanne R. Friedman

hereby make a commitment to begin the process of writing 
down my current students’ birthdays, and track down my 
former students’ birthdays as well.” We embraced, and the 
whole chevra joined in a warm, lively, spiritual Chassidic dance, 
cementing the ‘deal.’

During the course of the farbrengen, I had mentioned the 
date of my birthday, being the 28th of Tevet, which corresponds 
to the 20th of January in the year of my birth. Six months later, 
during a cold, rainy Seattle day, I received a call on my birthday. 
“Rabbi Levitin, Happy Birthday!”

Not recognizing the voice as belonging to any of the 
boyhood friends that remember to call, or any of my family, I 
asked, “Who is this?”

He responded, “I am the young Rabbi you inspired. I marked 
your birthday on my list.” I was moved by his call.

Whenever I see this Rabbi during my trips to New York, 
he says to me, “My list is always growing. Thank you for 
adding a new quality to my shlichus (life’s mission).” This past 
summer, he took me aside and related the following story: In 
the summer of 2010, he called a former student out of the blue 

to wish him a happy fifteenth birthday. The student was very 
touched and they conversed for many minutes. This summer, 
when he called to wish him a happy sixteenth birthday the boy’s 
mother answered the phone. “Rabbi Fuller, my son has been 
waiting for your call a whole day.”

So my friends and fellow educators; Rabbis & Rabbitzins, 
Bar & Bat Mitzvah teachers, friends and family; imagine 
how the world would be impacted, especially those who are 
involved in the noble profession of being educators to our 
young children, if we dedicated ourselves to reaching out on 
special occasions like weddings, anniversaries, and birthdays. 
Emails are good, but not nearly as good as a phone call. 
Imagine the profound impact we would have by simply calling 
our friends and especially former or current students to join us 
for a Shabbos meal, or just to get together and chat. The effect 
would be profound.

There are many waiting for your call. •

 Rabbi Sholom Ber Levitin is the Lubavitch Shliach for  
Washington State
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My First Shabbos 
Experience of 
“Shlichus”
By a Young Shluchah

Everyone is silent and attentive – I, too, am listening, 
but to something else – to an interior voice that 
tells me, “Is this how one relates to a young couple 

spending their first Shabbos at the in-laws?! It’s not nice. 
My mother-in-law ignores me... I barely have where to sit 
... not one of the women surrounding me shows the slightest 
interest in me...”

I dreamed my entire life of only one thing - “Shlichus” (to be 
an emissary of the Rebbe, reaching out to Jews in order to share 
with them the riches of their birthright heritage). More than 
anything else, I longed to live a life of shlichus. Although I was 
raised in a Chasidic community among hundreds of Chassidic 
families, I nevertheless told myself, with G-d’s help, when I 
marry I will go on shlichus and raise my children as emissaries.

 I was obsessed with shlichus. At home I would complain 
about the fact we were not shluchim, because such a life is 
vastly more meaningful and interesting. In high school, when 
assigned an essay on the topic of my choice, I chose to write 
about the subject of shlichus. During workshop days at 
seminary I would always choose the one that focused 
on shlichus. For one birthday, my friends presented 
me with a leather-bound CHITA”S (the Chabad 
book of daily Torah study) inscribed with an 
acrostic which included the words “l’Shlucha 
Hayekara” - to the dear shlucha. At a time 
when most of my friends were preoccupied 
with choosing vocational tracks, I was busy 
looking for a place to do shlichus, well, if 
not actually than certainly theoretically. 

I kept reading the Rebbe’s letters 
discussing this subject, and I chose 
a well-known shlucha in a major 
city as my ‘mashpia’(mentor). When 
I would be asked what characteristic was 
most critical for me in a potential mate, I 

would reply; “That he should want to go on shlichus”. 
Truthfully, aside from a number of visits to Chabad Houses 

where I volunteered on weekdays and assisted with ‘mivtzaim’ 
(the Rebbe’s mitzvah projects), I never grasped the degree of 
sacrifice and the true meaning of a life of shlichus.

I had no real, up close exposure with shlichus life. But in 
light of the education I received both at home and in school – 
which emphasized the importance of going on shlichus, and the 
fact that children who grow up in a shlichus environment turn 
out especially well – I didn’t aspire to anything else.

