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Some Purim Thoughts
My Dear Friends, Wisconsin Jewry,
De-masking the Purim Mask

It is customary to masquerade on Purim.  Adults, like children, 
dress up as Esther and Mordechai, King Achashverosh and other 
Megillah characters (more on this on page 8).

Perhaps in the spirit of Purim, we ought to attempt to de-mask 
the mask.

The story is told of an old time Jewish businessman who lived in a 
shtetl (small European town) of old, where Jews dressed in a traditional 
Jewish garb.  So did our businessman.  But when traveling to conduct 
business in the big city, and feeling the need to “fit in”, he would trade 
his shtetl garb for the latest “big city” fashion. 

But he felt hypocritical.  Who was he trying to fool? So he approached 
the Rabbi of the shtetl, telling him of his decision to always wear his big 
city business attire.  To which the Rabbi responded, “And all this time I 
thought that indeed your business dress was your masquerading garb…
Now I realize that it’s us you’ve been masquerading for.” 

Throughout the year, we keep masquerading, we conform to our sur-
roundings. We do, we talk, we dress, we follow the prevailing culture. 
On Purim we are able to rise above our trappings, have a moment of 
truth, feel the way we want to feel and discover who we really are.  

Like Esther, who when called upon, demonstrated her Jewish identity 
with openness, strength and pride,

And like Mordechai, who defied Haman’s commands, and instead 
openly displayed his Jewish pride for all to see. 

Purim, when we get spiritually “high”, we look into the depths of our 
souls and rid ourselves of the surrounding trappings.  We realize that 
much of our involvements and conforming to the prevailing culture 
is only a mask.  We would really like to connect to our Jewishness, 
we would really like our children to feel proud of being 
Jewish and that we should therefore offer them the 
environment, the home, the tools, the educa-
tion needed to experience it.  This, in our own 
lives, as well as demonstrating our Jewish 
pride to our neighbors and friends.

This is what Purim is about: celebrating our 
true being, inspiring and invigorating us for 
the rest of the year. 

Best wishes for a very joyous Purim.

Rabbi Yisroel Shmotkin
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Numerous factors contributed to the salvation 
of the Jewish people from Haman’s decree, 
not least amongst them Mordechai’s rousing 
of the Jews to repentance and Esther’s efforts 

on their behalf. Yet the name of the festival – the one word 
chosen to express its essence – refers to a seemingly minor 
detail: the fact that Haman selected the date of his proposed 
annihilation of the Jews by casting lots (pur is Persian for 
“lot”). Obviously, the significance of Haman’s lots lies at the 
very heart of what Purim is all about.

Why did Haman cast lots? Because he was 
attempting to break what, to his mind, was a 
“vicious cycle” that had been plaguing him 
and his ilk since the appearance of the 
Jewish nation a thousand years earlier. 
Many great and powerful men, from 
Pharaoh to Nebuchadnezzar–not to 
mention Haman’s own ancestors, 
the Amalekites–had tried to destroy 
this people. Granted, the Jews have 
a great and powerful G-d, but they 
also fail Him by committing sins and 
anger Him with their transgressions. All 
one needs to do, it would seem, is wait for 
such an opportune moment. But always, at the 
very last minute, the Jews repent and, time and again, their 
G-d is reconciled with them and saves them.

Haman knew that the Jews had sinned yet again by 
worshipping the king of Babalon, Nebuchadnezzar’s idol and 
partaking of Achashverosh’s feast; (see beginning of History 
- page 4,) but who knows how long their estrangement from 
G-d will last this time?

As long as our plans hinge upon the virtue or iniquity 
of Israel, reasoned Haman, we’ll just have a repeat of the 
same old scenario. A more basic approach is called for. Can it 
be that G-d really cares about one people more than another? 

Can it be that He is truly pleased by 
“good” deeds and angered by “bad” 
ones? Surely G-d is beyond all that. There might be a level of 
reality on which goodness is rewarded and evil is punished, 
but on a higher plane, these things are obviously meaningless. 
On that level, a truly infinite G-d has no concern with what 
goes on in the material world, and the prime minister of the 
mightiest empire on earth can do what he chooses to a small, 
dispersed minority.

So Haman cast lots, hoping to “connect” to that level of 
reality that transcends the laws of good and evil–

to that level of reality on which, he believed, 
everything is up for grabs, as free of any 

moral rules as a throw of dice.

What Haman failed to realize 
was that the people of Israel are 
G-d’s chosen people–that even on 
the level of divine “choice,” which 
transcends all logical criteria, G-d 

desires them and protects them. It is 
true that G-d, in essence, is beyond it 

all; but this very G-d chose–for no other 
reason than such was His desire–to take the 

people of Israel as His own.

The Jew always knows this in the deepest part of his 
soul, even if his external behavior may, at times, run awry of 
this realization. This, ultimately, is the reason why we always 
return to G-d, and why G-d always forgives us in the end.

This, ultimately, is the very essence of the miracle of 
Purim, and the very essence of the miracle called “the people 
of Israel.”

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, O.B.M. 
By Yanki Tauber, Chabad.org

the Rebbe’s Message

A Throw of Dice
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Once upon a time…
A Fateful Party
It all began in the city of Shushan of Ancient Persia in the 4th 
century BCE. The reigning King Achashverosh hosted a series 
of lavish royal feasts in his palace that went on for 180 days – 
one half of a year!  Every citizen living in Shushan was invited.  
The Jews, too, participated in the great party.  

Intoxicated with the excitement of the festivities and 
days of endless drinking, King Achashverosh commanded 
his queen, Vashti, to appear before his guests wearing only 
her crown. Vashti refused. Enraged at her insolence, the king 
consulted with his ministers and had Vashti executed.

the Beauty Contest
The king now needed a new queen. Achashverosh had all the 
beautiful daughters of the country brought to the palace so that 
he might choose a wife. The king chose Esther (Hadassah), the 
cousin of Mordechai, who was one of the leaders of the Jewish 
people. Heeding Mordechai’s advice, Esther did not reveal her 
identity as a Jew, and observed Jewish law secretly in the palace.

mordechai to the rescue
Mordechai would spend time at the palace gates every day, 
waiting for word from Esther.  One day Mordechai overheard 
two of the king’s chamberlains discussing a plot to assassinate 

the king.  He told Esther of the plot and she informed the king. 
The plot was foiled, and Mordechai was credited with saving 
the king.

the Anti-Semitic Prime minister
Meanwhile, Haman, a descendant of Amalek – the implacable 
enemy of the Jewish people – became Prime Minister of the 
king’s court. The king had issued an order commanding 
everyone in the palace to bow down in deference to Haman, 
but Mordechai refused, because Haman wore an idol around 
his neck. This so enraged Haman that he devised a scheme to 
annihilate all the Jews in the kingdom on the 13th day of the 
Hebrew month of Adar. 