And then the offers started coming from matchmakers. Any 
boy who was not interested in shlichus I would reject out of 
hand.

One fine morning the phone rings and it’s Rivkah, the 
shadchonis (matchmaker). She informs my mother that she 
has an outstanding match for Chani (that’s me), a G-d fearing 
Chassidic boy of exceptional character. Using hand motions 
and body language I silently communicate to my mother that 
she must ask the critical question; “Is the boy interested in 
shlichus?” “Not only is he interested”, says Rivkah, “but we’re 
talking about the son of shluchim whose entire life has been 
spent on shlichus.” I immediately expressed my interest, and a 
date was set for the very next evening.

My first question to Chaim – just to be absolutely sure – was 
whether he desired shlichus. His response; “With G-d’s help, 
yes.” And so, our dates were a success, and after a short time our 
parents smashed a plate (a traditional engagement ceremony). 
As we were celebrating our engagement party, I, the happy 
bride, began preparing for our wedding.

The problem was finding suitable living quarters; an 
apartment in a community that had shluchim, that was close 
to my parents, a place with a Kolel (an advanced school for 
men studying Torah full-time), near the seminary where I was 

training to be a teacher, and... inexpensive.
An apartment was found that met all the criteria 
except for the first. A fine apartment, yes, but alas 

in the very same Chassidic community where I 
grew up, and I want to live in shlichus?! My 

parents placated me, saying this would be 
but a temporary situation, and that we 
would yet go on our shlichus.

We were married, and our new life set 
sail on calm waters. I had never imagined 
how many benefits and advantages there 
are to living in a Chassidic community. 
Everything is available, everything is 
kosher, and everything is within walking 
distance. Such a pleasure. Every home 
in the neighborhood sponsors a gemiluth 
chesed (free goods or services to meet 

virtually any need e.g. medications, Shabbat 
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hotplates, mattresses, anything at all). We would occasionally 
pop over to my parents for supper, relishing my mother’s 
cooking – especially on Shabbat. And, while the urge for 
shlichus was still there, it now lacked the same urgency.

Chaim’s parents are shluchim in a city far from the country’s 
center. Aside from the week of our wedding, I didn’t get much 
chance to get to know them and their family, which is blessed 
with many children.

Friday morning: I’m packing for our first Shabbat at my 
in-laws. En route I imagine the welcome that would await 
us – how they would host the newlyweds arriving from so far 
off – and all the attention with which we would be showered.

To get there, we use public transportation. We finally arrive 
after a four and a half hour journey that involved a change of 
buses and the use of two van services. My husband’s brothers 
greet us at the terminal and help carry our suitcases plus 
another large bag filled with albums, photos and the video of 
our wedding. I enter the house all excited, a bouquet of flowers 
in hand, after all it’s my first time at “the shvigger” (mother-
in-law)! She welcomes me with hugs and kisses after which a 
sister-in-law showed us to our room. We unpack and head for 
the living room with our giant albums – surely the entire family 
is waiting there to greet us.

I have barely placed the heavy albums on the table when one 
sister-in-law hands me cold orange juice in a paper cup while 
another thrusts a crying baby in my arms so that I might calm 
him down. She apologizes, telling me that mine are “the only 
free hands at the moment”. Someone else tosses 
me a bottle with which to feed the screaming 
infant. Chaim informs me that he has to help 
his father repair the eruv (wire enclosure that 
turns the public domain into a private one so 
that one may carry and push baby carriages on 
Shabbat). I don’t even see “the shvigger”, nor 
do I see the albums I had just deposited on 

the table. In fact the entire living room table has disappeared 
… replaced by a very long folding table next to which stands a 
huge wooden plank supported by two iron pedestals. 

Someone calls out: “Please bring the donkeys!” Donkeys? 
I wonder to myself. A moment later two ‘donkeys’ - actually 
the trestles for the table’s surface - are properly arranged, and 
suddenly the length of the living room is filled by a vast, 
extended table covered with three starched white table cloths. 
“Like the Shabbat tables at summer camp” I think to myself, 
“But why the need for such a long table?” I don’t get it. Just for 
us?! What effort and trouble they’re taking just because we’re 
here... I think naively.

I go to ask someone about the table. Yet before I can utter a 
word, a sister-in-law tells me “he’s asleep, you can put him in 
his cradle.”