The STory in a nuTShell
The Persian empire of the 4th century BCE extended over 127 lands, 
and all the Jews were its subjects. When King Ahasuerus had his wife, 
Queen Vashti, executed for failing to follow his orders, he orchestrated 
a beauty pageant to find a new queen. A Jewish girl, Esther, found 
favor in his eyes and became the new queen—though she refused to 
divulge the identity of her nationality.

Meanwhile, the anti-Semitic Haman was appointed prime minister of 
the empire. Mordechai, the leader of the Jews (and Esther’s cousin), 
defied the king’s orders and refused to bow to Haman. Haman was 
incensed and had the king issue a decree ordering the extermination 
of all the Jews on the 13th of Adar—a date chosen by a lottery Haman 
made.

Mordechai galvanized all the Jews, convincing them to repent, fast and 
pray to Gd. Meanwhile, Esther asked the king and Haman to join her 
for a feast. At the feast, Esther revealed to the king her Jewish identity. 
Haman was sent to the gallows, Mordechai was appointed prime 
minister in his stead, and a new decree was issued—granting the 
Jews the right to defend themselves against their enemies.

On the 13th of Adar the Jews mobilized and fought their enemies. On 
the 14th of Adar they rested and celebrated.

  The Story of

Purim
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Purim Holiday Check List 
—Have you scheduled to go to Synagogue to  listen to the Megillah reading?
—Have you prepared Shalach Manos, or did you order Shalach Manos to be sent on your behalf to your friends?
—Is there a poor person you know to give him/her a gift on Purim. (You may forward funds to Lubavitch of Wisconsin, and we will distribute it, on your behalf, on Purim.)
—Have you arranged for a Purim feast? Are you looking to celebrate with friends? Join us. 
(See ad on page 13.)

mordechai’s request
Hearing of the evil plan, Mordechai donned sackcloth and ashes 
and told Esther that she must go to the king and intercede on 
behalf of her people. To appear before the king without being 
summoned meant risking her life. Esther requested that all the 
Jews undertake a three-day fast of prayer and repentance. 

Mordechai complied with Esther’s request. He gathered 
the Jews of Shushan – especially the children, 22,000 of them 
– and they fasted, repented and prayed to G-d.

the First Feast
At the end of these three days, Esther stood uninvited 
before Achashverosh.  Upon seeing her, the king immediately 
extended his scepter. “What is it?” Achashverosh asked. “What 
is your request?”  “I would like to invite the king and Haman 
to a private party,” Esther responded.  

During the feast, the king again 
asked Esther whether she had any 
request. “Yes,” Esther responded. “I 
would appreciate if tomorrow, again, 
the king and Haman would join me for 
a feast. 

Haman left the party a happy and 
proud man. Oh, the honor he was being 
accorded! But standing at the king’s 
gate was Mordechai – who still refused 
to bow to Haman – and Haman was 
enraged. When he arrived home, his wife 

and wise advisors counseled him to erect a gallows, and then 
to go to the king and request permission to hang Mordechai. 
Haman excitedly went ahead and put up the gallows.

the Beginning of the End
Sleep eluded the king that night, so he asked his servants to 

read for him from the Royal Chronicles.  When they reached 
the episode where Mordechai saved his life, he realized that 
Mordechai had never been rewarded.  Just at that moment, 
Haman appeared in the courtyard, planning to suggest to the 
king to hang Mordechai.

When he entered Achashverosh’s chambers, the king 
asked Haman, “What shall be done to a person whom the king 
wishes to honor?”

Haman, who was certain that the king wished to honor 
him, responded: “Bring royal garment and a royal horse. And 
let one of the king’s nobles dress the man and lead him on the 
horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘So is 
done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!’”

“Great idea,” Achashverosh responded. “Now go get the 
garments and the horse and do so for Mordechai the Jew!”

Haman had no choice but to comply. On the next day he 
went and honored Mordechai as the king had ordered, and 
then immediately rushed to join the king and Esther for...

the Second Feast
“What is your request?” a curious King Achashverosh asked 
Esther at the feast.  “If I have found favor in your eyes, 
O King,” Esther replied. “Spare my life and the lives of 
my people.” Surprised, Achashverosh asked Esther who had 
threatened her. She replied that it was none other than the 
wicked Haman. Haman was immediately hanged on the 
gallows he had intended for Mordechai.

the tables Are turned
Although Haman was dead, his cruel decree remained 
unchanged.  According to Persian law, once a king issues 
a decree it cannot be rescinded.  A new decree was issued, 
granting the Jews permission to defend themselves against their 
enemies and to attack and slay all those who would assault 

them. The Jews experienced a stunning 
victory in battle.

in Commemoration 
At that time, the 14th day of Adar was 
consecrated as the festival of Purim, to 
celebrate and commemorate the great 
miracle of our people’s salvation and the 
downfall of the wicked Haman.  

This holiday, called “Purim,” is 
the most joyous holiday on the Jewish 
calendar.
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Megillat esther
Listening to the MegiLLah
Saturday Night & Sunday, February 23 & 24

 BODY
Ancient history? Not for us. The Purim saga is something we 
must experience for ourselves. How? By listening to the reading 
of the Megillah (The Scroll of Esther). 

WHeRe AND WHeN?
We read the Megillah not just once, but twice - on the eve of 
Purim and again in the morning. We pay rapt attention to 
every word, and blot out every mention of Haman’s accursed 
name by twirling our graggers and stamping our feet. 
Children are in the habit of making noise. But on Purim, it’s 
a mitzvah!
Where can you hear the Megillah? In the synagogue. Can’t 
make it? We offer many opportunities, (see ad on page 12.)

Soul
The Megillah is unique among 
the books of the Bible. G-d’s name 
does not appear, even once. All 

the same, G-d is constantly present, his name hidden amidst 
the words. Yes, it is easy to delude ourselves into believing that 
the Purim saga and the ultimate deliverance of the Jews was a 
natural occurrence. It is only by looking deeper, that we see 
the hand of G-d, like a master puppeteer, weaving disparate 
elements, disconnected plots, and subplots together toward an 
inexorable finale.

The Megillah is a sensational story. It’s such a powerful 
reminder that G-d is always looking out for His People; 
sustaining us, giving us the courage and the energy to forge 
ahead against all odds. This has been true from the very birth 
of the Jewish people and throughout our long journey until the 
coming of Moshiach.

Mishloach Manot
gifts of food
Sunday, February 24

BODY
On Purim we treat our friends to… treats. Makes no difference 
whether you call it by its proper name Mishloach Manot or by 
the abridged Shalach Manos.

HOW DO I DO IT?
This mitzvah is performed on Purim day. The important 
thing is to pack up at least two types of edibles or drinks that 
are ready to eat or drink (e.g. pastry, fruit, beverage) and 
have them delivered, ideally by messenger, to at least one 
friend - men to men, women to women, kids to kids. The ideal 
messenger? A child, of course. They love it.

It’s Happening Now!
One of the laws governing the reading of the Megillah is that, 

“One who reads the Megillah backwards has not fulfilled his 
obligation” (Talmud, Megillah 17a). The simple meaning of this 
law is that the Book of Esther must be read in order, not, say, 
reading chapter 10 before reading chapter 8.

Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov (Founder of Chassidism) explained 
the deeper significance of this law: One who reads the Book of 
Esther “backwards” - as the account of an event that happened 
thousands of years ago - has missed the point of the mitzvah of 
reading the Megillah. The story told by the Megillah - of the hand 
of G-d concealed within the “circumstantial” occurrences; of a 
people awakening their intrinsic commitment to G-d and deriving 
from that the strength to persevere against all odds, as well as the 
other innumerable lessons derived from the Megillah - is the story 
of our everyday lives, in all times and under all circumstances.

For related observances prior to Purim see pages 8-9

Celebration
of BODY & Soul 

The observance of the different mitzvoth and customs of 
Purim, each representing a perspective of the festival, as 
well as the spirit of the holiday, are to help us capture and 
experience what Purim stands for.

Each of these wonderful customs has its body - its 
practice, as well as its meaning - its soul. The following 
is a guide to the practice and spirit of the Purim holiday.
Purim is observed by men, women, and children alike. 
Well… almost alike. (It’s okay to drink on Purim, but not 
for kids. As for dressing up, perfect for children). 
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Soul
Being nice is always right. But, 
Shalach Manos is more than nice, 
it’s a mitzvah that we’re obligated 
to perform. It’s a mitzvah that gives 
expression to our desire for Jewish 
unity and friendship. It enables us to 
bypass our “body” - our differences, 
and give expression to our soul. 
In fact, it’s a great opportunity to 
reconnect with someone with whom we 
may have had some friction in the past. 
Allowing our Neshama (soul) to overflow 
with joy and generosity can be contagious. 
Sharing food that can be enjoyed immediately does wonders to 
shore up friendships, heal old wounds, and make us each a part 
of one another. 

Matanot l’evyonim
gifts to the needy   
Sunday, February 24

BODY
Tzedakah (charity) is synonymous with 
being Jewish. And we don’t need a special 
occasion to give charity.  Nevertheless, 
Purim is a special time when we must 
give material help to at least two people 
in need. 

HOW DO I DO IT?
Don’t know any poor Jews? How will my gift get to the poor 
on Purim day? Not to worry. There are plenty of wonderful 
charitable organizations that will gladly distribute your 
tzedakah dollars on Purim. You can even put your Matanot 
L’Evyonim money in a pushka (charity box.) This goes for 
a-l-l of us, even little children ... Especially little children. 
(Although this mitzvah is performed on Purim day, if you 
contribute at night, too, it will not be considered a sin .) 

Soul
Tzedakah on Purim is special, because it goes beyond mere 
generosity toward a needy individual. On Purim, Tzedakah 
becomes Jewish unity in action. It motivates us to transcend our 
complacency by bonding with a fellow Jew who is totally outside 
our social and economic orbit. We give to (at least) two needy 
people in order to reinforce our kinship with different types of 
people, even people for whom we lack an instinctive empathy. 
On Purim we share what we have, because we’ve achieved that 
pure sense of oneness that is so elusive on other days. 

Seudat Purim
the festive PuriM feast
Sunday, February 24

BODY
Of course, we eat on Purim. Can you imagine a day of Jewish 
rejoicing that doesn’t include a festive meal? The Seudat Purim 
is an occasion for every member of the family - immediate, 
extended, and friends - to celebrate with food and wine. 

WHeN?
Anytime during the day is fit for the Purim feast. It is 
customary, however, to sit down for a meal and celebration 
towards the end of the day before sunset, and continue 
celebrating into the night. It’s traditional to include soup 
with ‘kreplach’ (stuffed dumplings) as part of the menu. (see 
page ??)

Soul
Do we curse Haman and bless Mordechai, or is it the other 
way around? Foolish question. Yet our Sages urge us to feast on 
Purim until we reach a state in which we can’t tell the difference. 
“Blessed is Mordechai” shows our appreciation for goodness, 
holiness and G-dliness. “Cursed is Haman” expresses our disgust 
for hatred, evil and wrongdoing. The two combine to represent 
two aspects of our Divine service - the positive and the negative.

On Purim we rid ourselves of certain inhibitions. We liberate 
our soul, allowing it unfettered expression of its essential love 
of G-d. Yes, Purim enables us to get past our normal personal, 
particular intellectual and emotional appreciation of the good, 
Torah and Mitzvot, and the abhorrence for evil. On Purim we 
transition into a realm of absolute passion and desire just to 
make the A-mighty happy. Whatever it takes.

On Purim, our neshama’s (soul’s) very essence is given free 
reign. Like a child devoted to its parents, we yearn only to please 
G-d - both through positive actions and by abstaining from 
anything that might cause Him displeasure. 

More Purim related observances on following page.
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Other Purim Observances
Ta’anit esther 
the fast of esther
Thursday, February 21

BODY
Purim is a day of unbridled joy. Yet the day that precedes it is 
one of fasting. Why? Because the Jews of Persia – aware that 
there can be no victory without Divine help – fasted and prayed 
on this very day.

WHeN?
This year, as the day preceding Purim is Shabbat – when 
we can’t fast – Ta’anit Esther is observed on the preceding 
Thursday. The fast begins at dawn and ends at nightfall.

Soul
Fasting is very effective in moving us from our material routine 
into a more refined, introspective state. Abstaining from food 
and drink enables us to reach an inner dimension and achieve a 
higher consciousness in anticipation of the next day’s festivities.

Machatzit hashekel
haLf Coins
Thursday, February 21 
(or Saturday night, February 23)

BODY
When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, 
every Jew was obligated to contribute a half 
shekel at this time of the year. 

WHeN AND WHeRe?
We commemorate this by giving three half-dollar coins to 
charity - usually in the synagogue - either on the day of the 
Fast of Esther or just prior to the Megillah reading. 

Soul
The Torah describes the mandatory half-shekel offering as 
“koffer nafsho” - redemption of the soul. By contributing exactly 
a half shekel we declare that as individuals we are incomplete, 
merely one half of an entity. The other half is G-d, with whom 
we bond. As we are all merely halves - incomplete beings - 
we achieve wholeness only by bonding with other Jews, and 
together we bond with the A-mighty. The Machatzit Hashekel 
reminds us that we are not alone and, indeed, cannot be alone.

Why do we dress 
up on Purim?
It is an age old custom to dress up in costumes on 
Purim.  Here are some reasons:

•	 In contrast to the overt miracles of the holidays 
of  Passover,  Chanukah  and other Jewish holidays, the 
miracle of the holiday of Purim was disguised in natural 
events. Here is a sampling of the story: The king wanted 
his wife to come to a party; she refused, and she was 
killed. Then an  evil man wanted to annihilate the Jews 
and plotted to accomplish this with the approval of the 
king. The king remarried, and his new queen happened 
to be Jewish, and arranged for the  annulment of the 
decree. Only after the fact, when one looks at the entire 
story, does one realize the great miracle that transpired.

•	 The custom of wearing costumes on Purim is an allusion 
to the nature of the Purim miracle, where the details of 
the story are really miracles hidden within natural events.