Who fell asleep? I don’t understand to whom she is referring. 
With all the fuss around me I have forgotten about the baby 
in my arms. I place him gently in the cradle and tuck him in. 
Suddenly a bell rings.

“Who can please go downstairs and answer the door?” 
someone calls out to no one in particular. As the only one who’s 
free I head downstairs.

Two young girls carrying heavy backpacks and looking like 
hikers ask; “Is this the rabbi’s house?” 

Upstairs the shvigger welcomes them all aglow. They inform 
her that they came after reading an advertisement in the local 
newspaper about an “authentic Jewish Shabbat experience”. 

The shvigger asks me to sit and chat with 
them as it is nearly Shabbat and she needs 
to arrange all the pots on the Shabbat hot 
tray and organize the kitchen.

Ha, so it seems there are two other 
guests for Shabbat besides us. I continue 
to be optimistic, yet what I witness over 
the next hour is beyond anything I could 
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have imagined.
We light the Shabbat candles, a first for the two hikers. 

It is very moving to witness their excitement at performing 
this mitzvah. The men have gone off to the synagogue. All I 
want is for someone to take notice of me and my albums. But 
the moment the shvigger sits down, the intercom buzzes. On 
Shabbat? I’m shocked. What’s going on here? Overt violation of 
the laws of Shabbat? Can this be happening?

An older woman enters, and says simply “Rebbetzin, the 
downstairs door was locked so I buzzed after waiting outside 
for ten minutes.” I am wondering; doesn’t she know the rules? 
That this is a sin? I am sure the shvigger will chastise her or at 
least explain that this is unacceptable on Shabbat. But to my 
surprise she just smiles with great understanding, and the older 
woman sinks happily into one of the armchairs.

The table is being set. More and more people arrive. I 
suddenly realize something strange; a number of men have 
placed tall bottles containing a clear liquid at the head of the 
table. What’s that? I ask. Oh, says my sister-in-law, Yehudis, 
that’s ‘mashke’ (vodka) which is customary for guests to bring, 
because they know we enjoy wishing one another ‘lchaim’. 
Mashke? Lchaim? Is today Purim? I wonder silently.

Chaim arrives from shul with his father and brothers. They 
are accompanied not only by the attending angels of Shabbat 
but with many, MANY, more guests.

“I greet my Chaim with “Good Shabbos”, and he responds, 
smiling with “Good Shabbos, and how are you?” I remain 
silent, confused, tense and surprised from all the tumult. I 
can’t seem to utter a word. I try to find something familiar 
to connect to. It comes suddenly as everyone begins singing 

“Shalom Aleichem, malachei hashores” (Peace unto you, o 
attending angels) exactly as it is sung in my parents’ home. But 
my good feeling evaporates the moment I see Chaim seated at 
the very opposite end of the table from me. My heart sinks as 
I realize I am not seated next to my husband, and that no one 
is paying any attention to me. The sisters-in-law are exiled to 
a table in the kitchen because there is no room for them. The 
shvigger is preoccupied with food and guests.

I’m stuck between a “vegan” who avoids looking at the tray 
of chicken because, as she declares, “that’s murder”, and another 
woman who cannot stop showing off all the kabbalistic, Torah 
and halachic knowledge she’s picked up in the various classes 
and lectures she attends.

The Shabbat meal continues. Where am I? Where are the 
albums? Where is my husband?

Suddenly I notice him, as he rises to deliver a discourse 
on the weekly Torah Portion. Everyone is silent, paying 
rapt attention. I, too, am listening – but to something else 
entirely, to an interior voice which says; “Is this how they treat 
newlyweds who come to their in-laws for the very first time? 
It’s not nice. The shvigger ignores me. I barely have where to 
sit. None of the women nearby pays me the slightest 
attention. This is not what I expected. I thought my 
husband and I would be the center of the action, and 
the entire family would dote only on us. I feel very 
down, even though one must rejoice on Shabbat. 
But I can’t control my emotions. 

Suddenly I am awakened by a joyful 
melody, accompanied by loud clapping 
and rhythmic drumming on the tables. 
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But my joy is fleeting as I sink back into 
melancholy and wonder if this is what a 
Shabbat table is supposed to be like.