•	 The  Talmud  writes that just as the Jews at the time 
pretended to be serving other gods, G-d pretended that 
He was going to destroy the Jewish nation, and in the 
end He did not.  

•	 On Purim we pretend to be someone else, since both 
the Jews’ and G-d’s actions masked their true intentions.

•	 We dress differently on Purim to minimize the 
embarrassment of the poor who go around 
collecting charity on this day - a day when we give charity 
to everyone who outstretches their hand.

•	 To commemorate the dressing up of  Mordechai in King 
Ahasuerus’s royal garments  in the  story of Purim. (See 
“The Beginning of the End” on page 5.)

From Chabad.org by Dovid Zaklikowski



Special Purim presentation at www.chabadwi.org/Purim 9

Special Prayer 
and Torah 
reading
Saturday Night, February 23 and 
Sunday, February 24

BODY
Al Hanissim is recited during the Amidah (Silent Devotion) 
of the evening, morning, and afternoon prayers, as well as 
during the Birkat Hamazon (Grace After Meals.) During the 
Shacharit (morning) service, there is also a special reading 
from the Torah.

Soul
Both in the Amidah and during Birkat Hamazon we face the 
A-mighty and thank Him for the special care He accords us 
during good times as well as challenging ones. 

Zachor
Shabbos Torah 
reading
Saturday February 23 

BODY
The Torah commands us to 
remember the deeds of the nation 
of Amalek - Haman’s ancestors - which sought to 
destroy the people of Israel at their very birth upon the exodus 
from Egypt. 

WHeN AND WHeRe?
On the Shabbat before Purim the Torah portion, “Zachor” 
(Remember) is read in the synagogue, and we are all enjoined 
to be present at that moment.

Soul
Amalek is not just a nation, it is a mind set of implacable hatred 
for the Jewish People. Even as we first tasted the sweetness of 
freedom immediately following our Exodus from Egypt, the 
Amalekites declared war. They made another attempt as we 
entered the Land of Israel forty years later, and yet again on 
numerous occasions throughout our history. 

So long that Amalek – the Jews’ arch enemy – exists, no Jew 
is safe. 

We do not know for certain today who the nation of Amalek 
is (although we are aware of some absolute enemies, such as we 
experienced during the Holocaust), but we can and are enjoined 
to also practice the remembrance of Amalek today.

How? There is a spiritual aspect to Amalek as well; an 
insidious toxin within us that invades our Jewish soul, a moral 
virus that attempts to derail us by pouring “cold water” to 
dampen our enthusiasm as we try to emancipate ourselves from 
our inner constraints and move onwards in our Jewishness.

We counter this Amalek by reaching into our neshama for 
that eternal bond with G-d, to that deepest space where doubt 
does not exist, where faith is so strong that our only hunger is to 
bond with the A-mighty. It is here that we re-energize ourselves 
for our continued odyssey in the service of G-d.

Wipe Out Amalek, Today?
Today’s Amalek is an internal enemy. We each have an 

Amalekite lurking within our very self. The inner Amalek 

is unholy cynicism. That little voice inside each of us that 

derides, belittles and attacks truth and goodness; our 

irrational tendency to mock people who act morally, to be 

cynical when we see altruism, to doubt our own or other’s 

sincerity – these are the modern day Amalekites. They 

wage a lethal war with our soul. If we let it, cynicism can 

kill our every attempt to improve ourselves and smother 

any move towards refining our character and expressing 

our soul.

There is only one effective response to Amalek’s attacks: 

Annihilation. Don’t argue back, it won’t work. The power of 

cynicism is that it is irrational. The most inspiring, uplifting 

and profound moment of spiritual awakening can be dis-

missed in an instant by Amalek’s sarcastic taunts. The most 

logical and sound arguments can be deflected with his 

quick one-liners  –  “Get real!”, “Who ya kidding?” or “Hey, 

you think you’re so holy-moly?” There is no answer to such 

cheap pot-shots. You can’t fight cynicism with reason. Just 

wipe it out. No dialogue. No compromise. Erase it from the 

face of your soul.

Beat him at his own game: Do good things for no good 

reason. Be kind without an explanation. Love your fellow 

irrationally. Become the hero of your own inner battle, and 

free your captured soul.

Excerpts from Chabad.org by Aron Moss
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hamentaschen
Hamentaschen, a traditional Purim delight, 
is a  three-cornered pastry filled with mohn 
(poppy seed) or other 
sweet filling.

1	cup	sugar		•		1/3	cup	oil

1/2	cup	margarine		•		3	eggs

4	cups	flour		•		1/2	cup	orange	juice

3	tsps.	baking	powder		•		1	tsp.	salt

1	egg,	beaten		•		2	lbs.	mohn	filling

Cream sugar, oil and margarine. Add eggs 
and juice and mix well. Blend with dry 
ingredients and roll into a ball. Divide into 
four parts. Roll out each piece very thin 
(approximately	1/8	inch)	on	a	floured	board.	
With the rim of a cup or glass (depending 
on desired size) cut into the dough to make 
circles.	Place	1/2	to	2/3	teaspoon	of	filling	in	
the middle of each circle.

To shape into triangle, lift up right and left 
sides, leaving the bottom side down, and 
bring both sides to meet at center, above the 
filling.	Lift	bottom	side	up	to	center	to	meet	
other two sides.

Preheat	oven	 to	350	degrees.	 Brush	dough	
with beaten egg before baking. Place on 
greased	 cookie	 sheet.	 Bake	 at	 350	 degrees	
for	approximately	20	minutes.

Yields 4 dozen Hamentaschen

The Secret of the 
hamentash
QueSTion:
Why do we eat hamentashen on Purim? I have heard that they are the same 
shape as Haman’s hat. But Haman was the man who wanted to wipe us out. 
Why would we immortalize him by eating cookies that bear his name?

AnSwer:
This may be a case of mistaken identity. These Purim cakes were originally 
called mohntashen, which means “poppy-seed pockets.” Today most 
hamentashen are filled with jam, but poppy seed used to be the more popular 
filling. It was a short linguistic jump from mohntashen to hamentashen, as 
people assumed there was a connection between the food eaten on Purim and 
the villain of the Purim story.

The real reason for eating hamentashen is that they symbolize the very 
nature of the Purim miracle. If you read the story of Purim, you notice that 
it was a string of seeming coincidences that saved the Jewish people from 
annihilation. There were no open miracles, no seas split, no plagues, just some 
twists and turns of history that, when viewed as separate events, seemed quite 
natural. Only at the end of the story was it revealed that a miracle had occurred.

Jews can always find a food to tell a story
In this case, it is the hamentash. The outside of the hamentash is just plain 
dough. The true flavor is concealed inside. Beyond the very ordinary veneer is 
the heart of the hamentash, bursting with sweetness.

Our lives are much the same. At times it seems that we are being pushed 
and pulled by accidental forces. Things happen to us that seem haphazard and 
random; there seems to be no system in place, no direction to this cold and 
harsh universe. This is not true. There is a system. But it is hidden. Below the 
surface there is a sweet hand and a warm heart that directs the universe.

Rarely do we get to see this hand. Purim is one day when it was revealed, 
when a crack opened in the outer shell of nature and we glimpsed what lies 
beyond. Purim reminds us that all those coincidences are no coincidences, and 
nothing is random. We are still in the middle of our story, so it is hard to see the 
full picture. But in the end we will see that it’s all one big hamentash.

From Chabad.org by Aron Moss
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National
Heroism
THere are Two Types of Heroes. There is 
the “good samaritan” type hero who experiences a moment 
of complete transcendence. On a moment’s notice, when 
espying a fellow in danger, he risks life and health and rushes 
to a victim’s aid. The man who following a tornado saves 
children trapped in a collapsed school; the man who jumps 
into a frigid river to save a drowning victim; the man who 
fights a vicious dog that is mauling a pedestrian. Regarding 
such heroes the Talmud says, “There is one who earns his 
World-to-Come in one moment.”

But then there’s the individual whose heroism isn’t a 
spur-of-the-moment act. A person for whom heroism isn’t 
an extra-curricular activity; it defines who he is. Whether 
it’s a person who turns down the opportunity to earn a large 
salary in favor of devoting his time to a charitable cause. Or 
the person who for an extended period of time stands by his 
convictions despite threats against his life and safety. A person 
who is willing to live by his ideals, despite the consequences 
of which he is very aware. 

THere are Two Types of Holidays. Purim and 
all the other holidays. 

All other holidays are other-worldly experiences. We spend 
time in the synagogue, not at the workplace. We suspend 
our daily routines and focus on spirituality. Yes, there’s 
Chanukah, whose eight days are normal workdays, but 
the holiday’s observances are of a spiritual nature. We light 
candles—a metaphor for spiritual light, Torah and mitzvot. 
We pray and recite the Hallel, Psalms of thanksgiving.

This standard holiday routine reflects the nature of the 
events that these days commemorate. Without exception, all 
of them celebrate miraculous events; events that transcended 
the natural order. for an ephemeral moment, our nation was 
lifted to a higher dimension.

And then there’s Purim. The day’s prayers are minimal—
no longer than your average weekday. Instead, the day’s 

mitzvot focus on community and family. Gift giving and 
feasting. Good food and wine. Very un-transcendent.

That’s because the heroism we demonstrated during 
the Purim events wasn’t transcendent. Haman issued his 
decree on the 13th of Nissan. The decree called for the 
Jews’ annihilation eleven months later, on the 13th of Adar. 
Though Haman was hanged, the decree was never rescinded. 
And for eleven months the Jews lived in fear for their lives.

But there was an escape route. Haman’s decree was 
aimed against “Yehudim,” Jews who rejected idolatry. Life 
and security were guaranteed for anyone willing to abandon 
Judaism.

But throughout the eleven month period, not one Jews 
exercised this option. For more than 300 consecutive days, 
every Jew woke up, ate, went to work, spent his leisure 
time, went to sleep—all with a loyalty to Gd that trumped 
the most basic instinct of self-preservation. They lived and 
breathed mesirat nefesh (supreme self-sacrifice).

Their heroism was rewarded. “On the day the enemies 
of the Jews had thought they would dominate them, the 
situation was reversed: the Jews dominated their enemies.” 
And a holiday was established.

Can this miracle be commemorated with an other-worldly, 
transcendent synagogue session?

From Chabad.org  
by Naftali Silberberg
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urim Feasts!
Milwaukee

THE SHUL EAST  |  3030 E. Kenwood  •  (414) 961-6100 x 205
Sat., Feb. 23rd – Megillah Reading at 6:30 pm

Sun., Feb. 24th – Services at 7:00 am, Megilla reading at 7:30am

C H A B A d O F U W M  |  3054 North Hackett Ave. 
Sat., Feb. 23rd – Megillah reading at 8:00pm followed by Mishloach Manot packing and light refreshments.

Sun., Feb. 24th – Megillah reading at 4:45pm followed by Purim Dinner
For more info call Rabbi Chezky at (414) 902-3052

Bayside
THE SHUL  |  8825 North Lake Drive. •  (414) 228-8000 x212

Saturday Night, Feb. 23rd – Megillah Reading and Kids Program at 6:30pm
Sun., Feb. 24th – Services at 8:30am, Megillah Reading at 9:10am

Sun., Feb. 24th – Megillah Reading at 4:00pm, followed by Purim Feast

Mequon
AGUdIS ACHIM CHABAd  |  2233 West Mequon Road  •  (262) 242-2235

Sat., Feb. 23rd – Megillah Reading at 7:00 pm, followed by Purim Celebration
Sun., Feb. 24th – Services at 8:00 am, Megillah reading at 8:30 am

Sun., Feb. 24th – Megillah reading at 4:30 pm, followed by Purim dinnert

Madison
CHABAd OF MAdISON  |  1722 Regent • (608) 231-3450

Sat., Feb. 23rd – 6:45 pm Megillah reading 
Sun., Feb. 24th – Services at 9 am, Megillah reading 9:30 am

Sun., Feb. 24th – Megillah reading 4:30 pm followed by Purim party at the Goodman Campus

C H A B A d O F U W – MA d I S O N  |   223 W. Gilman St. •  (608) 257-1757
Sat., Feb. 23rd – Every half hour, 8:30-11:00 PM

Sun., Feb. 24th – Noon and 5:00 PM

YO U N G J E W I S H P R O F E S S I O N A L S – MA d I S O N  |  123 E Main St.
Sat., Feb. 23rd – Megillah Reading and Costume Party, 8:00 – 11:00 PMt

Green Bay
CHABAd OF THE BAY AREA  |  220 Bellevue Street  •  (920) 288-2252

Sat., Feb. 23rd – Megillah Reading at 7:00 PM
Sun., Feb. 24th – Services and Megillah Reading at 9:00 AM

Sun., Feb. 24th – Megillah Reading at 12:30 PM
Sun., Feb. 24th – Purim Banquet and Megillah Reading at 5:00 PMt

waukesha
C H A B A d O F WAU K E S H A  |  1222 E. Broadway
Sun., Feb. 24th – Chabad of Waukesha Purim, 4:00 PM

rabbi@jewishwaukesha.com • (262) 563-9770

Kenosha
CHABAd OF KENOSHA  |  6522 87th Avenue  •  (262) 359-0770

Call for more information.

For more info on the above and additional readings visit www chabadwi.org,  or call (414) 961-6100

Basic 
Kreplach
Kreplach are small squares of rolled pasta dough 
filled with ground beef or chicken and folded into 
triangles. They can be boiled and served in soup or 
fried and served as a side dish.

It is traditional to eat kreplach on the eve of Yom 
Kippur, on Hashana Rabbah and on Purim. These 
specific holidays are associated with “hiddenness” 
(like the kreplach that have an unseen filling). 
All three holidays are very holy days that are 
“enclothed” in weekday-like activity.  “Work” that 
cannot be performed on Shabbat and other holidays 
may be done on these days although the essence 
and meaning of the day is very holy.