The ‘mashke’ is being poured like water 
into small cups, as if today were Purim. 
Around the table people are discussing 
practical Kaballah, world travels, Jews 
returning to – or leaving – the fold, India, 
heavenly lights, spiritual energies... I can’t 
seem to find myself, everything seems 
strange and unfamiliar. And then one of 
the guests rises to sing a song in honor 
of Shabbat. The “shver” (father in law) 
honors him with a cup of “lchaim”. 

You won’t believe which song this guest 
chose to sing – as if we were sitting around a campfire; “Kol 
ha-olam kulo gesher tzar me-od” (the entire world is a narrow 
bridge)... and when he arrives at the words Ve-haikar, ve-haikar 
( and the main thing is...) everyone chimes in like a chorus, 
including my husband and the entire family. At the Shabbat 
table, to sing such a song...?

I attempt to catch Chaim’s attention. He just smiles at me, 
obviously happy as if everything is as it should be. 

The straw that breaks the camel’s back comes when a guest 
actually falls asleep on the sofa. Obviously he’s had too many 
‘lchaims’ – sound asleep as if he were in his own home!

Enough! I go to our room and start crying. A few minutes 
later my husband comes in, after noticing my absence. “You 
don’t feel well?” he asks. I wipe my tears and answer, “I’m sad 
and disappointed. This is not how I imagined Shabbat in your 
parents’ home. I don’t sit next to you. No one notices me...” I 
cry. “Chani, I don’t understand”, he says, what did you expect? 
By us, this is how Shabbat is celebrated!”

“What? Do you mean to tell me this is how it is here every 
Shabbat” – I was shocked.

“Yes, this is what Shabbat looks like in shlichus”, he answered.
“But what has this got to do with shlichus? What does 

shlichus have to do with all this downing of vodka, and singing 
David Melech Yisrael.” I just don’t get it.

My husband doesn’t answer. He just looks at me and I see he 
begins to understand me.

He pauses for a moment, and says; “Look Chani, it will take 
you some time before you understand what is going on here. 
You come from the protective environment of a othouse in 
which normal life is lived, calm and relaxed. But this is hardly 
the time to discuss the differences between life in a Chassidic 
community and life in shlichus. Let’s go down to the living 
room, and just consider the fact that on shlichus there are many 
strange and different things with which you are unfamiliar. 
Just try to accept things as they are and make an effort to 

go with the flow. It’s important that you 
adjust your way of thinking. Put yourself 
aside, and focus on the guests. Then 
you’ll understand how much you can help 
and give of yourself on their behalf. But 
remember, this will only happen when 
you stop thinking about you and about all 
those who should be interesting themselves 
in you, and that you should be the center 
of attention – believe me, and I promise 
you, you’ll feel a whole lot better!”

And that’s exactly how it turned out, 
even though the Shabbat day was mayhem 
all over again; guests both male and female, 
a children’s Shabbat party, a class for 

women in Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), Seudah Shlishit 
(special Shabbat third meal), and a public havdalah (marking 
the end of Shabbat) service. 

But on motzei Shabbat (Saturday night) the shvigger finally 
sits down beside me. I can hardly believe it. Is this real? Is she 
actually asking to see my albums? Finally!!!

To top it all, my husband’s entire family gathers to watch our 
wedding video. The attention is overwhelming, warmth and 
love that were well worth the wait. The private warmth after the 
public Shabbat means a great deal more, honest and embracing.

I then understood. Shlichus is the feeling of every Jew and 
Jewes being your family. In embracing it to its fullest, you too 
are personally fulfilled. •

“ON SHLICHUS THERE 

aRE MaNy STRaNGE aND 

DIFFERENT THINGS With 

WhiCh YoU are UnfaMiliar. 

… PUt YoUrSelf aSide…

then YoU’ll UnderStand hoW 

MUCh YoU Can helP…”
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UW Milwaukee

From: SH
Date: September 25, 2012, 8:35:01 AM CDT
To: Chabad UWM chabadatuwm@gmail.com
Subject: RE: A Beautiful Rosh Hashanah

Boker Tov, Rabbi Chesky. Thank you so much for your email. Ben 
had a wonderful experience for Rosh Hashanah and at your home. I 
believe he will be attending services at your shul. I am thrilled we 
were able to make the connection.