INGREDIENTS 
Dough
2 cups flour  •  1/2 tsp. salt  •  3 Tbsp. oil
2 egg yolks  •  1/2 cup water
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder or soda

Filling
1 onion, diced  •  2 Tbsp. oil  •  1 cup ground beef
1 tsp. salt  •  1/2 tsp. pepper  •  1 egg
1 Tbsp. matzah meal

INSTRuCTIONS
Dough: In a large bowl, combine flour, salt and 
oil, In a separate bowl, beat egg yolks, water, and 
baking powder (or soda). Add to flour mixture. 
Knead and roll dough out thin on floured board. Use 
a glass to cut into 3 inch circles.

Filling: Sauté onion in oil. Add ground beef and 
brown for 5 minutes. Remove from heat and cool. 
Add salt, pepper, egg, and matzah meal. Mix well. 

Place a tsp. of filling in the middle of the dough 
circle. Lift 3 sides of the dough circle to meet in the 
center and form a triangle. Press together tightly 
and pinch corners closed. Moisten edges with top 
of finger dipped in cold water to keep seams closed.

Place kreplach in boiling, salted water. Cook about 
20 minutes until kreplach floats to the top. When 
ready, remove from pot. Serve kreplach in soup or 
fry it until golden brown and serve as a side dish

This recipe comes from Spice and Spirit, The Complete 
Kosher Jewish Cookbook (Lubavitch Women’s 
Cookbook Publications, 1990).

J O I N  U S  F O R  S E R V I C E S  &

Megillah Reading
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tHE SHuL EASt
Sunday, February 24th - 4:00pm
Purim Dinner at Helene Zelazo Center
3030 E. Kenwood Blvd.
For More Information:
(414)961-6100x205  www.shuleast.com

CHABAD At uwm
Sunday, Feb. 24th – Megillah reading at 4:45pm 
Followed by “Purim in China”
3054 North Hackett Ave
For more info call Rabbi Chezky at (414)902-3052

tHE SHuL
Sunday, February 24th – 4:30pm
8825 N. Lake Drive, Bayside
For more information:
(414) 228-8000 x212
www.ShulCenter.org/Purim2013

CHABAD oF tHE BAY ArEA
“Grand Purim Banquet”
Sunday, February 24th – 5:00 PM
220 Bellevue St – Green Bay
For more information:
(920) 288-2252 – chabadofthebayarea@gmail.com

PELtZ CENtEr For JEwiSH LiFE 
“Grand Purim Family Celebration”
Saturday, February 23rd – 7:15pm
Sunday, February 24th – 5:00 pm 
2233 W. Mequon Rd – Mequon
For more information:
(262)242-2235 x204 – purim@chabadmequon.org

CHABAD oF mADiSoN
Purim Live: Comedy Sportz
Sunday, March 24 4:30 pm
Goodman Campus/Minkoff Center
7762 Hwy PD Verona
For more information: 608-231-3450 or  
info@chabadofmadison.com

CHABAD At uw-mADiSoN
Sunday, February 24th – 5:00 pm
223 W. Gilman St.
For more information:
(608)257-1757
info@JewishUWMadison.com

CHABAD oF KENoSHA
Call for more information.
6522 87th Ave – Kenosha
(2620 359-0770

CHABAD oF wAuKESHA
Sunday, Feb. 24th – 4:00 pm
Chabad of Waukesha Purim
1222 E. Broadway
(262) 563-9770
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When my wife, Chanie and I first started out, in 
1970, as Shluchim (emissaries) of the Rebbe 
to Florida, we were young, we were gung-ho, 
and we tried to reach out to Jews in every way 

we could. We were always cognizant of our mission. 
When we walked home from shul we made sure to interact 

with any Jewish people that we met. On one such occasion 
we got into a conversation with a young Jewish girl and she 
agreed to join us for Shabbos lunch. We invited her again 
and, slowly, she became more involved – she came to shul 
with us, she started to keep Shabbos, and she became more 
observant in her daily practice.

As we got to know her, she told us about her background 
– that her parents were divorced, and her mother was now 
with someone else. At that time I would report to the Rebbe 
on a regular basis, and in one of my letters I mentioned this 
girl and her story. In response, the Rebbe instructed me to 
make sure that the girl’s mother had a proper Jewish divorce, 
which is critical for a married woman if she wants to enter 
into a new relationship. 

I immediately asked the girl. We tried to contact her 
mother, but we couldn’t find her; she was then travelling in 
India somewhere. I became involved in other matters and, 
admittedly, forgot to follow up.

A year passed. Chani and I scheduled to meet the Rebbe 
and receive his blessings in private audience. We were very 
proud and very thankful that we had been successful in 
our work and wanted to share our nachas with him. In 
preparation for the meeting, I wrote up an overview of the 
activities and important accomplishments of that year, and 
asked for the Rebbe’s blessings. 

When we came into the Rebbe’s private room, I handed 
my report to the Rebbe. As he was reading, I was standing 
there with my wife, feeling – not exactly “smug,” because 
standing in front of the Rebbe was an intense experience, 
but – I would say, filled with a sense of inner satisfaction that 
I had fulfilled my mission properly. I remember the Rebbe 
speed reading the report and using a little pencil to mark 
certain points. And then the Rebbe picked up his head and 
asked, “What about the young girl and her mother?” 

In gratitude to the Rebbe’s, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, OBM,  
gift of love, we present the following story.
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He had never met 
the girl nor her 
mother – he only 

heard about them 
from me – yet he 

cared about them 
both, because 

they were like his 
children.

Crown Judaica

MEQUON.
JUDAICA once only 
  found in New York is now 
available in 

Located in the Peltz Center for Jewish Life-Lower Level
2233 W. Mequon Rd   262-242-9514  crownjudaica.org

Mon,Tues, Thurs 10 to 4 | Wed 10 to 6 | Sun, Fri 10 to 1

B"H

GIFT REGISTRY
AVAILABLE!

For a moment, I didn’t recollect who 
he meant, and then I remembered 
and realized that I failed the Rebbe. It 
dawned on me that I never responded 
to him - because I hadn’t fulfilled his 
instructions.

At that moment I felt so ashamed. 
This girl, her mother, her issue had 
fallen through the cracks. I had 
forgotten, but the Rebbe – who had 
the whole world on his shoulders and 
who had emissaries like me in places 
all over the world, with thousands 
of issues… medical issues, business 
issues, personal issues – the Rebbe had 
remembered a woman in Florida and her particular issue that 
had not been addressed!

I was so embarrassed; I couldn’t wait to get out of the 
room. My wife later told me – because I didn’t hear anything 
after that point – that the Rebbe had given us great blessings. 
As soon as I left the Rebbe’s office, I immediately got on the 
phone, made the right contacts, and within a twenty-four 
hour period tracked down the mother, and she had received 

a Jewish divorce.
But it took the Rebbe to bring me to 

that kind of awareness of what it means 
to care about another person selflessly 
and unconditionally. He had never 
met the girl nor her mother – he only 
heard about them from me – yet he 
cared about them both, because they 
were like his children. A person who 
has fifteen children knows each one 
of them in the same way as a person 
who has one child, because they are 
his children. The Rebbe had thousands 
upon thousands of children and cared 
for them each one individually.

He cared about every single Jew that much; that personally 
and that deeply.

Used with permission from JEM. Here’s My Story is a weekly 
story for the shabbos table, excerpted from from the My 
Encounter with the Rebbe oral history project. 
Email mystory@jemedia.org.
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A  P u r i M  M i r A C L e :  
m i L A N ,  2 0 0 6 

Time: two days after Purim of 2006. Location: Milan, 
Italy.

Everything was running late, as usual. Purim came 
and went, and then . . . oops! We, the rabbinical 

students in the Milan Yeshivah, realized that we had forgotten 
to deliver the Shalach Manos (Purim food gifts) to the children 
who had attended the Chabad day camp the past summer.

So we sat down with a map and figured out where we’d visit 
that evening. All in all, there were about forty houses within a 
four-square-block radius. The rabbi, an indefatigable optimist, 
gave us his word that we would need no more than an hour and 
a half to do the whole job. Not bad.

“Oh, by the way,” said the rabbi, “there is one family, the 
Cohens, that lives about fifteen minutes out of the area. There’s 
only a small chance you’ll make it there, but I’ll mark it down 
on the map anyways, just in case . . .”

Two of us, a friend by the name of Yisrael and yours truly, 
volunteered to do the rounds. We set out at eight at night, 
planning to return to home base around nine-thirty.

From the moment we began the route, everything seemed to 
be going wrong. As we trudged 
from one house (nobody 
home), to another (she’s 
sleeping already), to another 
(non-existent address), our 
spirits plummeted. Murphy’s 
Law was working overtime 
that evening.

It was already ten past nine 
and we hadn’t met even one 
kid. Our hands were hurting 
from lugging the heavy bags, 

and, to top it all off, we realized that we were lost.
We stopped our aimless walking to study the map. Where are 

we? Ah! I found us! “Yisrael! We have good news and bad news. 
Bad news: we’re way out of our four-block radius. Good news: 
we’re five minutes away from the one house that we were not 
planning on going to!”

We decided to make our way to the Cohens’ house, to try our 
luck over there, hoping to see the realization of the Talmudic 
adage: “One who changes his location, changes his fortune.”

Tired and somewhat discouraged, we made our way to our 
destination. Don’t ask me how, but somehow we managed to get 
lost again. By the time we reached the right building, we were 
a real shabby sight.

We rang the bell. And yes! The kids were home! And awake! 
Oh, how relieved we were. We ran into the building, into the 
elevator, forgot what floor we were heading to, and got lost . . . 
After a few trips walking up and down the stairs, though, we 
made it . . .

The child’s mother warmly welcomed us into her simple 
apartment and gave us drinks and hamantashen (“the best in 
town”), and asked us to share some Torah thoughts. We gladly 
complied.

Ten minutes later, we have shared with her and the kids a few 
thoughts. The mother was swallowing it all up and asking for 

more. I had run out of things 
to say (the first miracle of the 
evening . . .), so I related to her 
the entire saga of our evening, 
how “truth be told, we were 
not planning to come to your 
house tonight, but for some 
reason nothing worked out 
and we got lost, so . . .”

Suddenly she burst out 
crying; her whole body shook 
as she sobbed.

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  S T O R I E S  O F

Triumph & Light
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T h e  P u r i M  T h A T  T u r n e d 
f r o M  S A D N E S S  t o  J o Y

It was Purim, 1985. The surroundings seemed so strange 
to me. From childhood, Purim always meant Megillah 
reading, noise from noise makers, loud music, lively 
dancing, people dressed up in different costumes, lots of 

good food, exchange of Shalach Manos gift baskets, and a little 
“l’chaim” to top things off. That was exactly the Purim I had in 
1984, 1983, 1982… all the way back to 1964, the year I was 
born.

This year, it just wasn’t the same. There was no Megillah scroll 
available to be read. There were some occasional loud noises, 
but they did not come from kids cranking noisemakers. There 
was no music to dance to, and nobody was really in the mood 
to dance. Not only were people not dressed up in costumes, 
but everyone was actually dressed exactly the same. The food 
was the same type of bland food we had eaten the day before, 
and the only exchanges were wishes of “Purim Sameach (Happy 
Purim),” with the sad and sarcastic response being “Yes, this is 
really Sameach (Happy), isn’t it?” If we said l’chaim – to life – it 
wasn’t over a drink; it was a sincere hope that we will come out 
of this alive.

Purim 1985. Southern Lebanon. A lonely platoon of IDF 
soldiers, stuck in a small fortress. Not a very friendly place to 
be. The noise of gunfire, not the rhythm you would want to 
dance to. Young boys dressed up in khaki uniforms. Neighbors 
who were not interested in receiving Shalach Manos. Strange, 
surreal. “During the month of Adar, we increase in joy” says 
the Talmud. Not here. Not in this place. No joy, nothing to 
celebrate. Just long shifts of guard duty, and patrols that really 

warranted the wishes of “l’chaim” – TO LIFE.
That night of Purim is one big blur to me. Same with the 

morning – a total blank. All I could remember is the same exact 
things I could remember from any other day in Lebanon. But I 
will never, ever, ever forget the afternoon.

I was standing on guard duty with Moti, my sergeant who 
I had become very close to ever since basic training was over. 
We always did guard duty together, often talking about life, big 
dreams, and great hopes for the future. We would take turns 
looking through the binoculars, as there was this one long road 
we had to watch over. All sorts of traffic passed through this 
road. Lebanese delivery trucks, civilians driving from one town 
to the next, IDF convoys, ambulances. Due to the rise in suicide 

What did I say wrong? Did I offend her? What do I do now?
After a few long minutes, she managed to relate her story 

through her tears.
 “Just recently, my life has taken a turn for the worse. My 

husband left me, and my children are having a very hard time 
adjusting to this new situation. To make matters worse, I have 
no money to support my family. Everything seems to be going 
wrong.

“So this morning, I turned to Gd in despair, and asked Him 
to send me a sign, a sign that He remembers me and cares for 
me.

“The entire day passed by—no sign. Then you two boys show 
up. It was nice, but I did not find my sign.

“Then you shared with me how this was not a planned visit, 
how you got lost. How this was the one house you were not 
planning to visit. How nobody answered all your knocking. 
How you made it to my home . . . I immediately realized that 
Gd had answered my prayer; He sent me a sign in the form of 
two angels.

“Thank You, Gd, for sending me these angels!”
She calmed down, we blessed her and said goodbye. We 

walked out shaken, touched as never before.
No, it wasn’t Murphy’s Law that was in charge that evening; 

it was Gd’s Law.