Although Benjamin spends most of his time in the rigorous world 
of law school, we’re all so happy that he has connected with his 
familiar Jewish world, which is often challenging in Milwaukee.

At home we attend Chabad of North Miami with Rabbi Avrohom 
Lipszyc. Do you know him? Anyway, wishing you an easy fast and a 
healthy happy and sweet year.

SH

i just want to thank you for your beautiful and 
inspiring magazine.  i have no idea how i got on 
your mailing list, but i am very grateful.  Grateful for 
the methodic, predictable, consistent delivery of this 
precious gift to my door – like a heartbeat.  thank 
you very much.

and i suspect it was you who offered me the 
branches and fruit – my first lost, wandering and 
overwhelmed semester on the Madison campus…
such a gift that was.  Such a divine and timeless 
moment.  i will never forget it – ever.

i love your shopping cart story.  Perfect.  Your 
stories and illustrations and detailed and ancient 
information… it connects the depths of my 
awarenesses.

i am so very grateful

andrea

dear rabbi,

alex received the tefillin 
that you sent.  he was 
overjoyed and very 
excited.  We practiced 
putting on the tefillin, 
and G-d willing will be 
putting on the tefillin 
daily.

You brought joy to alex 
and joy to the al-mighty!

May the one above bless 
you with good health, 
financial success and 
great accomplishments in 
your sacred work.

With deepest respect,

rabbi ahron hecht

dear r. S.

 i ran into a fan of yours in Moscow several weeks ago, Yaakov elman’s son, 
who told me how much he loved Milwaukee and how sweet you were.  Very 
interesting indeed.  i never thought of you as “sweet” but your response was..
well, sweet.  in that vein you and your family should have a sweet new year 
with blessings for health, wealth and nachas from those whom you helped 
along on this journey.

as you know, or perhaps you don’t, Miriam and i live in a small settlement in 
the Gush etzion, bat ayin in israel.  the community has about 230 families.  
We love the place.  our home, we call it bet lubavitch, has become a mecca 
for kids from america and beyond.  We’re booked for Shabbos months in 
advance. Miriam teaches in hevron, Jerusalem, efrat and bet lechem all on a 
weekly basis. She’s busy. i raise $ for ... We also help poor families with food 
bills and now i’ve taken on a new project….

We’re traveling to Moscow for Simchas torah.  Why Moscow?  Well my 
old and dear friend izzy kogan is there and the place is on wheels.  reb 
Mendel told me many years ago that i should go the biggest Simchah.  in 
Moscow they know how to party. Plus i have perhaps, a way to bring our 
boys close by providing a post army experience…. 

Warm regards, Meir

from our maiLbox
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Chabad Lubavitch Shluchim Group Portrait, 5773/2012
Photo by Chaim Perl
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Tefilin”. I adamantly refused them right through the 
conversation, even as they took a parting shot half-way 
out the door, asking me. I said No, I’m not interested. 

(Just to give you some background, Plettenberg Bay 
is a sleepy, nothing-ever-happens seaside town for ten 
and a half months of the year, before the hordes con-
verge on it for six weeks of summer. 

At the time the permanent Jewish population was tiny 
and fractured. Some were traditional Jews, who ran 
their own ad hoc Friday night services and the rest 
were a mix and match of disgrun-
tled, assimilated or agnostic 
Jews, who kept their own pri-
vate society of sorts. Sam was 
of the latter group.)

Continuing his story, Sam 
says, two weeks later, it was 
Rosh Hashanah, and I’m feel-
ing guilty, as every “good Jew 
is supposed to,” for having 
refused to put on Tefilin; after 
all, he tells me, when I was a 
child I used to wear Tefilin; 
and those boys seemed like 
nice boys, I don’t know what 
got into me that I turned them 
down. So I decided to make a new year’s resolution at 
Rosh Hashanah. I dug out my old Tefilin from my bar 
Mitzvah and began putting on Tefilin every day.

On the next Rosh Hashanah, he tells me, I’m still feel-
ing guilty, so I figured I’ve been wearing Tefilin every 
day for a year. I should probably upgrade my spiritual-
ity somehow. That year I took on a resolution – when I 
wear the Tefilin, I’m also going to say something.

So I began saying the Shmah every morning. A year 
later and after another personal reckoning I decided 
it was time to upgrade from just saying the Shmah 
to reading a few more daily prayers which I did for a 
year. By now it was already becoming what I was used 
to – the annual new Mitzvah – so the following Rosh 
Hashanah, I thought to myself, “I pray every day, I 
wear Tefilin every day, perhaps I should study some 
Torah.”

So, he tells me, I went into my closet , you know the 
one where you keep all the stuff you think you’re never 
going to use again, and I found the last Jewish relic 
that I had, a Chumash - Pentateuch. I pulled it out 

and started to read the weekly Torah portion, week 
after week after week for a year.

And now a year later, the next Rosh Hashanah, he 
says, I’m thinking to myself, I’ve been wearing Tefilin 
every day, I say the Shmah and say prayers every day, I 
read the weekly Torah portion, perhaps I should learn 
something deeper, something more advanced. So I 
looked on the web and found a fantastic site called 
Chabad.org.

I started to download interesting content on the 
weekly Torah portion and I was hooked. The next 
Rosh Hashanah was when I had my epiphany. That 

Rosh Hashanah was when I felt 
truly guilty. There I was, pray-
ing, wearing Tefilin, studying 
Torah and there’s a whole com-
munity in Plettenberg Bay of 
disaffected Jews that I haven’t 
included them in the process.

So, he continues, that year I 
decided that I’m starting my 
own Torah class in my house 
for all the Jews of Plettenberg 
Bay who are not part of the 
mainstream community. And 
now, he tells me, they have just 
completed their third cycle 
of studying the portion of the 

week with the commentary of Chabad.org.

And the saddest thing he tells me is - those two stu-
dents who came to my door left thinking that their 
mission had failed. If only there was a way to let them 
know what a success they’d been. So, Rabbi, I don’t 
know anybody in Chabad, but I’m pretty sure you do. 
Perhaps you can find a way to get this message to those 
boys - that the grumpy old man in Plettenberg Bay was 
not a failure, but actually a remarkable success story. 

By now my nerves were at a breaking point when I 
said: Sam, let me make this easier for you, I remember 
how stubborn you were when my friend and I came to 
put on Tefilin with you in 1992!

•  •  •

My Dear Friends, heartfelt blessings for a happy and light 
Chanukah, and let us all join in enlightening our own 
lives and illuminating our surroundings.

Rabbi Yisroel Shmotkin 

“Some Chanukah Thoughts” continued from page 2
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Setting up the Menorah
all the lampholders of the menorah should be of 
even height and in an even line, except for the 
shamash (service candle), which should be at a 
distinctly different height than the rest.

candles may be used.  Because of its role 
in the chanukah miracle, a menorah of oil is of 
special significance.  The candles used must burn 
for at least half an hour.

a menorah which uses electric candles can 
be used as a chanukah decoration, but does not 
achieve the mitzvah of lighting the menorah. 

placement of the Menorah
The optimum place for a menorah is in a doorway, 
opposite the mezuzah.  you can also use a window 
that is visible from the street.

Who Lights the Menorah?
The chanukah miracle is for everyone to share and 
all members of the family should be present at 
the kindling of the chanukah menorah.  it is best 
that each one has its own menorah.  a married 
couple is considered one unit.  children, too, 
should be encouraged to light their own candles.  
students and singles living in dormitories or their 
own apartments should kindle menorahs in their 
own rooms.

How to Light the Menorah?
on the first night, light the candle furthest to the 
right.  each day, add another to the left of the 

original.  always light the newly added candle 
first.

Before lighting, say the appropriate blessing. 
after lighting the candles recite Hanairos Hallolu 
(see page 39).

time of Lighting
The right time to light is 
at nightfall (about 30 
minutes after sunset).  your 
menorah should remain 
lit for at least a half hour 
past nightfall.  you may light 
earlier, but make sure it is able to stay lit 
for the requisite half hour past nightfall.

got home late?  as long as someone’s 
around to see the menorah, you can still 
light it with a blessing.  after that, light the 
menorah without a blessing. 

the Menorah Before and 
after Shabbat

on saturday (December 8th  & 15th), the 
chanukah candles are lit after shabbat is over 
(see schedule on next page), after the Havdalah 
prayer is recited.

on friday, we light the chanukah candles 
just before the shabbat candles.  The chanukah 
flame should burn the required half an hour after 
nightfall.  To achieve this, make sure to use extra 
long candles or more oil in the menorah.

note: From the time the Shabbat 

candles are lit (Friday evening) until 
Shabbat ends (an hour after Friday’s 
candle-lighting time) and the Havdalah 
prayer (separating Shabbat from weekday) 
is recited, the Chanukah Menorah should 
not be re-lit, moved or prepared.