From Chabad.org by Levi Avtzon   

IDF soldiers in Lebanon
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car bombs in Southern Lebanon, the 
IDF would be suspicious of any vehicle 
that had only a driver and no passengers 
as a suicide bomber. We had the dubious 
honor of watching over this road.

Moti was staring through the high - 
powered binoculars, and he told me that 
an IDF convoy was on its way. “I see 
some IDF vehicles approaching us,” he 
said, “and there is some other non-IDF 
van with them, but I can’t recognize what 
it is from here. Take a look.” I looked 
through the binoculars, and the convoy 
of jeeps and armored personnel carriers, 
still quite a distance away, was indeed 
accompanying a white van, but I could 
not make out the writing on the van. 
I looked and looked and looked, until 
the writing on the van suddenly became 
clear to me.

“Oh my G-d, I can’t believe my eyes,” I said in English. 
“What, what is it?” asked Moti. My eyes stared in amazement 
through the binoculars at the writing on the van: Chabad. That’s 
right, this IDF convoy was accompanying a Chabad van.

The convoy pulled up to our fortress, and my friends 
guarding the gate opened it up. In drove IDF jeeps, armored 
personnel carriers, and a van carrying Chabad rabbis and 
students. Like a mirage in the desert, the van stopped, and out 
came four Chabadniks. One of them held a Megillah scroll. 
Another had an accordion slung over his shoulders. Another 
had a bag filled with small copies of Megillahs, Purim cards 
from kids, and blessing notes from 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of righteous 
memory. Last but certainly not least, 
one of them brought out several 
bags of hamentashen pastries, various 
other sweets, and, of course, a bottle 
and shot glasses for a true “l’chaim.”

Just like that, out of nowhere, in 
the middle of a war zone, this little 
IDF fortress suddenly came alive 
with the spirit of Purim. Now it was 
really surreal. From the bleak picture 
I described above, I could suddenly 
see somebody reading the Megillah 
from a parchment scroll, with 
people following in small paperback 
Megillahs (I have mine to this day). 
I now heard joyous accordion music, 
and I could see people dancing with 

big smiles in small circles. People were 
eating hamentashen, and l’chaim was 
not about a patrol, but instead was 
a good shot of vodka. We were all 
taking turns guarding the various posts, 
as everybody wanted to share in this 
sudden outburst of Purim joy. Purim 
was here, alive and well, in an IDF 
fortress in Southern Lebanon! Here we 
were – religious soldiers, secular soldiers, 
simple soldiers, officers, mechanics and 
cooks – together with these four Chabad 
angels, who brought us the purest sense 
of joy and the most sincere expressions of 
solidarity, support and unity I have ever 
experienced.

There is not one single mention of 
G-d’s name in Megillah scroll. Rabbinic 
tradition interprets this as the Purim 
story being an example of the “hidden 

hand of G-d,” where miracles happen behind the scenes.
I wasn’t in Shushan 2,500 years ago, so I can only rely on 

what the Megillah tells us. But there is one thing I am sure of: 
on Purim Day, 1985, for my friends and I in an IDF fortress in 
Southern Lebanon, there were no “hidden miracles.” Gd’s name 
was in the air, and the miracle of Purim was out in the open – in 
the most unlikely of places – for all to see and hear.

From Chabad.org by Daniel Bouskila

J U S T  L I K E  T H A T , 
O U T  O F  N O W H E R E , 

I N  T H E  M I d d L E 
O F  A  W A R  z O N E , 

T H I S  L I T T L E 
I d F  F O R T R E S S 

S U d d E N L Y  C A M E 
A L I V E  W I T H  T H E 

S P I R I T  O F  P U R I M .

IDF soldiers dancing in the desert with Chabadniks.
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What’s Happening
at Lubavitch of Wisconsin

Bayshore Chanukah Celebration



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org20

Christina’s
Carpet Care

Pesach Specials
Call Early

(414)	281-4491

Courthouse Lighting
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Cheder Chanukah



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org22

Hillel’s "Chanukah 
Around the World" 
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Shul East Chanukah Cafe

Some Community Menorahs



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org24

REACH Chanukah Activities
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ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE IRS
MEMBER, NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF ACCOUNTANTS

SALZSTEIN’S ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1712 E. CAPITOL DRIVE, SHOREWOOD. WI 53211-1910

414-332-3122
FAX 414-332-7772

Allan O. Salzstein
Enrolled Agent

JLI - Milwaukee

Adult Education - Madison



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org26

Friendship Circle
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Hillel Siddur & 
Chumash Party



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org28

Mitzvah Corps Admirals Game
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Chabad of Madison



Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org30
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Check out our weekly online magazine at www.chabadwi.org32

The Bank of You. 
Your street.  
Your neighborhood.  
Your Community.

Member FDIC

Shorewood 4414 N. Oakland Ave.   
Shorewood 3970 N. Oakland Ave.
Fox Point 600 E. Green Tree Rd.
Grafton 2301 Wisconsin Ave. 
Mequon 10806 N. Port Washington Rd. 
Bayshore Town Center near Applebee's

Chabad of Waukesha



Special Purim presentation at www.chabadwi.org/Purim 33

Gold & Silver
Bought and Sold

We are highly competitive buyers of precious 
metals, coin collections, and jewelry. Contact us 
with confidence whether your collection is large or 
small. We also sell a wide range of precious metals, 
so call today for our latest quotes.

Web: www.paragoncoins.com • e-mail: ak@paragoncoins.com

1425 W. Mequon Road, Ste E
M-F 9-5

In
Harris Bank

MATTHEW EDELSTEIN, CLU, ChFC

p: (847) 223-5034 • f: (414) 236-5431
matt@matthewedelstein.com
www.matthewedelstein.com

Providers of Financial Independence

Income Protection • Insurance Planning

Wealth Accumulation
and Preservation

Tax-Advantaged Strategies

Registered Representative
Securities offered through

The O.N. Equity Sales Company,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
One Financial Way

Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
(513) 794-6794

UW 
Madison
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Women's Circle - Madison

Women's Circle - Milwaukee

Young Jewish Professionals - Madison
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B e a U T I F y  y o U R  S e D e R  T a B L e

With Hand Made

Shmurah 
Matzoh

Now is the Time to Order!
Please place your orders by March 13 

The earlier the better!

Please send me __ box(es) of Shmurah Matzoh for 
my Seder Table
Cost: $19.00 per box of six (delivery included)

❑ My Check Is Enclosed

❑ Please charge my credit card
❑ MC   ❑ Visa   ❑ Discover     

Card No.                                    

Exp. Date

Signature

Name

Address

City                                     

State                  Zip 

Tel.

E-mail

Matzos will be delivered between March 14th-20th.

Lubavitch of Wisconsin
3109	North	Lake	Drive
Milwaukee,	WI	53211

Tel:	(414)	961-6100
Fax:	(414)	962-1740

E-mail: info@chabadwi.org

UW Milwaukee

Women's Circle - Madison

Young Jewish Professionals - Madison

Chabd 
of

Green 
Bay 
Area
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