Sitting by the Lights
“chanukah” means “dedication,” and as we sing 
“Hanairos Hallolu,” the chanukah Lights are 
devoted to our spiritual celebration; thus, we are 
not to derive physical benefit from them, only 
from the shamash.

“chanukah” also means “education” and it is 
customary to sit by the menorah as the candles 
burn, telling stories and lessons related to the 
holiday.

Work should not be done in the 
proximity of the burning candles.  Women, 
in particular, refrain from household work 
during the half hour that the Chanukah 
lights are burning, to honor the brave 
Jewish women who played a significant 
role in the Chanukah story.

Chanukah gelt
parents give their children chanukah 
Gelt (money) on chanukah.  The fifth 
night is a special time for giving 
chanukah gelt, since now 
the majority of candles on 
the menorah are lit.

additional Charity
The triumph of chanukah is also celebrated by 
giving additional charity during each day of the 
festival.  This shows that we are truly grateful to 
Hashem for all that He has done for us.  chanukah 
Gelt comes in handy when you want to give a 
little extra charity.

note: on Friday be sure to give the 
Chanukah gelt and charity 
before Shabbat candle 
lighting. double the 
amount to account for 
Shabbos, when money 
is not permitted to be 
handled.

Let ’s Chanukah!



Special Chanukah presentation at www.Chabadwi.org/Chanukah 39

5772/2011 Menorah Kindling Schedule

Milwaukee Madison Kenosha Green Bay Eau Claire Wausau

SaturdaY, deCeMBer 8    Shabbos Ends
4:59 5:05 5:00 4:54 5:07 4:59

FridaY, deCeMBer 14   Shabbos Candle Lighting Times
3:59 4:05 4:01 3:55 4:07 4:00

SaturdaY, deCeMBer 15   Shabbos Ends
4:59 5:05 5:01 4:55 5:07 5:00

Shabbos Candle Lighting Schedule
haneiroS haLLaLu
We kindle these lights (to commemorate) the 
saving acts, miracles and wonders which You 
have performed for our forefathers, in those 
days at this time, through Your holy Kohanim. 
Throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these 
lights are sacred and we are not permitted to 
make use of them in order to offer thanks and 
praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, for 
Your wonders and for Your salvations.

Al HANissim 
During the eight days of the Chanukah prayer 
we recite Al HaNissim in the Amidah  (daily silent 
prayer) and in the grace after meals.

The complete Hallel prayer (see your prayerbook) 
is also said in the morning services.

A portion of the Torah is read daily in the 
Synagogue during morning services.

1

2

3

the BLeSSingS

Saturday, dec. 8 - After Shabbos 
ends and after Havdallah is recited 
(See Chart Below); Blessings 1, 2 & 3

Sunday, dec. 9 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Monday, dec. 9 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

tuesday, dec. 10 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

wednesday, dec. 11 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

thursday, dec. 12 - After Nightfall
Blessings 1 & 2

Friday, dec. 13 – Before Shabbos 
Candle Lighting (See Chart Below)
Blessings 1 & 2

Saturday, dec. 14 - After Shabbos ends 
and after Havdallah is recited (See Chart 
Below); Blessings 1 & 2

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom A-sher Ki-de-
sho-nu Be-mitz-vo-sov Ve-tzi-vo-nu Le-had-lik Ner Cha-nu-kah. 

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us 
with His commandments, and commanded us to kindle the Chanukah 
light.

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom She-o-so 
Ni-sim La-avo-sei-nu  Ba-yo-mim Ho-heim Bi-z’man Ha-zeh.

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who performed 
miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time.

The following is said only on the first evening (or the first time 
one kindles the lights this Chanukah).

Bo-ruch A-toh Ado-noi E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ho-olom She-heche-yo-
nu  Ve-ki-yi-mo-nu Ve-higi-o-nu Liz-man Ha-zeh.

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has granted us 
life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion.
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